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EMIRATES HILLS 


When you need a little motivation, be sure to listen to our playlist curated 
specially for you. Music feeds our soul and together with our core values of 
united, real and plugged in keeps us on the edge of change and innovation, 
making us the communication partner of choice. We can't wait to hear 
about the great things you will go on to do. Best wishes from BPG Group. 
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A Major Jasaf 
Consultant 


Why build? You're looking at the answer. Us the major construction company 
From housing to ware-housing, we are today. You'llfind us 
Shopping Centre to Schools. It's always back Approachable and flexible. Our 
to the same thing - people. credentials stretch from Arabian 
Everyone atJasaf, from our Board of Directors, Ranches golf clubhouse, to schools 
down, remembers that. Perhaps it's this and corporate headquarters. Our 
commitment allied with our experience, buildings are all around. 
expertise and strengths in construction, Naturally, no two projects are the 
Mechanical, Electrical and same. But, from the very small, to 
Plumbing services that's made the very largest project, at Jasaf 
we're not only concerned with what 


we're building, but why we are 


building 


JASAF 
We build for people 


lj JASAF 44 


Contact Us: Tel: +971(4) 3477177 
Fax: +971(4) 3477277 
Email: info@jasaf.com 


Message from the CEO 


The academic year 2019-2020 has passed with 
whirlwind speed 


Innoventures Education started its first school, 
Dubai International Academy Emirates Hills (DIA- 
EH), fifteen years ago and it feels as though time 
has whizzed past since then. Much has been 
achieved in this time within our family of schools 
and nurseries with over 7200 students and over 
1100 teaching and otherstaff from across all corners 
of the globe. Since 2009, we can also celebrate 
generations of graduates who are spread all over 
the globe to make this world a better place. 


Our defining role and mission have been to 
empower students with a holistic, rigorous 
and international education for success in an 
everchanging world. This year, DIA-EH celebrated 
many outstanding national and_ international 
successes in athletics, academics, student 
entrepreneurship, the acclaimed World Scholars 
Cup and university admissions of the graduating 
Class of 2020 to some of the top universities of the 
world with over USD 4 million in scholarships. 


Fifteen years ago, although we knew that the world 
was transforming rapidly, we could not imagine 
the pace of change that we are experiencing since 
the impact of pandemic on the lives of billions 
across this planet. The focus on true international 
mindedness becomes even more important today. 


In the words of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. “Ina real 
sense, all life is inter-related, All men are caught 
in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied ina 
single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one 
directly, affects all indirectly.” The destiny of one 
can impact the destiny of the many; collectively 
we can enrich lives. 


Years of investing effort, resources, time in 
staff development and having the best possible 
technology-based learning platformshaveresulted 
in our schools being able to provide successful 
distance learning in a very short span of time. 
Student engagement has been above 96% and it 
is remarkable how much resilience our students 
have demonstrated. Parents have supported 
their children’s distant learning, very often whilst 
working at home remotely. We salute our parent 
body for the support that they have provided so 
that learning is sustained. The collaboration of 
our key stakeholders — parents, students, teachers, 
staff and leadership and governance teams - has 
weathered these unprecedented times. 


Our frontline workers have been our teachers who 
have guided our students’ learning with innovative 
techniques to enable students to learn whilst 
managing their wellbeing in a new education 
setting. Kudos to our teachers, leadership teams 
and to all staff doing their very best. Teachers, 
jointly with students, initiated online graduations, 
online MUN Conference, Year 6 Project Exhibition, 
Video Walking Tour of the Year 11 Visual Art, 
Online PYP to MYP and MYP to DP Transitions and 
academic mentoring among many others. 

| hope what we all will take from this pandemic is 
that you students will impact change and become 
the leaders of the world. Be bold! Be strong! Be 
resilient! Fight on. Stand for something! And most 
of all be great in all that you do! 


As ever, | am looking forward to the next academic 
year 2020-2021 with even more innovative learning. 


Poonam Bhojani 
CEO Innoventures Education 
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Message from the Principal 


This academic year has been the most unusual one 
in our history and, | am sure, will remain as such. 
We started the academic year with exciting plans, 
and this Yearbook will help us to recall a delightful 
array of activities and events that we shared, The 
happiness and engagement that is evident in the 
photographs and descriptions remind us of our 
successes and achievements this year. 


The onslaught of a worldwide pandemic has 
tested many to their limits, but we can proudly 
say that together we have adapted, reacted 
and changed to do all that we could to ensure 
learning, engagement and community continued 
in these most challenging of times. These unusual 
circumstances give new meaning and importance to 
our mission statement: to empower students with 
a holistic, rigorous and international education for 
Ms. Jayne Needham success in an ever-changing world. As an IB world 
school, we continually promote the attributes of 
the IB learner profile and strive to become inquirers, 
knowledgeable, thinkers, communicators, principled, open-minded, caring, risk-takers, balanced and 
reflective. Never has there been a better opportunity to test ourselves and to ‘walk the walk’ in these 
regards. Willingness and ability to adapt to a new norm, to innovate, collaborate and to ensure high 
standards endure has been incredible to witness in both students and staff. As many of our main events 
continue online, including debates, MUN conferences and graduation ceremonies, our student leaders and 
staff demonstrate their skills and set a fine example to us all. 


| would like to thank our wonderful teachers and support staff who have worked tirelessly to inspire, 
support and encourage students during distance learning and for setting a fine example for so many 
aspects of the IB learner profile. They have ensured that the happy and inclusive ethos of our school has 
been able to endure, and students are well prepared for the next stages in their education. 


Thank you to our parents’ association who have been central in community building to augment and 
enhance the experiences of our whole school. We were so blessed to have International Evening go ahead 
before the site closure; this and other spectacular events unite and bind us. The parents’ association 
committees continue to work tirelessly, to contribute graduation gifts and support for school events. They 
support students, parents and families and we appreciate their care, dedication, time and ability to react 
to the needs of the community. Thank you, PADIA! 


Thank you also to the Yearbook team for recording our memories of a rich and fulfilling year at Dubai 
International Academy. Enjoy looking back over this year and all that has been achieved and we look 
forward to, hopefully a less eventful, but nevertheless equally successful academic year to come. 


And finally, to the graduating class of 2020 who have had the most unusual conclusion to their time with 
us and still face uncertainty going forward: we wish you the very best for your future and know you are 
fully prepared for all that this brings. You are part of the DIA family and we look forward to welcoming you 
back whenever you are able. You have left your mark in such positive ways and we wish you every success 
in your next adventures. 


Milestone Achievement 


‘€” Dubai International 
Academy made history, 
becoming the first ever 

World School Games 
World Rankings 
leaderboard 

winners for 201922 


WORLD RANKINGS 2019 


British School Al Khubairat 237.5 E 


Children’s International School, & | 
220 
Lagos 


JESS Arabian Ranches 190 
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THE WORLD SCHOOL 
GAMES Raha International School 183.5 


The Grammer School 
at Leeds 
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British International School 
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The School Leadership Team 
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Poonam Bhojani Jayne Needham Graham Walmsley Hitesh Bhagat 
CEO Innoventures Education Principal Head of Primary School Head of Secondary School 


AAA 


Emma Cottingham Ruchika Suchdev Olivia Raisbeck Manuela Watfa 
Primary School Deputy Head Primary School Deputy Head __—Primary School Deputy Head Primary School 
& PYP Coordinator (Years 2-4) & EY Coordinator Deputy Head-Pastoral 
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Michelle Puxty Sean Kelly Robert Jennings 
Deputy Head of Secondary Assistant Head Academic, Deputy Head of 
School - Academics MYP Coordinator Secondary School - Pastoral 
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Pam Parasram 
Deputy Head of Secondary 
School, DP Coordinator 
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Robert Bunyon Susan McMechan Mihail Kouzev Samira Sarafandi 
CP Coordinator Assistant Head Academic, Director of PHE and Sport, Director of Arabic and 
Years 7-9 Co-curricular Activities Islamic Studies 
John Henry Bell Michael Stephen David D Souza Navneet Singh Katoch 
Director of Learning Director, Finance & Group Finance Manager Group Administration 


Administration Manager 
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Message from the 
Head of Primary School 


The success of our students is built on the partnership we have 
with our families and the DIA community. | am so grateful we 
have such an amazing relationship with our community and we will 
continue to strive to be the outstanding school that our families 
can be proud to send their children to immersing students into the 
IB philosophy. DIA Emirates Hills has a culture of high expectations 
for students and staff alike and it is our goal that each and every 
one of our students develops a lifelong love for learning, with a 
plan for the future and with the skills necessary to be successful 
in anything they put their mind to. The combination of focusing 
on our students’ academic success, creative energies and their 
social and emotional well-being creates an environment where our 
students do amazing things every year. 
| believe that together we can continue to move this amazing 
school forward, TOGETHER being the operative word. | have no 
doubt that we can accomplish whatever we set our minds to if 
Mr. Graham Walmsley we work together as a whole school community. As the saying 
goes, “Children must be taught, how to think, not what to think”. 
We, together with parents, educational professionals, and your 
student(s) are in the perfect position to provide the greatest education for your students. This team 
effort will provide the foundation for their success in life. While there is no doubt that our dedicated 
staff, students and parents will have to maintain a laser-like focus on the task at hand, we will also 
balance our work with fun activities and noon sports. We will continue to provide a safe, productive, 
and memorable educational experience for the entire family. We are dedicated to do whatever it takes 
to succeed. 
We can be sure to share that we will never stop improving when it comes to ensuring that your child gets 
the best when it comes to the delivery of our curriculum and the curriculum itself. Knowing that our staff 
are passionate about their profession is comforting as they will always strive to improve. Our students are 
just as passionate about learning - with this combination, one can only but expect success! 


Message from the 
Deputy Head of Primary School 


Well this year has certainly been a different one. The mums and dads peace did shatter 


To sum it up: But they survived and that’s what matters 


2019-2020 a school year with change a plenty They now know what we do each day 


Everything was going so well - until That teachings hard and not all play 


Gorotia caste feactul spell They played their part and helped a lot 
With all schools closed ~ so frustrating Thay ikemiemnbeted sit tnay Jong forges 
Locked down at home — isolating | am sad but it’s time for me to move on 


We learnt and taught safely from home My years here have quickly gone 


By chiseled Wathoe alae | will miss the children and the staff 


We hada teamitcouldinct beat We've all worked hard but enjoyed a laugh 


Ne. Bante Contincharn And very soon again we'll meet Such a good school is hard to find 
We learnt some things, we won't forget And a little of me will be left behind 
And did it through the internet | will keep an eye on each of you 
The children took it in their stride And pray you'll do the same thing too, 


They met the challenge and didn’t hide 
They missed their friends and time to play 
But still worked hard throughout the day 
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Message from the 
Deputy Head - Early years 


This year started the same as any other school year but it is ending 
in an unprecedented way. As we come to the end of the first term 
where all learning has been conducted online, it is a good time to 
reflect on the way our school and our views of teaching and learning 
have changed. 


As ever, | have been amazed at the innovation, flexibility and 
resilience shown by our teachers, pupilsand parents. For our youngest 
learners who are used to ‘learning through play’ distance learning 
has presented huge challenges. However, this term has highlighted 
the most important aspect of our school’s purpose which is to 
promote a sense of community and wellbeing. Somehow, despite 
all the obstacles, this has been maintained and the relationships 
between teachers and their pupils are stronger than ever. 


Moreover, distance learning has demonstrated the importance of 
parents as partners in their child's learning. Educational research 
3 tells us that the most important factor in ensuring children are 
Ms. Olivia Raisbeck successful learners is the support they receive at home. Our pupil's 
are very lucky as we have seen the huge efforts made by our parents 
to support their children’s learning through this difficult time. Our 
parents have been patient, supportive and resilient, and have continued to build on their partnerships 
with their class teachers. As a community, we have all demonstrated many aspects of being a successful IB 
learner particularly being ‘open-minded, caring and reflective’. 
This term has taught us the importance of our school being a community. We are all looking forward to 
the time when the children can sit together with their friends in their classrooms and play outside without 
fear. Until then | am confident that DIA will continue to work effectively as a school community even if it 
isa virtual one for the time being. 


| wish you a safe and happy summer holiday. 


Message from the 
Deputy Head - Pastoral 


There is only one way to start this message. Thank you for your 
support and confidence! 


We have certainly embarked into unusual circumstances in the last 
term of this academic year with the on-line learning. Although the 
start posed challenges; our students have welcomed the diversity and 
tackled it like true IB students would. They have kept an open mind 
and open heart to see what lessons had to offer and embraced the 
learning with creativity and positivity. Well done students, you have 
made us proud! 


We have often told our parents that learning does not stop inside 
the classroom. Well this was our opportunity to put it to the test! 
Our teachers have, like the students, welcomed the challenge and 
explored, developed and consolidated the on-line learning. It has 
been a steep learning curve which continues to grow and intensify. 
We thank our teachers for their dedication and hard work! 


Ms. Manuela W: Our parents have always collaborated with our teachers to support the 
SIGE ENCE students in their learning journey. We have just taken this to another 
level and become an even stronger team. Thank you, parents, for the 
hard work and contributions you have made, this would not have been possible without you. 


Before | leave you with a quote by Henry Doherty, | would like to wish you all the best for the summer break. 


“Be a student as long as you still have something to learn, and this will mean all your life.” Every experience 
in life will teach you something new. 
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Marie de Villiers Sheela Dey Dina Prasadini Dekker Dr. Indira George 


HR Manager Group Admissions Mohammed Yehia School Secretary & Medical 
Manager Regulatory Compliance PA to CEO Superintendent 
Manager 
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Rina Mehta Seema Vinod Rony Thomas Rohan Sunsoa Sabir Mohammed 
Learning Advancement Education Technology Group Procurement & Administration Accountant 
Coordinator Coordinator Facilities Manage. Officer 
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Praveen Lowis Moras DelinaFernandes _—-Tharanga Prasath FM Jacob Edward A. Belen 
Accountant Administration Administration Administration 
eeeounrane Assistant Assistant Assistant 
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Roscel Moreno Gegelyn Granil Mohammed Abdul Mahesh Baiju Radhakrishna Gopala 
‘Administration Administration ‘Aziz PRO Lab Technician Driver Driver 
Assistant Assistant 
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Administration Staff 
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Claudia Nisrine Abdul Malak Irma Gebska Arlinda Gracias Matilda AlJeries. —- Maryke Vieira 

Helmerichs Front Office and Front Office and istrative Administrative Administrative 
Senior Adenisalors Admissions ‘Admissions Coordinator Coordinator Coordinator 


Executive Executive Executive 


Marian Steyn Nisha Naidoo Sameera Lavisha D Almeida Julia Angelina Rosal Brual 
‘Administrative Senior HR Executive _Elkhazendar HR Executive Michelle Alvares HR Assistant 
Coordinator HR Executive HR Executive 
Pace] { 
Suchitra D'sa Suja Prajusha Carolyn Deocaris Lelanie Fernandez Grace Swing 
Nurse Vijayalakshmi —_—Perinjilamalayil Lab Technician Lab Technician Lab Technician 
Nurse Nurse 


Resource Management Services 
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Jessica Louise Raeside Jesiah Muyco Analiza Incipido 


Librarian Resources Coordinator & Library Assistant 
Library Technician 
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Schools adopted in Nepal, 2015-2018 
First School - The Lohapur School, Nepal 


Students of Innoventures Education visited 
Nepal in 2016 and 2018 to break ground on the 
first and second schools sponsored by GIVE 


Investing in REAL Change 


GIVE - The Innoventures Education group-wide 
consolidated philanthropic initiative is committed to 
provide ongoing support to causes identified by our 
students. 

At Innoventures Education the most important thing we 
do for our children is to help them develop global values 
and emphatic life skills. 


The students of Innoventures Education have determined 
that providing education and access to clean water 
should be the focus of GIVE by contributing to 
international communities. Locally, during the global 
pandemic GIVE has supported many families in distress 
with repatriation provision and financial assistance. 


HISTORY OF CONTRIBUTION (2014-2020) 


Over AED 2 million raised from schools + nurseries _in- 
cluding 50% contributed by the Board of Directors of 
Innoventures Education. 

In partnership with Dubai Cares, GIVE sponsored 
3 schools in Nepal and 2 schools in Malawi. 
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Two schools adopted in Malawi - 2019 & 2020 


IATECH 
TEAM 


UTTAM, SAMNATH, LISHA, ASHFAQ 
RANDY, MICHAEL, KAVITHA. 


Primary School Teachers 


g 


Tracy Jane Wicks Leanne Brannen Stephanie Chelsea McLoughlin Chantel Joubert 


KG 1A KG 1B Anne Martin KG 1D KG 1E 
KG IC 


> 
= 4 cf 
Jessica Graham Jenna Lee Janz Heidi Phyllis Pereira Sally Jane Jessica Jane Simon 
KG 1F KG 2A KG 2B Potter-Irwin KG2D 
KG 2C 
~ £, 
Kay Stothard Yogita Amonkar Erin Sander Laura Smith Kopal Bansal 
KG 2E KG 2F Year 1A Year 1B Year 1C 
_ A 
Jacky Johnson Jodie Harries Claire White lydia Jackson Shona Wills 
Year 1D Year 1E Year 1F Year 2A Year 2B 
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Primary School Teachers 


A? BAL? 


Barbaralynham Stephen Hurren = Andrea Coyle Francesca Edwards Niamh David James 
Year 2C Year 2D Year 2E Year 2F Siobhan Smith Duggan 
Year 3A Year 38 


Sara Ann Louise Queen Stacey Hubbard James Mc Lean David Allen 
McDermott Year 3D Year 3E Year 3F Year 4A 
Year 3C 


Anita Joanna Das Phillip Lydon Aine Kelly James Brunton Jamie Sewell 
Year 4B Year 4C Year 4D Year 4E Year 4F 
Z S| qQ 
Jonathan Harkin Teresa Lenihan Masuma Ashikali Joseph Crook Natalie Jenson 
Year SA Year 5B Year SC Year 5D Year SE 
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Primary School Teachers 


BAe 


Gina Flavia Pino Thomas Collins Lyndsey Hardy Karlien Stephan Sally Saaid 
Year 5F Year 6A Year 68 Year 6C Year 6D 


Re) 


Izel Storm Natika Lewis Heidi Erika Collyer Faith Gasacao Marzo_Rini Aloysia John 
Year 6E Year 6F Head of Arts (Music) Music KG1 & KG2 Music and Movement 


98s 


Kiran Asghar Dar Kiran Lakhiani Ann Alicia Free Jouri Bastiaans Mark Patterson 
Art Art Head of PE PE PE 
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Cherise Mary Henn Maria Elena Torcelino Mark LesterDe Real Carmela Grasparil Aparna Ravichandran 
Fe PE PE Assistant Life guard T 
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Primary School Teachers 


£ AA? 


Milena Isacchi Wahiba Hamdi Rosario Garcia Giacomo Filippini 
French French Spanish Spanish 
Tiziana Pinto Romina Di Stefano Cristina Ricci 
Italian MT Italian MT Italian MT 
t oa g fk 
ah 
Asma Al Mohammed Yomn Safi Eman Jamal Abdalla Reham Ahmed Maha Ezzat 
Arabic A Arabic A Arabic B Arabic B Arabic B 
Coordinator Coordinator 
g 
Nadra Arafeh Omaima Samah Abdelhares Rana Yousef Rehab Ahmed 
Arabic B Mohammed Mohamed Othman Mohamed 
Arabic B Arabic B Arabic KG1 & KG2 Arabic B 
Asmaa El Kurdy Asmat Jabeen Tasnim Bayyari 
Islamic A Islamic B Islamic B 
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Primary School Teaching Assistants 


Kholoud Alhraki Amna Ahsan Marife Manalili Niki Stavrou 
Teachers Assistant Teachers Assistant Teachers Assistant Teachers Assistant 
KG 18 KG 1D KG 2A KG 2C 

4 
Udeni Mala Angelina Melody Dhanya Deepesh sylvia Gamal 
Kapuwatta Weerasinghe Teachers Assistant Soliman 
Teachers Assistant Teachers Assistant Year 1A Teachers Assistant 
KG 2D RG2E Year 18 
Razan Julie Anne Atien- Elisa Cairoli Sonia Petafi 
Al-Mosha’sha’ za Langcaon Teachers Assistant Teachers Assistant 
Teachers Assistant Teachers Assistant Year 2F Year 3F 
Year 1C Year 1E 
Saria Abu Harb Ula Al Gailani Rehab Saleh Nuha Balawi 
Teachers Assistant Teachers Assistant Teachers Assistant Teachers Assistant 
Arabic A Arabic B Arabic B Islamic A 
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Primary School Teaching Aides 
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Ruth Montejo Geraldine Recinto Roselyn Gamboa Mary Ann Jubay May Jacildo 
KG1A KG 1A KG1B KG IC KG1C 


Karen Antulijao Nerisa Inaudito Joylyn Sombria Evelyn Alcantara Emma Malacas 
KG 1D KGIE KG 1F KGIF 
ae 
Aa 
Fd u 
Arlene Aquino Princess Escobar Judy Malaluan Naneth Rada Girlyn Maigue Igual 
Del Mundo KG2B KG2B KG2C KG2D 


KG2A 


Ingrid Siapno Maricar Blanco Maricel Mahidlawon Elizabeth Sible Shirley Aborot 
KG2E KG2F KG 2F Year 1D Year 1F 
‘a> 
= 
Manilyn Tinidad April Bignayan Ivy Razon Jo-Anne Estrada Charisse Marcelo 
De Leon Year 2B Year 2C Soliman Year 2E 
Year 2A Year 2D 
A A A Pa 
J “ 
Rosalie Loveta Rhodora Llaneta _Lucita Morales _ Evelyn Pakatang Cherilyn Giannefave Talle 
5S Lab SS Lab SS Art SSCRA Macadangdang Pantry 


Reprographics 
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PS Inclusion Team 


QAd 


Donna Edwina Nida Al Madani Andrea Kasem Doris Mendez 
O'Sullivan Learning Support Learning Support Learning Support 
SENDCo 


Malin Ehrman- Amna Khawar Monica Nanda Carla Pereira 
Sylvander Teachers Assistant Teachers Assistant Teachers Assistant 


Social and Emotional 
Support Counselor 
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PADIA 


PARENTS ASSOCIATION DIA EMR ATES HILLS 


As a voluntary association, PADIA’s focus is on parental engagement to enhance community building 
and community service. Here is a glimpse into some of what PADIA achieved in the 2019-2020 


academic year: 
Communit Sharin, Support J Communit 
af e Giving Back PP Y 
Buildi Feedback School Service 
* Uniform shoy 
Wild Wadi ae Sports Days 
waterpark event Leesesitite soa + Sustainability 
+ Winter Souk : *Cateer fair * Weeldy pop-up 
* International Monthly peste speakers Ripe Market 
Evening meetings with Eke . Opportunites . Ubrory book 
+ Social clubs school a for Service contribution 
* Parent Coffees ‘+ Regular email seececes * Opportunities 
communication Awareness for student 
*Bi-weekh 
eters oe campaigns ~ Service Action 
* Supporting bike safety oes 
Gesciatienyess comemrity crea Glee 
Biaparents business hough engagement 


All parents and guardians are invited to join PADIA as a leadership team member via the annual 
elections, or show up to the weekly core team meetings to see how you can help execute initiatives 
throughout the year, and get to know other parents at the school! 


A big THANK YOU to this year’s PADIA team for their commitment, passion and dedication in 
enhancing the experience of our DIA family. 


Left to right: 2éla Martins ~ Treasurer, Nameetha Jacob, Naira Bhutta ~ Chairperson, Saba Nasser ~ Vice Chalrperson, Arti Rao, Deepa Kumar ~ Secondary School Chair, Dinesh Bhatia ~ 
Primary Schoo! Chair, Shipra Gulatl, Souhelr Lotfi ~ Event Coordinator, Vandana Bahl, Purvi Parikh - Secretary, Wafa Gaby 


Missing: Joy Samaniego, Katia Ramos, Alessandra Buonaccorsi, Neeti Tandon, Divya Singla, PS Class Ambassadors and Year Representatives, S Year Representatives 


M Email: Padiadubai@gmail.com 


Ea Facebook Group: PADIA-Emirates Hills 
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International Evening 


International Evening 2020 


The Greatest Show on Earth 


Well, our wonderful DIA Community did it again...but 
this time bigger and better than ever!!! 
our DIA 


end of 


Everybody's the year, 

International Evening, the 
February, with 60 countries represented with beautiful 
stalls, fabulous food and displays along with dazzling 
stage performances, it really was the most memorable 


favorite night of 


came round at 


event of the year. 


Our heartfelt thanks go to our fantastic parents and 
families who put together this spectacular evening to 
celebrate our cultural diversity and unique school spirit. 
A chance to honor our home countries and to appreciate 


and learn more about other cultures in the spirit of 
international-mindedness and with an unforgettable 
feeling of togetherness 


To our wonderful team of MCs, our head students, 
Aditya, Ananya, Carl and Alex, thank you for making the 
night so special for us all. We hope you will have fond 
memories of International Evening to take with you into 
your future as reminders of your time at DIA. 

Lastly our thanks go to our parent volunteers in PADIA 
and our DIA Facilities team who helped the whole 
community put the event together with planning and 
logistics. 


We all look forward to International Evening 2021!! 


PADIA Team: PADIA volunteers met regularly to plan initiatives and 


to share feedback with the school leadership team. 
Thank you to all the volunteers for their time and effort throughout the year! 


Pre-loved Uniform Shop SS Career Fair Lost & Found 


SS Vey 


Community Service Initiatives: Managing the pre-loved uniform 
shop and Lost & Found, supporting SS Career Fair, Bicycle Safety 
Campaign, Library book contribution, supporting local businesses 
via our PADIA Facebook page, Gifts for graduation classes (KG2, Y6, 
Y11 and Y13), Parent Awareness talks on Digital Awareness, Career 
Coaching, Nutrition, Friendship, and other well-being topics. 


Y11 Graduation Gifts Y11 Graduation Gifts 
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Y10 Moral Education Activity Library Book Contribution Bicycle Safety Campaign 


Sustainability Initiatives: Introducing the weekly organic Ripe Market and Eco-Friendly theme for International 
Evening, Environment clean-up initiative in PS. 


Community Building: Parent coffee mornings, Yalla! Social groups, Bake sales, Teacher Appreciation events, Wild Wadi 
Waterpark event, Winter Souk, World Arabic Language Day celebrations, Sports Day refreshments for students, and 
many more! 


International Evening 


Mother Tongue Teachers 


AAR 


Laetitia Abramo Annick Kientz Christele Deepika Bahl 


French f 
French Mugnier-Bajat Hindi 
Mother Tongue Mother fougue French Mother Tongue 


Mother Tongue 


agad 


Elena Bueno Julia Catalina Minna Kallio-Alanen Heidi Gerda Kaan Tine Kaalund 
Spanish Roman Nadal Finnish Danish Danish 
Mother Tongue Spanish Mother Tongue Mother Tongue Mother Tongue 

Mother Tongue 


> = 
i,t 
4 
\ 
Florentine Van Paulien Jongman Francesca Asscher Amara Kwekkeboom Olivia Cornette 
Beurden Dutch Dutch Dutch Dutch 
Dutch Mother Tongue Mother Tongue Mother Tongue Mother Tongue 
Mother Tongue 
cm 
= 
Paulin Piesker Natascha Prigge Tina Heimberg Chengli Weng Maria Rensfeldt 
German German German Mandarin Swedish 
Mother Tongue Mother Tongue Mother Tongue Mother Tongue Mother Tongue 
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PS Arabic A 
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PS Arabic B 


RLY 


We made a crown as a fun activity after we I can understand what | am hearing Ican read long sounds 


learnt new letters and words from my Arabic teacher of letter Ba‘a 
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PS Islamic 


Islamic studies is part of the DIA curriculum and is compulsory for all students of Muslim religion. 


In 2019-2020 the Islamic department has had several opportunities to celebrate religious events. One of 
the main events was the celebration of Prophet Muhammad PBUH’s Holy birth. It was encouraging to 
see both parents and students participated enthusiastically. On the day of celebration favorite food and 
cuisines of Prophet Muhammad PBUH's were shared with the DIA community. 


Quran memorization remains a focus for all Islamic studies students as they are encouraged to participate 
in the IVE] Quran Competition and recite the learnt Surahs and Hadeeths. 


Additionally, the visit to the school Mosque (Prayer room) and ablution area has helped to develop the 
practical knowledge and understanding about daily prayers and religious duties. 


Ms Asmat Jabeen 
PS Islamic Coordinator 


PS Islamic 
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UAE National Day 
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UAE National Day 
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PS Art 


Visual arts is an integral part of learning. Important skills such as creativity, observation, perseverance, 
self-expression, focus, collaboration and discipline are accomplished which form a strong base for 
students to strengthen their self-confidence and develop their personalities 

2019-2020 has provided students with a wide range of opportunities to interpret art, share ideas and 
form opinions, use visual information for a variety of purposes, develop their critical thinking skills and 
work their way through some challenging projects. 

Students were introduced to world famous artists, such as, Piet Mondrian, Pablo Picasso, Laurel Burch, and 
Georgia O'Keefe. Appreciation for multicultural art was promoted through projects which encouraged 
students to be Inquirers and Knowledgeable as they learnt about artists and diverse forms of art, do 
research and make personal choices to present their gained knowledge. Being Risk-takers to use and apply 
different art techniques and mediums, celebrating achievements, reflecting on learning experiences, 
demonstrating Open mindedness while respecting peers and their ideas, gaining confidence, and being 
committed to their work and more, was all a part of the creative art journey this year. 


PS Music 


Primary Music Department 


Year 1, 3 and 5 took part in many musical experiences in the classroom! Among many other inquiries, Year 
1 students enjoyed playing on percussion instruments and learning to read and write their own rhythms. 
Year 3 students dived deeper into how instruments in the orchestra make sound. Year 5 composed short 
songs on Garageband and looked at how certain Musician have become successful 


Year 2, 4 and 6 students were absolute Risk-Takers, and had to take part in Music through online learning 
Despite all the challenges, there was enthusiasm and enjoyment shared amongst us all. Year 2s continued 
to read, write and play a variety of percussion instruments found right in our own kitchens! Year 4 
progressed extremely well through Music theory, as well as the Year 6 students 


| know all the teachers are missing teaching students face-t0-face. We all cannot wait to see you at 
school, and continue to share, create and enjoy Music next school year! 


Miss Heidi Collyer 


KG Music 


I'm so proud | was your music teacher in KG. I've watched you learn and grow. We worked so hard and 


had such fun in singing, dancing and playing instruments. And most of all in preparing our concerts. You 
are all confident to show what you have learned. 

To all my KG music class we had so many special times, | just want you to know you will always have a 
special place within my heart. 


Ms. Faith Marzo 
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PS Dance 


Dance is a powerful medium to express one’s values, thoughts, and aspirations about the lives we live and 
the world in which we live 


Education in the art of dance develops the knowledge and skills required to create, perform, and understand 
movement as a means of artistic communication. Our Lessons from Year 1 to 6 includes improvisation, 
technique, choreography, performance, observation and analysis and also provide exposure to dance 
history and cultures, kinesiology and anatomy, and movement. 


This Year DIA Dance-verstiy students have performed and participated at various events ie International 
day, Concert in the Quad, Innoventure Got Talent 2019 and won 1st prize 
Education in the art of dance engages the artistic processes of creating, performing and critical analysis. 


These processes require students to know about actions, use critical thinking skills, excel in nonverbal 
reasoning and communication, exchange ideas, work cooperatively and collaboratively with others, and 
interact within a multicultural society 


More comprehensively, education in the art of dance develops kinesthetic and spatial learning as well as 
intra-and interpersonal knowledge of self and others 


‘So take a deep breathe and Just Dance “ 


SWMINTERS CONE » 
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PS Inclusion 


What an interesting year 2020 has been! As we reflect upon 
the year the inclusion team are proud to be supporting 
such hard-working students. From the classroom to online 
meetings on Teams, you have all proven to be risk-takers 
throughout this learning journey. The learning support 
teachers and assistants at DIA have been there every step of 
the way, guiding students to ensure positive outcomes and 
achieve goals. 


Evidence based programmes including Toe by Toe, Reading 
Recovery and Power of Two have continued to support 
studentsandhaveimpactedpositively onin-classperformance. 
Other booster groups include social development, physical 
development, and inquiry skills; all students involved have 
made excellent progress. 


Each day students came to school/meetings online with a 
smile, ready to face new challenges. These challenges helped 
us become balanced, knowledgeable inquirers, Thank you 
for all your hard work. It was a pleasure to watch you grow 


PS Choir — The DlAtones 


The DlAtones compromises of 55 students, from Year 4-6. We continued to sing at school events including 
the National Day assembly, Winter Souk and various assemblies. We collaborated with RWA at the annual 
Innoventures got Talent, held at DIA Barsha 

The DiATones performed once again at two annual tree lighting ceremonies, held at The Movenpick JBR, 
as well as The Pullman, JLT. Always representing DIA proudly! 

We also continued our involvement with The Middle East Choir Festival, with a VERY successful performances 
The choir reached a whole new level with this performance, attacking the very advanced song “4 Chords” 
with absolute gusto!! 

Due to a global situation this year, many of our events had to be cancelled. | have no doubt that all choir 
members are very excited to return to school next school year. When we do return, students will be heard 
singing through the corridors once more, during their rehearsals. 


Next year we look forward to continue singing and performing together and making DIA proud! 


Go DiAtones! 


Ms. Heidi C. and Ms, Faith 
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PS Choir — The DlAtones 
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Spanish Mother Tongue 


Tras otro afio de ensefianza del programa de 
espafiol como lengua materna en horario escolar, 
nos complace observar cémo los nifios han 
mejorado en su vocabulario y expresién tanto 
oral como escrita. 


Las extraordinarias circunstancias ocurridas este 
afio nos han obligado a realizar nuestras clases a 
distancia. Gracias al esfuerzo conjunto de padres, 
alumnos y profesores, hemos conseguido sacar el 
curso adelante y finalizar el temario con nuestros 
objetivos cumplidos. 

La misién del programa de espafiol como lengua 
materna es poder unirnos como comunidad 
y ensefiar a los nifios nuestro idioma y cultura. 
Compartimos la visién de que en el futuro, los 
nifios puedan desenvolverse sin problemas 
en su propio idioma, un idioma que se habla y 
aprende en todo el mundo, y dedicamos nuestros 
esfuerzos a que se sientan orgullosos de conocer 
nuestra cultura comun. 

Nuestro programa de aprendizaje sigue el 
curriculum escolar espanol, utilizando como 
material escolar los libros de texto, cuadernos 
espafioles y paginas web oficiales. Ampliando 
nuestro temario segtin las necesidades de los 
alumnos para completar su formacién. 


Participan en el programa los nifios de KG1 y KG2, 
como actividad extraescolar, y de year 1 hasta year 11, 
en horario lectivo. Al tratarse de grupos pequefios, 
nos permite personalizar la ensefianzae seinteractuar 


mucho con los nifios y que disfruten de la actividad al 
tiempo que aprenden. 

Este supone una gran oportunidad para los nifios cuya 
lengua materna es el espaiiol. Esperamos ir afiadiendo 
més actividades que complementen el programa y 
estrechen los lazos de nuestra comunidad. 

After another year teaching the Spanish Mother 
Tongue Programme we are glad to see how all kids 
have improved not only in vocabulary but also in both 
oral and written expression. 


Due to the well known extraordinary circumstances we 
faced in the last few months of the school year, we have 
been teaching online. Thanks to the big effort made by 
students, teachers and parents, all Spanish MT students 
have achieved their goals and learned all thecontents in 
the syllabus. 

Our mission to teach the children our language and 
culture also bonds our community. We are committed 
to the vision of our children being able to perfectly 
communicate in their own Mother Tongue, a language 
used by millions of people around the world. We are 
also dedicated to make our students feel proud of 
knowing our common culture. 


Our learning programme follows the Spanish Language 
School curriculum, using textbooks, notebooks and 
official websites as school material. Expanding our 
agenda according to the needs of any individual 
student to improve their knowledge. 

KG1 and KG2 children learn Spanish MT language as an 
extracurricular activity but children from year 1 to year 
11 learn Spanish MT during allocated official school 
hours. Being small groups, allow us to personalize 
teaching methods and to interact more closely with 
children organizing playful activities in an amusing 
atmosphere. 

The Spanish MT Programme is a fantastic opportunity 
for students to learn their own language. Next year, 
we expect to increase our variety of activities to 
complement the Spanish Programme and to strengthen 
ties with our community even more. 


French Mother Tongue 


Curriculum and organization 


non- 


profit French Association of DIA - FADIA 
the French native speakers immunity of DIA 
s in charge of the administration, 
d organization of the 


recruitrr 


sons. 


ur prog 
and KG2 a 


Vis run from Y 


to Y12 during school hours 
activity 


an after schos 


ch National 
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om Y2 to Y10, the stud he Fre 
C iculum 
yroup level. We follow the CNED program which is 
French national home schooling system accredited 
by the French Authorities. On a voluntary basis, th 


students can register with the CNED and get a | 


in accordance wit eir re’ 


ertificate at the end of the year. 

In Y11, the students are prepared for the DELF B2 

diploma. This dip! required to register in most 
nch speaking The registration to the 
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Fun and Culture 


In addition to 
objectives of the Fre 
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NED 
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national 
si include cul 
aspects in the lessons, 
with a special fo ture. The primary school 
students annually participate in a reading challenge, 
which ends with a small party in the park with pizz 
and ice-cr 


4s on lite 


am for al 


This year again, thanks to volunteer parents, our stude 


10 perform on stage during inter 


were proud 
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In addition to the educational aspects, our initiative 
allows our children to socialize and help them to f 
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Finnish Mother Tongue 


Finnish Programme at DIA -yhdistyksen seitsemas 
toimintakausi on tulossa paatékseen, Lukuvuoden 
2018-2019 aikana suomen kielta on opiskellut 36 

KG-luokista 


oppilastaaina 


nuorimman 


1B-ohjelmaan, 


opiskelijamme ollessa 3-vuotias ja vanhimman19- 
vuotias. 


Ahkeran opiskelun ohella oppilaat ovat saaneet 
juhlistaa 


luokassa merkittavimpia suomalaisia juhlapaivia 
Lisaksi 


Suomi edusti perinteisesti koulun kansainvalisessa 
illassa 

28.2.2019, talla kertaa teemalla “Suomen kesd”. 
kertaa 


Tana vuonna ensimmaista 


opetusohjelmamme 


historiassa oppilaamme on kirjoittanut suomen 
kielen 


osana |B-lopputukintoa. Suomen opetusohjelma 


onnittelee lampimasti Leoa! 


Tavoitteenamme on jatkaa _yhdistyksemme 
arvokasta 
tyéta, jotta suomen kieli sailyisi vahvana 


ulkosuomalaisten 


oppilaidemme keskuudessa. Onkin ollut ilo 


huomata, 
etta myés kotimaahan palaavien oppilaiden 
aidinkielen 
taidot ovat olleet riittavat suomenkielisessa 


ymparistéssa 

toimimiseen. Kiitamme Suomi-Seuraa luokkamme 
toiminnan tukemisesta. 

Tervetuloa suomen kielen luokkaamme! 


The Finnish Programme is completing its 7th 
successful year. Over the academic year of 2018- 


2019 36 students 

from KG to IB program 
have been attending 
our programme. Our 
goal is to maintain a 
high standard of Finnish 


language skills to 


reinforce the connection DUBAI UAE 
with our home country. 

Along with the mother 

tongue studies, the 


students get a chance to celebrate prominent 
Finnish 


holidays. Team Finland also participated school’s 


International Evening in February, this time our 
theme 


was “Finnish summer”. 


This year, for the first time in our programme's 
history, 


our student graduated from IB program with 
Finnish 


language asa part of the exam. Finnish Programme 
congratulates Leo, well done! 


One of the main goals of Finnish MT Programme 
has been 


achieved when some of our students have 
returned to 


Finland with confidence in their Finnish language 
skills. 


We are looking forward having new students 
joining 


our program for the upcoming years. 


Welcome to our Finnish mother tongue class! 
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Finnish Mother Tongue 


Danish Mother Tongue 


The Danish Mother Tongue Programme has had yet 
another eventful and active year offering full language 
immersion to our Danish students in our dedicated 
classroom at DIA - and later in the year, as online classes 
taught daily via MS Teams. 


er 


Our students from Year 1 through to Year 11 are taught 
comprehensive language acquisition skills alongside our 
dedicated cultural and literary units, ensuring that our 
children are not only speaking, reading and writing in 
their mother tongue, but also building a foundation for 
understanding and engaging with cultural practices, 
history and traditions, colloquialism, humor and much 
more. 


All year groups are reading a variety of Danish literature 
via our virtual library, and all students are offered home 
learning activities on a monthly basis, in addition to the 
class teaching. 


Every Wednesday, we have been welcoming our 
youngest students from KG1 and KG2 into our Danish 
Play Group CCA, where conversational skills, singing, 
counting, story-telling and vocabulary-building is our 
primary focus to ensure the early onset of their language 
development. 


The Danish Mother Tongue Programme follows the 
national standard and guideline, “Feellesmal for Dansk”, 
set by the Danish Ministry of Education. Our aim is to 
support our students all the way to Year 11, where they 
may present themselves for the diploma of "9, klasses afgangseksamen” in Denmark. 


In our dedicated Danish classroom, we strive to create ‘a little piece of Denmark’, where our students 
feel at home and enjoy forming friendships both in and out of the classroom setting. We work with our 
students in small groups, allowing for differentiation and individual support to ensure that each child 
develops at his/her own pace. 


Parents can follow up on their children’s learning in our weekly newsletters, at parent-teacher conferences, 
when receiving individual test results, as well as through our dedicated “Dansk pa DIA” Facebook Page, 
where we showcase the students’ learning 


The Danish Community at DIA proudly participates in celebrations such as the annual International 
Evening and we have our own social gatherings, such as “Christmas-Hygge”. 


For further information on the Danish Mother Tongue Programme, please contact the Danish Parent 
Committee: info@danskpaadia.com 


German Mother Tongue 


German mother tongue classes at DIA have been 
taking place since 2008/2009. 


Children with a German mother tongue 
background are welcome to join this paid activity, 
which is organised as part of the normal school 
day. The mother tongue classes are taught in year 
groups (Year 1 up to Year 11), allowing children 
of the same age from different classes to develop 
their home language together. Through the use of 
German text books and the incorporation of the 
UOI topics, the students will deepen and expand 
their German vocabulary, their reading and 
writing ability and simulate the use of these skills 
in everyday situations 


Deutsch @ DIA 


Das Angebot ‘Deutsch flr Muttersprachler’ 
an der DIA wird seit dem Schuljahr 2008/2009 
von einer Elterninitiative mit Unterstdtzung 
der Schule organisiert, Alle Kinder mit einem 
deutschsprachigen Hintergrund und sehr guten 
Deutschkenntnissen kénnen gegen eine zusatzliche 
Gebihr daran teilnehmen. 


Der Unterricht, der in den Stundenplan der Kinder 
integriert ist, wird durch qualifizierte Lehrkrafte 
jahrgangsweise durchgefuhrt und umfasst Year 1 
bis Year 11 


Anhand deutscher Schulmaterialien _kénnen 
die Kinder den mdndlichen und_ schriftlichen 
Sprachgebrauch_ festigen und — themen-und 
handlungsorientiert anwenden 


J 
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Swedish Mother Tongue 


The teaching of Swedish Mother Tongue at DIA aims 
to ensure that students maintain and develop such 
knowledge in and about the Swedish language that it 
enables students to stay in Sweden for a period of time. 
Through teaching, students are given the opportunity 
to develop their spoken and written language so that 
they become active bilingual or multilingual, and gain 
confidence in their language ability and can express 
themselves in different contexts and for different 


purposes 


Teaching help the students conquer knowledge 
of the structure of the Swedish language. It also 
stimulates students’ interest i speaking, reading and 
writing in Swedish. Classes also help students develop 
knowledge of how to formulate their own opinions 
and thoughts in different kinds of texts. Additionally, 
they are encouraged to express themselves through 
other aesthetic expressions and classes provide 
students with conditions to developing their cultural 
identity. 


The teaching of mother tongue does in summary, give 
students the conditions to develop their ability to: 


* formulate and communicate in speech and writing, 


* adapt the language to different purposes, 
recipients and contexts; 


* distinguish linguistic structures and follow 
linguistic norms; 


* read and analyze fiction and other texts for 
various purposes; and 


* reflect on traditions, cultural phenomena as well 
as natural and social issues in Sweden based 
on comparisons with conditions in other 
countries. 


Outside school the Swedes also engage in 
traditional, yet very much fun and appreciated, 
activities such as Fettisdagen (The Fat Tuesday), a 
day in March dedicated to eating a very heavy and 
fat bun to prepare for the upcoming fast 


SUF VM which is a sports competition held 
amongst Swedish schools abroad around the world 
Further do we celebrate Lucia, which is a beautiful 
celebration taking place in December (where, as 
opposed to the UAE, in Sweden it is dark and cold) 
and children sing beautifully dressed in costumes 
and candles. 


International day is an excellent opportunity to 
share the Swedish love of “fika”, which basically 
means having coffee, cookies and a chat. The school 
ear of 2019/2020 will forever be remembered by 
oth parents and students, We were all really put to 
the test to keep tuition going during the Covid-19 
crisis. On March 5th school closed for what ended 
up being the rest of that school year, and learning 
had to be transitioned to e-learning and classes 
online. For the Swedish class it took a few weeks 
to get organized and get on the online platform, 
but as soon as we found a good routine Swedish 
mother tongue was up and running! We naturally 
face numerous challenges along the way (not least 
technical ones) but thanks to good old Swedish 
practicality and a bit of stubbornness, we made it 
work and managed to keep the Swedish language 
very much alive and flourishing! 


Italian Mother Tongue 


The Italian mother tongue classes have been 
running at DIA as part of the school curriculum 
since 2015 


It is offered in Primary, Secondary and as self- 
taught for DP students. 

In our classes, we follow the national curriculum 
and guidelines, providing our pupils with books 
currently in use in the Italian school system. 

We believe in the importance for children living 
abroad to maintain their native language but to 
know as well their home country traditions, customs 
and habits. Hence every year we organize shows 
and events to provide a full cultural experience 


Italian classes are quite small in number. This helps 
the child to be more concentrate, productive and 
get a tailor-made lesson 

We offer as well an introduction to the Italian 
language for children in Kg 1 and Kg 2 once per 
week as an after school activity. The kids get 


involved in activities designed to build up their 
vocabulary through songs, stories, images, art & 
craft. Our main aim is to ensure their early approach 
to their mother tongue. In Kg 2 our little learners 
start developing their writing and reading skills to 
be ready for their big jump in Primary school 


To access the mother tongue program, students 
need to have a basic level of speaking and 
understanding Italian. All new students will be 
assessed to evaluate their language level 
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Hindi Mother Tongue 


Hindi mother tongue program, with 
constant and unfailing support of the 
Indian community at BIA, continues to 
grow and is the largest mother tongue 
Program at DIA 


India is a land of cultural and linguistic 
diversity where children speak/read/ 
write different languages. Keeping 
this in mind, the curriculum is tailor 
made to all children of Indian origin 
and adopted to each child’s prior 
knowledge and capabilities 


Embracing the home culture is a 
necessity to support the child’s mother 
tongue language. Therefore, we also 
bringalive our country, India, inthe little 
hearts of our thinkers by establishing a 
bond with culture, history, geography 
so that the child is both intrinsically and 
extrinsically motivated to learn their 
mother tongue. 


Through the course of this year - our 
focus with beginners has been to lay solid foundation by focusing on learning alphabets, basic concepts 
and vocabulary that will enable children to recognize sounds, speak and do basic reading. Our more 
advanced risk takers have come a long way from speaking, reading basic sentences to engaging in 
meaningful debates, creative writing such as advertisements, posters and plays. It’s faschating to see 
the enthusiasm in these students as they relate to our Incredible India and enhance their knowledge of 
language. So proud of their achievement! 


COVID-19 presented a new challenge and opportunity to us all. am proud to share that students have 
adopted to the new mode of teaching and classes are progressing very well. Our classes continued as per 
schedule and use of online platform gave us an opportunity to add quiz as a regular section. This helped 
improve grasp of topics with high participation and engagement. 


Overall, it’s been an absolute gratifying experience to see our young achiever’s passion for learning Hindi 
language 


difwataea (Deepika Bahl) 
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Modern Foreign Languages 
(French / Spanish) 
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Year 4 students 
were inquiring 
into Vocabulary for 
diffrent shops and 
items in French. 
They were sharing 
information with 
classmates 


PS Athletics and Cross Country 
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PS Sports Day 2020 


‘8 


PS Football 


B 


bar’ 


es ji ee 


‘8 


PS Netball Team 
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PS Phuket 7’s Football Tour 
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PS Phuket 7’s Football Tour 


PS World School Games 
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PS World School Games 
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This year | have had the greatest pleasure in teaching the KG1 Ant class, They have been the most 
incredible bunch of children. Full of life, laughter and love. We have faced so many challenges this year 
and yet our children have come out on the other side stronger and more confident. Through purposeful 
play, and the ability to inquire about the world around them, they have become knowledgeable risk- 
takers. 


Together the ant class have formed many meaningful relationships, and learned to praise one another 
and show how caring they can be. We have made sure to tackle learning with a ‘hands on approach’ 
making learning as fun as possible. We have shared so many special moments together like, going to the 
Dubai Opera house and falling in love with the story ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’. And we can’t forget 
the wonderful trip we had to Green Planet during our unit ‘Sharing the Planet’. 


To my little Ants, who are all so ready to face KG2 with confidence and independence! Laugh often, 
dream big and reach for the stars. Thank you to all of my parents for the wonderful year, ongoing 
support and the amazing parent-teacher relationships 


We will miss you so much! 
Ms, Tracy, Ms. Geraldine and Ms, Ruth, 
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| can remember the very first day each child begun their school journey with me and it has been an honour 
and privilege to watch them develop into the Principled and Caring learners they are today. They have built the 
foundations of their learning and most importantly, developed a love for school 


My Bumblebee class; | couldn't be more proud of you all. You have grown into Independent Inquirers as you played 
and learnt with one another, | know you will all continue to flourish as you progress with your school learning 
journey. Remember, ‘You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer yourself in any 
direction you choose.’ — Dr Seuss 


Above all, thank you to all the parents for your continued support throughout this year, we could not have done it 
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without you! 
We will miss you all so much! 


All the best to you all, Ms. Leanne, Ms. Kholoud and Ms. Rose. 
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This year children have built the foundations on which future learning and possibilities will thrive. They 
have grown personally, socially and emotionally, nurtured friendships with their peers and teachers and 
developed holistically. Through inquiry children have acquired knowledge, skills, independent critical 
and creative thought and international mindedness. 


It has been a pleasure to work with such a charismatic group of children that are keen to learn, construct 
and reconstruct knowledge through practical experiences and purposeful play. The children have 
demonstrated how Caring, Principled, Knowledgeable and Open Minded they are. 

Thank you to all of my wonderful Caterpillars and their families for working in close partnership with 
me throughout the year to enhance every child's learning. | know my Caterpillars will all be amazing, 
whatever they decide to be in the future. Just remember to follow your dreams and never give up, now 


spread your wings and fly! 


Best wishes, 


Ms. May and Ms. Ann. 
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This year has been a really fantastic and fulfilling year of learning, exploring and most importantly 
personal growth in the children in my class. This has been so rewarding to see. Each and every child has 
had such a great and enthusiastic attitude to their learning and have enjoyed all the challenges that have 
come their way. 


It has been such a pleasure and privilege to see the continuous and positive development of the children 
in my class and how they have grown. In their journey in KG 1 they have learned many new life long skills 
such as being Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Principled, Open-Minded, Caring, 
Risk-Takers, Balanced and Reflective which is evident in their wonderful and excellent progress. 


A few highlights from this year that the Dragonfly class have thoroughly enjoyed are, making special 
friends, discovering new and exciting activities, going on field trips and having fun on the bus, learning 
from our year 6 buddies and outdoor play. 


The children in the dragonfly class have become so mature in how they handle conflict, difficult situations, 
self care and how they express themselves and | am immensely proud of them for doing so. 


It has been an absolute pleasure to be part of their learning journeys and see them blossom into such 
kind, caring, selfless and amazing children with a passion for learning and self discovery. | can’t wait to 
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see what is in store for them next. 


Ms Chelsea, Ms Amna and Ms Karen 


hr 
ul © IFA : 
Aarav Bajaj Adam Ayoubi Alexandar Triki Arjan Sachdeva Clement Miquel 
- — 29 ) oy { ) As — 
\ 
( A ( i mil . 
Georgi Stanev Giulio Campagnoli Joseph Brady Kaira Manucha Khadija Allam 


6 mi hlhUW 


Leila Moshref Leyla Dimmich Liza Polhout 
fa] : + 
5 , y 
- ” _ 
Mariana Duarte Mehr Ahuj Norah Pineiro Oliver Tarpio 
4 aS 
C at 


Rayan Hauch Reya Khanna Uzayr Alladin Vansh Matta 


“y 
iv @ 


Luma Ramm 


ae 


Viktor Mekionis 


| 7 By 


This has been a year of growth, development and many changes for KGIE. They have shown how 
resilient they are regardless of the challenges they have faced. By being ‘Risk Takers’, they have not 
only taken on a new teacher in term 2, but also taken on online learning with great enthusiasm. | am 
so proud of how the Earthworms have shown their determination to succeed. 


A big thank you to all the Earthworm families who have worked closely with me to ensure that the 
needs of all the children are met. | wish all the children in KG1E the best as they continue on their 
learning journey. 


Ms Kelly Seymour, Ms Nerisa and Ms Joylyn 
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“Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from serious learning. But for children, play is serious learning.” 


KGI Fireflies, it has been my absolute pleasure to join you on your journey of serious learning and | will treasure 
the memories we have made. | can remember meeting each of you for the first time, whether that was back in 
September or more recently this year and | can only admire how much each of you has grown. Our class is full of 


charisma, unique personalities and whole lot of love 


Although this year has had a few challenges, | am inspired by how our class have overcome any obstacles in their 
way, showing resilience and a passion for learning. You have become independent inquirers, knowledgeable young 
people and expressive communicators, Each of you have shared special memories together in your first year at 

big school” and | hope you remember our field trips, dress up days, junk model creations and most of all, playing 


together, for many years to come. 


Thank you, Fireflies and your families, for taking us on your learning journey, asking questions and keeping us 
on our toes. You are so very ready for the next phase in your adventure. Keep being the confident, risk taking, 


enthusiastic learners you are, and you will go far 


Be brave, be creative, be kind. Be you! 


Ms. Jessica, Ms. Evelyn and Ms. Emma 
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This academic year was not a year we all expected. We have been facing challenges that have never 
been faced before, but we succeed not just in school but throughout our distance learning time as well 
by being truly Open-Minded, Caring and Balanced. We built new friendships, challenged ourselves and 
shared lots of memories. 


We confidently presented our knowledge and hard work during our very first PYP Mini Exhibition, 
showcasing not just our communication skills, but also our ability to share ideas and work together. 


Through our Units of Inquiry we had the opportunity to explore different topics and to share our 
knowledge and experiences through hands on projects, posters and show and tells. We enjoyed working 
together with our Year 5 buddies on exciting projects such as our walk to the Lakes exploring our 
different senses. 


We truly enjoyed taking part in whole school events such as National and International Day that helped 
us to learn more about our community and about the different countries from around the world. We 
could engage in lots of fun activities on Sports Day and share our enthusiasm towards reading on World 
book Day. 


Thank you to all the parents for your support, we made a great team, wishing you all the best for your 
new adventures in year1 


Ms Jenna, Ms Marife and Ms Arlene 
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Our year in KG2B... 2020 has been an ADVENTURE! 


We started the year meeting new friends of different nationalities and became risk takers as we faced new 
challenges within KG2, all working towards becoming independent learners. We engaged in activities 
that enriched our multicultural awareness through celebrations and events such as UAE National day, 
Chinese New Year, Christmas, and International day which made us open minded to cultures other than 
our own. 


Our mini PYP Science Exhibition gave us a chance to be inquirers as we engaged in fun and challenging 
activities, and asking questions that would enable us to become more knowledgeable. We deepened our 
understanding of the world on field trips, like the ones we took to Umm Sugeim Beach and the Opera 
house. 


The most challenging and successful part of 2020 has been Home Learning. How do | say thank you? 
Thank you for being the most amazing enthusiastic learners, thank you for being the most amazing 
fantastic parents, it was a privilege and pleasure to have all of you in our online classroom. 


Always strive to be the best that you can be. 
Best Wishes 


Ms Heidi, Ms Judy and Ms Princess 
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Throughout the year the children in Clownfish Class had lots of fun learning new skills in order for them 
to become independent learners. They made firm friendships within the classroom and have learnt how to 
care and show respect for each other. 

In our Unit of Inquiry ‘Sharing the Planet’ they developed their research skills, learning about Endangered 
Animals, different Environments and Pollution. The work they produced for our KG2 PYP Mini Exhibition 
was amazing and they were able to explain what they had learnt. 

We want to thank every child for their individuality, beautiful characters and sense of humour. Clownfish 
class have given us many treasured memories and have been outstanding as we travelled with them on 
their learning journey. 

You have developed your skills and are caring, thoughtful, independent and creative in everything that 
you do. A little part of each of you will always be with us. 

Strive to always be the best that you can be. 

During our distance learning you have astonished us with your enthusiasm and resilience and we are so proud 
of all of you. 

We wish you all the best for Year 1 and will miss seeing your smiling faces everyday. 

All our love 


Ms Sally, Ms Niki and Ms Naneth 
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Wow, what an exciting year it’s been in our KG2D classroom. | am in awe of your growth and resilience 
to the year we have had. Your inquiry skills have grown through the exploration of learning in our 
classroom and you demonstrated this at our amazing KG2 PYP Exhibition. You have all shown Open- 
minded learning in our days spent together and have learnt how to become considerate and Caring 
learners to those around you. | am so proud of you all and of everything you have accomplished. You 
have shown myself, Ms Udeni and Ms Girlyn what superstar Risktakers and Thinkers you are, and | have 
loved watching you grow into Inquirers. When I look and remember all your special faces | will always see 
unlimited possibilities and amazing memories. 


Always remember to Dream Big, Be Brave and Stay Kind! 


Ms Jessica, Ms Udeni and Ms Girlyn 


72a 


aS 
Adam Rustom Arissa Malhotra Chloe Kfoury Chloe Salibi Daniel Chukrallah 
Blackaller 
ar B S| | | =i 
Edgar Andrei Elise Meulewaeter Emily Pleysier Hannah Haq Hugo Trask 
Cojocaru Gonzalez 
= DD > 9 
\ | oa 
\ = 
fuaan (Arora Kayan El Hmayssi Kohsheen Kristina Valenzi Lea Takieddine 
Vashnavi 


3 69 


Leena Zanati Lucas Geoghegan Philip Frandevi 


d P — ‘a 
Sofia Steindorf Stamatios WilliamMa — Yuvaan Tibrewala Zachary Sawyer —Zoeya Qutab 
Giannopapas 


|| 7) 


Asa teacher, there is nothing more rewarding than seeing how you all have grown and developed over 
the year and in so many ways; socially, emotionally and academically, blossoming into a caring group of 
young individuals. This year has been no exception. Although our medium of teaching changed, you all 
have shown me how resilient, adaptive and resourceful you are. | couldn't be more proud. 


Through our time together you have shown me an enormous amount of energy and enthusiasm that 
you then channelled into your learning, enabling you to become skilled Risk Takers. Through our Units 
of Inquiry, we learned to be independent learners by investigating, experimenting and questioning. This 
made our learning come alive by being ‘hands-on’ learners working with real materials and objects. 


Through Read Write Inc, sounds soon became words that invited you into a wonderful world of reading 
and writing. Your love of stories is a love that will last a lifetime. 


By learning together, we have had a wonderful year filled with fun meaningful experiences, which will 
cement all your future learning. | truly wish you all, ‘all the best’ for Year 1 and ‘thank you’ KG2E, you 
are amazing. 


Ms. Kay, Ms. Melody and Ms. Ingrid. 
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Words cannot describe, 

The thoughts in my mind. 

All l'can say... You - My Flounders have excelled 
in every way! 

You are Responsible and Smart, 

Learning through Play is how you start, 

You explore as you Play 

And flourish the Inquiry way. 

Confident Communicators with an Open Mind, 
May it be Hazza or the Wild Fires, 

You always Research with great pride. 

You displayed Self -Management skills at your 

first PYP Fair. 


You Socialized and Reflected and your Knowledge 
you did share. 


Ihave never been more proud of you, 
As you embraced the sudden change, 
You sat indoors for months at end 
Due to the Covid 19 scare. 


That didn’t stop you from learning and having the 
much needed fun. 


Adiva Goel Amadeo Juan 
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Through Raz-kidz and seesaw but | think Live 
sessions were where the excitement and the 
communication, really begun. 

We had Show and Tell and | spy... 

‘And guessing games too! 

But the best was when we saw our friends three 
times 

a week and shared all our news! 

| am privileged to have been a part of your 
journey My Flounders - be VERY PROUD! 

| wish you all the best KG2F — Year 1, here they 
come! 

| will cherish these memories for years to come as 
it’s something we have never witnessed before. 
Online learning has been a challenge - parents, | 
could have never done it without your support. 
Thank you each and every one of you - you 
definitely gave it you best shot 

It wasn’t easy for all - for which | leave with the 
famous two thumbs up! 

Ms. Yogita, Ms. Maricel, Ms. Maricar 
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Dear Year 1A 

It has been such a joy to have you all in our class this year. 

We shared many laughs and had a fun filled year 

You showed us show Knowledgeable you are by enjoying every activity we completed in class. You 
were Reflective by trying to do better and learning from your mistakes. 

You showed your creativity through our Creation Station and built lots of weird and wonderful things, 
in the Role Play area, where you could use your imagination and be whomever you wanted to be. 

We read books together and shared our own stories. 

Field trips, Winter concert, plays and sports day showed us how we can be amazing Risk-Takers. 
Then Covid-19 hit and all that we knew changed. 

Our lives were turned upside down and we found ourselves having to stay home and not come to 
school or see our friends. 

Thank you all so much for how bravely you handled this unique situation. 

Our live sessions of learning and storytelling and sharing will go down in history. 

It made being away from one another that much easier but we can all agree that going to school is 
WAY BETTER 


Stay cool and healthy and happy! 


Love Ms Erin and Ms. Dhanya 


£F99 29 


Aadhya Abbas Zaveri Adam Kamel Adhrit Ram Alexander Carolan Alexander Salama 
Guruprasad 
i) , 
* ‘ 
~ —_ — , > ame = — At 
~~ /|/ is 

= aA i i i & f i a | 

Alyssa Trichardt Avira Sridhar —Christoffer. —EmiliaKron = EmnaTriki_ Ethan Joseph Farah 

Moller Elashmawy 


4 Pe 


Jen Ming Leow Kabir Chopra Leonardo = MariaThomas_=—s Maxime_—_—Millan Escobar Rayan 


Redivo Wienand Ramos Bouzayane 
Ay & “4 ey 
—_ 4 A 5 


Rooh Kamkar Salwanitani SofiaFerreira_  SofiaNadal Sophie Kurian Stanley Hissett_ Viola Camaiora 
Cirne Ortiz 


tT ia 


so in| 


Year-end has come round all too soon in 1B and I'm so proud of what we have achieved together. 


We have created some wonderful memories through the excellent opportunities we have been given; 
we dressed up as our favourite book characters to celebrate ‘World book Day, visited ‘Dig it’ to explore 
our Unit of Inquiry into transport and experienced different national dress and customs as part of 
‘International Day’. 


The children have been great Inquirers this year and we have learnt about the need for different transport 
systems, exploring who we are and looking at different countries in our class, and the importance of 
looking after the planet and recycling. Year 1B demonstrated their fantastic knowledge and confidence 
in these areas by taking Action outside of the classroom and sharing their experiences. 


Most importantly | have been impressed with how resilient and Caring the children have been during 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. It has shown the children in their best light as Communicators 
and Risk Takers by trying out new and challenging activities. | have enjoyed watching them grow both 
academically and emotionally as individuals and | have every confidence and belief in them moving 
forward into next year. 


Good Luck in Year 2! 


Ms Laura and Ms. Maricel 
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Year 2020......a year that taught us all to be Open-minded and Risk-takers. 


We started the year in our classroom. We learned to be Knowledgeable, Caring and to communicate with 
our new friends. We were Inquirers and Thinkers when we learned about the transportation system, 
recycling, countries and cultures. We also went on some great field trips like ‘Dig It’ to learn about forces 
and friction and the ‘Etihad museum’ to learn about the UAE culture. 


Soon the world changed due to the pandemic Covid-19 and our learning took a different turn. Our 
classroom became empty but our zest for learning did not stop. We got used to a new way of learning 
called ‘remote learning’. Lessons were sent home and we looked forward to seeing our friends during 
live sessions and communicating via various electronic tools. Our perspective to learning changed as we 
not only gained knowledge about living things and stories but also learned skills that are not confined 
to the classroom. 


1am proud of each one of you for showing such resilience in accepting this new way of learning. | would 
like to thank all of you for helping me in accepting a new way of teaching. 


Good luck for all that life will bring to you! 
Ms. Kopal Bansal and Ms. Razan Al 
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Year 1D, the end of our year together has come around too quickly, | can’t believe our fun-filled 
year is over! 


Throughout this year we have explored some fantastic topics, living things, cultures, our home 
countries and many more. We had many exciting fun days together dressing up as superheroes for 
our sports day, our outings during our transportation unit to ‘Dig It’, checking out some pretty cool 
baby chicks and even celebrating ‘World Book Day’ by dressing up as our favourite book character. 
These are among few of the many exciting days we have spent together. 


Sadly, we are not spending the last couple of months together in person. | want you to know how 

roud | am of all of you to overcome such big challenges and how you all have adapted to online 
learning during COVID-19. You have been amazing, balanced and open-minded students during this 
time and you were extremely determined to be nothing but ‘Super Stars’ throughout. 


Thanks a million for all of the wonderful memories, | am exciainely grateful to have to feet your 

teacher and watch you grow. Know that without a doubt your laughter, giggles, chats, jokes, ideas, 

personalities and seeing your smiling faces have brought much happiness into both my life and 
izabeth's. 

This year it has been an absolute pleasure having you as part of my day and my Great privilege being 

pag. of yours! | wish you all the best in your new year and | am sure you will all continue to ‘shine’ 

in Year 2! 

Lots of Love 


Ms Jackie J and Ms Elizabeth 
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What an extraordinary year it has been for 1E, for so many different reasons! 


Throughout Year 1, we have become curious Inquirers and creative Thinkers - making connections between life in 
school, life at home and life in the world. Together, we have investigated different transport systems; reflected on 
our Responsibility to reduce, reuse and recycle waste; explored connections between living things; discovered more 
about each other's cultures and shared some of our favourite stories. 


We shared lots of wonderful learning experiences in Terms 1 and 2, including a trip to Dig It; participating in a 
Superhero themed Sports Day; celebrating International Evening and dressing up as our favourite book characters 
for ‘World Book Day’. A highlight of the year was performing in our first class assembly, sharing a special message 
with our family and friends about being Open-Minded through the story of ‘The Crayon Box that Talked’ 


The path of our Year 1 learning journey changed for Term 3, as staying at home became the most important way of 
Caring for each other. We were Open-minded and Risk-takers as we transitioned to distance learning; discovering 
new ways to learn and to Communicate with each other through the use of technology and developing our Self- 
Management Skills as we engaged with our learning activities independently at home. 


| could not be prouder of all that you have achieved this year and the Principled, resilient learners that you have 
shown yourselves to be, It has been both my pleasure and my privilege to be your Year 1 teacher and to have had 
the opportunity to learn and grow together with you all. | look forward to seeing you again soon and celebrating 
your successes as you continue your learning journey into Year 2, | know there will be many! 


Ms Jodie and Ms Julie Anne 


9 28 ~~ Ba A 


Adam Nasser Aleksandar AlexandraGenova Ayaan Ahuja _— Chiara Uchytilova Chloe Damry 


Rajakangas 
’ ‘ i) é j— we be 
fa \ y f f i il os 
Daniel Dabaghi Dela Saadati DimKreunen Gabriel Bisht_ Hamza Zaki —-HarryRyan_Jessica Wong 


Bravo 


B 
Year 1E 


me iE 


83044284 @6 


, 
| +] } 
— | cow? a a ~~ 
Kastanie Lykke Kingsley Zhao Lia Eckert Mina Streit Nicolas Engels Rahim Sacoor 
Filskov 


AassA A ; 
le er ne 


Romy Corsi. Samara Mimani Theo Walmsley 


Tomas Veer Shetty Vittoria William 
Csobonyei Menegazzi Varghese 


|| 7) Ba 


94 


Year 1F 


This year in 1F has been full of fun, smiles and laughter, albeit sometimes virtually, we have had such 
a wonderful journey. | am so proud of how you have adapted to the new changes with finishing the 
school year at home and | am sad that | didn’t get to spend the end of the year together with you in our 
classroom but | will always cherish the wonderful memories we have made. 


Our trip to Dig It, the fun at Sports Day, sharing lots of yummy food during the Food Extravaganza Day, 
celebrating birthdays with you, dressing up for World Book Day and sharing your favourite stories, our 
trip to the Etihad Museum, watching your Snail and the Whale role-plays, learning about Tilly the Turtle, 
seeing your incredible performance at the Winter Concert, watching the hilarious Dr DoLittle Show with 
you and of course lately meeting all your pets! 


Your voice notes, videos and the amazing effort you have put into your home learning has brought a 
smile to my face daily and | am proud of how Caring and Principled you are. Watching you grow over the 
last year has been a pleasure and we got through this strange year together, | will never forget it. | am 
so proud of each and every one of you. 


“How lucky am | to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.” Winnie the Pooh 


Ms. Claire and Ms. Shirley 
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| will start by saying how unexplainably proud | am of Year 2A! This year has been both absolutely 
fantastic, yet challenging as we have encountered new territory for us all. 2A have shown nothing but 
courage and resilience, smiling and having fun, whilst continuing to show that they are always willing 
to take risks to further their knowledge. You are all amazing members of a strong, resilient team and 
have shown yourselves to be the real superheroes. | have absolutely loved teaching this class and want 
to thank you all for such a wonderful introduction to DIA and an incredible year. 


Ms. Lydia and Ms. Elisa 
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To the amazing Year 2B, 


| am sorry that the second half of our year had to be based around chatting through a webcam and 
frantically typing onto screens. However | MUST say, you coped with the changes EXTREMELY well and | 
cannot believe how confident and competent you became at navigating your way through it. You have 
morphed into mini computer whizz-kids, and your energy and enthusiasm definitely made me miss you 
more. | am so proud of you and your ability to make a positive out of a bad situation, whilst still managing 
to have fun! 


We must focus on the first half of the year and clutch onto those memories fondly. We had a wonderful trip 
to the Sheikh Mohammed Centre, an adventure around The Lakes and we even invited some baby chicks 
to run around our classroom. | have really enjoyed being your teacher because we always tried to see the 
funny side of things, even when problems or learning felt overwhelming. 


Thank you for letting me secretly eat my snacks and drink my coffee during register time, and thank you 
for not telling on me to Mr Graham! Thank you for providing so much joy to my days - you really are a 
fantastic bunch of humans and | love you all dearly. There are so many things | am going to miss. Although, 
one thing | shall not miss, is constantly saying "MUTE YOUR MICS". 


Keep smiling, keep laughing and keep being YOU! 


Love from, 
Ms. Shona 
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What a joy it has been to teach Year 2C! 


From the beginning of the year you were Open-minded and Caring communicators. | adored how well 
you not only played together but also encouraged each other to try your best in all activities. This great 
community spirit was brought across to our E-learning as you wrote positive and motivating comments 
about each other's work. 


| have so many wonderful memories from our year together, from our outings such as the step back in 
time at the Sheikh Mohammed Cultural Centre, our Minibeast hunt around The Lakes to our celebrations 
and dress up days in class. My favourite memories are those when | have seen you each shine, like when 
you performed at our class assembly and Winter concert. | particularly enjoyed when you presented your 
research and projects to the class and was delighted to see you continue your personal inquiries even 


when working from home. 


1am so PROUD of each of you for being Risk-takers by approaching E-learning with a positive attitude 
and developing so many new skills. 


My wish for you is to continue to embrace challenges into Year 3 and beyond! 


Ms. Barbara 
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Year 2D 


This has been a truly amazing year in 2D for growth and development but more importantly, they 
have shown how determined they are regardless of challenges. We have been ‘Risk Takers’ in using our 
inquiry skills when investigating new topics. We have developed a wider skill set of communication skills 
and an ‘Open-minded’ approach to group work activities. | am so proud of how 2D have shown their 
determination to succeed as individuals and as a team. They are ‘Caring’ in everything they attempt and 
push themselves. | am very proud of every single member of 2D and it has been a privilege to sit at their 


tables this year and be a part of that journey. 
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What an AMAZING year we have had in 2E! It has been such a joy and pleasure teaching all of you this 
school year. Asa class you approached each of our topics enthusiastically and you have been so kind and 
caring to one another. We have watched you work, learn and grow so much and we are very proud of 


all you have achieved this year. 


Every day with you has been an adventure and we will cherish all our 
special memories from our trip back in time to the Sheikh Mohammad 
Cultural Centre, our Minibeast exploration in the Lakes, our Superhero 
Sports Day and our wonderful Dancing Assembly. 


Each of you showed excellent Resilience and Open Mindedness when we 
transitioned to e-learning and you were such fantastic digital learners 
I hope that you will continue to enjoy school with the same excitement 
and love for learning that you have now. Keep making good choices 
and let your wonderful personalities shine through. 


Good luck next year you are going to be amazing! 
Le gach dea-ghui, 
Ms. Andrea and Ms. Charisse 
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Well year 2F, what a year we have had. 


| will always cherish the months we got to spend together, our trip to the Culture Centre, the day | 
dressed up as a Victorian teacher and terrified you all by shouting “CLEAN YOUR NAILS", growing cress 
all over the classroom, Secret Santa presents around the tree, Just Dance during our brain breaks, the 
winter concert, the chocolate making (yum), our minibeast hunt around the lakes and world book 
day. Then, we moved to home learning and still managed to have so much fun together: our music 
video, my April Fools prank that tricked you into thinking | was a movie star, our dress ups, your super 
workout videos, introductions to MANY pets, new talents and some very unique obstacle courses. 


| know this has been a strange and difficult year for everyone in the world but | want to thank you and 
your smiling faces for making everyday exciting and happier for me. Without all of your lovely voice 
notes, videos and messages it would have been a very boring few months. We got through the year 
together and | will never forget it. | hope | have made you as happy as you have made me. 


“Go into the world and do well. But more importantly, go into the world and do good.” -Minor Myers Jr. 
1am so proud of you alll. 


Ms Francesca 
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Wow 3A, what a journey this year has been! 


Ithas been a real joy to be your teacher throughout the year. | have watched you be Inquirers; digging into 
the past to learn about archeology, Communicators; working as teams and showing how Knowledgeable 
you are when presenting your work. Most importantly, you have shown me how Caring you all are by 
always showing kindness and support to all your friends in 3A. For me the biggest highlight of the 
year was our Year 3 Camp, what a fun night that was. From playing dodgeball, eating pizzas, showing 
off your dance moves, drinking hot chocolate to chatting in your tents with your friends and FINALLY 
getting some sleep!! 


I could not be prouder of how you have shown resilience through this whole year. You were great Risk- 
Takers in how you all took on your Online Learning journey. Each day you worked on tasks independently 
and showed me how truly amazing each one of you are. 


I hope you all enjoyed your 2019/20 school year as much as | have, | know it is one | will never forget. You 
are more than ready to take on any challenges Year 4 may bring. 


Goodluck! 
Ms. Niamh 
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WOW! Where has the year gone?! | have seen the class go from strength to strength in their Thinking and 
Reflection, academically and socially, becoming more Knowledgeable during the process. 


Throughout the year, 3B have engaged in a broad range of topics, from being excellent Communicators 
by expressing themselves through art and technology, to being Inquirers into ancient historic artefacts. 
The students have been exceptionally Balanced, involving themselves in a range of different sporting 
events and even being huge Risk-takers with their first overnight camp. It has been so lovely watching 
how Principled they've been throughout the year when working with each other and making these 
wonderful memories together. 


We were extremely lucky to have the Caring support of parents to encourage Open-mindedness by 
recognising many different cultural events and celebrations. | have seen so much progress from these 


great kids and | truly wish them the best for Year 4. 


Looking forward to seeing shining stars in the future! 


Mr. David 
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3C YOU ARE STARS! 


You have been Risk-Takers when taking part in the Year 3 Camp@DIA and our assembly; Caring when 
working collaboratively and taking part in days such as World Book Day and Sports Day; Inquirers 
when becoming archeologists and excavating for artifacts and Reflective when editing your work, 
listening to feedback and guiding your own learning 


During home learning, | missed our class so much but you made me so very proud, you shown that 
you are Open-Minded students becoming independent, adaptable and tech-geniuses using Toddle/Pic 
collage/PP/Padlet/Word to record and share your learning. 


Your greatest achievements have been developing into confident Communicators who are caring, 
respectful, and enthusiastic leaners. It has been very rewarding to watch. | loved being your teacher! 


“The more that you READ, 
The more things you will KNOW, 
The more that you LEARN, 
The more places you'll GO!’ 
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Year 3D 


Whatan incredible journey for 3D this year. It has been my pleasure to grow and work with such passionate 
students. Each as individuals, we entered a new journey together and throughout the year we developed 
ourselves academically, personally and socially. This year has certainly been one to remember and | am so 
proud of how each and every one of 3D handled the challenges we faced. You have all kept me smiling! 
| have been amazed by so many fascinating personalities, who are well Balanced, Knowledgeable and 
consistently Open-Minded. 

Our Year 3 camp demonstrated a wonderful level of Risk-Takers and the Caring children that they are. 
It has been such a privilege to be part of each individual journey of Year 3 and | know you will all be 
SUPERSTARS in Year 4! 


You're off to great places, today is your day, your mountain is waiting... so get on your way! — Dr. Seuss 


Ms, Louise 
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3E what a year it has been! You have all worked so hard and it has brought you far. You have all 
become shining stars! 


Our highlight has to be your first overnight camp where you were all such Risktakers, spending 
the night away from your family. You showed true Caring values throughout the year, helping our 
Year 1 buddy class with their learning. You also became amazing Inquirers applying all your new 
learning to an archaeological dig. Your lapbooks were just superb! 


My proudest moment has to be our change to online learning and the way you embraced it. You 
grew in independence, became Thinkers and resilient learners. Your Communication Skills stepped 
up to the mark allowing you to successfully take part in Toddle discussion forums, Teams meetings 
and also create videos to present your learning! 


Always remember if you put your mind to it, there is nothing you cannot do. 


You know Ms Stacey believes in you! 
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What a journey we have been on 3F! 


To watch you immerse yourself in such a varied range of learning and to see how you have responded 
to challenges has been truly special. You have been Inquirers; digging into the past to learn about 
archeology, and have become more Knowledgeable through exploring how we organise ourselves in our 
communities and in the world around us. You have shown how Balanced and Open-minded you are by 
taking part in our Y3 Sports Day, Winter Concert and the Year 3 Camp. We have dived into a new world 
of online learning and defined what it means to be Risk-takers by embracing technology and turning 
homes into classrooms. You have continuously shown how to be outstanding Communicators, not just 
in school but virtually and through different forms of media. It has been so wonderful to watch the 
progress you have made this year. 


Mr. James 

a Lame i f ) . e -V- 

wl. / y 
Adam Maaita Anvika Srivatsa Asad Khawaja Athanasios Camelia Ava Daniela Dot Ribas 
Vitzileos Malek-Abhari 
' a 
zf / { 

Emilia Deckers Emma Florence Morris Ismail Khan Jack Hissett Jack Koebke Kara Sylvander 

Trevino Geoghegan 


18 2 


. 

ya 
Karim Pauwels _Lamprini 
Bachtsevani 


Marc Saad 


Natalie Botros 


} 
. 
rn Wy 


d 


Leo Valero LiamNunes —LisaAAmeye _Lynette Zhao Manya 
Venkatesh 
has ™ Gal ie 
ae - ~ 
fie “4 { 5 
, = = wr . 


Pedro Cordero Tristan Leander 


Lechner 


Ruben Jansen Van Sara Benna 


Vuuren 


| 7) Bg 


What an eventful year we have had! 4A have constantly demonstrated their capacity for kindness and 
consideration and their focus and work ethic, dealing with the numerous changes this year. 


The class list was all over the place, with Elke leaving in the first few weeks, then Elisabeth leaving and 
Carl joining. We had a lot of fun throughout the year: running stalls at market day, presenting a play 
on the digestive system, team building by racing chairs and making human knots, learning to code, 
dancing and meditation in the classroom and playing frisbee. Then with home learning in place, the 
kids demonstrated their resolve and focus with working at home so diligently. We also loved reading Mr 
Stink, The Wild Robot and Holes. 


| loved teaching 4A this year, with all the crazy characters that passed through the doors. 
| wish them all the best for the years ahead. 


Mr. David 
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What a year it has been! You have been true Risk-takers and Open-minded- moving from regular classes 


to online learning, from playing outdoors to staying indoors- YOU are our resilient heroes. 


It's amazing how much we pack into the school year, It has been a journey of exploration from healthy 
bodies to the world of explorers; from a business entrepreneur to learning about the relationship 
between humans and climate. It has been a rewarding experience to watch each and everyone one of 
you grow both academically and personally. You are a unique class and each one of you will always have 


a special place in my heart. 


Take your smiling faces, good nature and your friendships with you to make your next year at DIA a great 


one! Believe in yourself, continue to spread joy and chase your dreams. 


Ms. Anita 
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4C Legends, what an amazing year! 


It has been a real pleasure watching each and every one of you grow; individually you have all offered 
so much to our class of legends. | hope you all enjoyed 4C as much as | have enjoyed teaching each and 
every one of you. 


We have done so much this year; from inquiring into climates and healthy living, creating business plans 
for market day and learning how to spend/save money. You have all grown in confidence and shown 
what you are truly capable of doing. Above all, | am so proud of the way you all took to Online Learning- 
such amazing risk takers! 


Thank you for the hundreds of questions, your knowledge, inquiry skills and enthusiasm —| have enjoyed 
it all! 


| feel you guys are more than ready to take on the challenge which Year 5 holds. 
All the Best! 
Mr. Lydon 
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What a different school year 2020 has been! As | look back and reflect, | am proud of the resilient bunch 
of students you are 4D; from the classroom to meetings on Teams you have always been an extraordinary 
group of risk takers. 


This year we were ICT experts, scientists, mathematicians, writers but above 
all amazing friends! We enjoyed fun trips, inquired into new units, and | "4, « 

completed activities. | enjoyed watching you transform into businesspeople id 
for market day whilst learning how to make/save money! 


Each day you came to school/meetings online with a smile, ready to face 
new challenges this year threw at us. These challenges helped us become 
open- minded learners who cared for one another always. Thank you for 


your hard work, wild energy and kind ways. “ahoo tL fou? 
Oy ase roy dorilinng, 
whee yon Pup?” 


oe 


It was a pleasure to watch you grow, have an enjoyable summer and all the 
best for Year 5. 


Ms, Aine 
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Well, what a year 4E! My first year in Year 4 has certainly been memorable and | feel privileged to have 
shared it with such a fantastic class! 


A lot has happened this year; we became entrepreneurs running our own business for Market Day; 
learned about healthy lifestyles and the digestive system; followed in the footsteps of explores and 
inventors and became true climate experts. We said goodbye to old friends as Danielle, Liam and Eliska 
started new adventures in new countries. We welcomed a new member of our class, Jaana, and made 
new friends and new memories. 


Perhaps the biggest challenge we faced was moving to online learning. It was a BIG change for us all. 
But each one of you faced it with focus and dedication and brought the same bright attitude and excited 
enthusiasm to virtual lessons as | was used to seeing each day in class. 


| will miss each of you, but couldn‘t be prouder of you all and know that you are fully ready for the 
challenge of Year 5 and beyond. 


Good luck and stay safe! 


Mr. James 
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Year 4 F 


What a journey and experience this year has been! | have been blown away by how much progress you 
have made from our start as a class in September. You have gone from quiet little Year 3s to confident, 
independent and knowledgeable inquirers in such a short space of time. 


Reflecting back on the year we have had together you have shown some incredible skills and 
attitudes towards your learning. Working collaboratively, you used terrific communication skills and 
self-management skills to create and develop your own businesses for Market Day and have grown 
considerably in confidence when presenting your work. 


I have seen you become masters of technology when we made the unexpected change from a classroom 
to a screen in our online learning environments. | was so incredibly proud of each and every one of 
you in the way that you adapted to the change, were resilient throughout and still managed to come 
everyday to our sessions with the same bright and wonderful enthusiasm that | had got used to seeing 
everyday in our classroom, 


| would like to thank you for all of your hard work and energy that you brought with you during the 
time we spent as a class — it truly was a pleasure to teach you 


| hope you have a wonderful summer and | wish you all the best for Year 5. 


Keep smiling, 


Mr Jamie 
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A Year we will never forget in a hurry for so many different reasons. | often think back to the first day you all walked 
into my class and the expressions on your faces, the excitement was so refreshing. Before long we became a close 
team with new friendships developing daily. As | said so many times and will again, it was such a pleasure to work with 
you and your parents this year. Hand on heart, you have made me look forward to school each day. You all have been 
great communicators including your parents which made everything run so smooth throughout. As pupils you have 
been so knowledgeable, reflecting on anything and everything we attempted. You have been so caring in helping 
each other and risk takers by letting me know if things needed to be done in a different way to make your journey 
more comfortable. | can’t stress it enough, | have enjoyed teaching this Year's 5A the most in all my years of teaching 
and I genuinely mean that. For the above points | want to Thank You from the bottom of my heart. | have thoroughly 
enjoyed getting to know you all as individuals on our trips to the Dubai Frame, our week in Al Ain and other outings 
during the year. Its has been clear from day one that you all are developing into amazing human beings, each with 
different strengths and talents that will no doubt bring you future success. Be proud of yourself and your family. Your 
attitude and mindset has been second to none. This really came through during our Distance learning experience. 
Although we faced some speed bumps and challenges, we worked together to overcome and conquer. These are 
characteristics | would like you to continue to develop and put to good use as you continue on your life journey. | wish 
each of you the very best of luck in Year 6. | have no doubt you will continue to show off the best version of you. Thank 
you for making my final year at DIA so memorable. 


Successful and unsuccessful people do not vary greatly in their abilities, They vary in their desires to reach their potential.” 
~John Maxwell 


“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most certain way to succeed is always to try just one more time.” 
-Thomas A. Edison 
Mr. Jonathan 
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“The important thing is not to stop questioning.” - Albert Einstein 


Thank you 5B for an incredible year. You asked superb, inquiring questions to develop your understanding 
and increase your knowledge. 


“A mistake is a crash-course in learning.” — Billy Anderson 


Thank you 5B for an exciting year. You were courageous when you made mistakes and caring as others 
stumbled while learning. 


“Learning is a treasure that will follow its owner everywhere.” ~ Chinese Proverb 


Thank you 5B for a delightful year. You have been committed to your learning as you communicated and 
cooperated together. 


“Around here, we don’t look backwards for very long... We keep moving forward, opening up new 
doors and doing new things because we're curious... and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths.” - 
Walt Disney 

Thank you 5B for an exhilarating year. You have let your curiosity run wild, with splendid amounts of 
enthusiasm, to nurture creativity and let confidence flourish. 


Ms Teresa 
P ! 
pr 9 ; a € 
\ f /\\ 
A Pa / all ( wl 
Alejandra Arjun Misra Ayaan Khan Bram Polhout Ewan Chua Gina El-Issaoui 


Casanova Chaves 


AAP 2 


ao i “| 4 


= 
Hana Ceric Hania Abdelhamid Haran Pillai Hugo Lourmiere Inshal Alam Ishaan Nankani 


34 Pe 


‘8 


Year 5B 


Qo 3 


4 tal a al 4 xy 
= a 8 R 
Kevin Dib Kian Lara Kasem Laur Lotfi Laura Moussa Leandre Malte Vang 
Krahenbuhl Bredekamp 


. . , S Sid a 
4 4 rt) kf o 

a 2 o o & 
Maxence Muhammad Rim Jkini Rutvi Krishnan Saanchi Shetty Youssef Hassan Zed Billimoria 
Patesson Rana 


| 7) 


36 Bi) lU6GU 


What an exciting year we have had: from making memories with our buddy classes and practicing for our 
assembly, to visiting the Dubai Frame and a two-night camp in Al Ain, as well as making model of the earth’s 


layers and celebrating different festivals. It's safe to say we packed lots into the first half of the school year. 


As we moved into learning online and continuing our academic growth and taking care of each other's 
wellbeing, I must acknowledge how proud | have become of my class. They have all shared the responsibility of 


their learning, by ensuring they are online and have asked relevant questions to help develop understanding 


As we continue into the unknown, remember the skills you have developed over the last few months (the 


strength and endurance you didn’t know you had) and continue to apply them to everything you do. 


Looking forward to seeing your little faces soon. 


“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” -Eleanor Roosevelt 
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Well 5D, it has been a strange year to say the least. The first 5 months were amazing and the last 5 | could 
only see you through a screen due to COVID-19! It will be a year that we will not forget. For those first 5 
months, it was an amazing time in class. | looked forward to talking to you every morning and catching 
up on all the weekend's gossip. | looked forward to teaching you all the amazing things that you need to 
go forward in your school lives. 


From playing Werewolves, Truth Orange and Pokemon Dojos we have had such a fun year. Learning all 
about Geography, capital cities and an amazing trip on camp where | got to throw a few of you in the 
water. We also went up the Dubai Frame and some of you were so brave to stand on the glass middle 
(which | hated!) 


You have been absolutely fantastic and | will miss you all next year. | can’t wait to annoy you all in year 
6! Now | will leave you with names and quotes from throughout the year and here are some inspirational 
words from a true hero; 


“lam so cool and handsome,” Mr. Joe 


Name Name I 
Leen Leenus Enda Turkish Delight 
Mohammed Thank you for flying Emirates Somil Download Notability 
Jolie Polie Puddington Pie, talk 
Henrique Henrique Pique Jolie while the teachers talking and 
made him cry. 
Eleina Eleina Papayna Max K. Kubler Kaan 
Alman Alman Main Man Andrea Spanish Princess 
Mahi Bhatia Relax, Tiktok Queen Rishab Rishabus 
Ayden Finnish Bear Stan Stan the Man 
| Max B. Brontosaurus Maximilian | _ Fire and Destruction, Frodo 
Noah Sports man of the Year Isabella Izzy Wizzler 
Nadi Moaning Murtle Ageel Squeaker 
| Leo Handsome Dad Award Aditya Most likely to correct Mr. Joe 
Amna The Squirrel Armaan |__ THE TIMER! or Indian Bear 
Linnea Linneus or Listina Johnson Electra Brian 
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This has been a fantastic year and one that will not be forgotten in a hurry. It was my first year here 
in Dubai and you have all made it so special for me. Looking back on the first day in 5E brings so many 
happy memories; excited faces, nervous smiles as friendships developed and together, we became a 
team, a family. It really has been a pleasure to work with such kind, caring and open-minded children 
(and parents) and together you created a place where | looked forward to going every day. The journey 
you have been on has proven you are able to do anything if you take the risk and try. We have been 
fortunate enough to go on a few trips; The Dubai Frame, wow what and experience that was, as well 
as the residential trip to Al Ain. The memories created on the residential trip will last a lifetime; rock 
climbing, water rafting, kayaking and of course pushing all the teachers off the water obstacle course. 
You have been amazing role models to our buddy class KG2E being kind, caring and knowledgeable to 
help and support them throughout the year with their projects. You have all blossomed into such great 
pupils and amazing human beings and you should be proud of how far you have come this year. Your 
mindset when faced with difficult situations has proven to be ever-growing as we all embarked on a new 
style of teaching with distance learning. You have been patient, independent, reflective and most of all 
you have persevered with challenges that have been thrown your way. As you continue your journey into 
Year 6 | hope to see that your take all of these characteristics with you and shine brightly like you have 
done this year. Thank you so much for making me feel welcome at DIA and making my first year here in 
Dubai one to remember. 


Ms Natalie 
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Wow! This year has passed so fast, yet it has been full of unforgettable moments! Whether it be the Year 5 Camp 
that was full of laughter and fun with this amazing class, we've never had such a blast! The Christmas class party 
was one of the fantastic times we had in this lively class, and everyone's mouths were watering when the massive 
pizza entered the class! Unforgettable moments can happen with games and friends and FREETIME, but who 
would have thought that Minecraft can be really educational in a good way, we learned about natural disasters 
while making bridges out of bricks that WE had to decide. What a tremendous time we had with our KG 2 buddies, 
teaching thern new things as well as making spectacular inventions as a team. What a year we had so far but what 
a way to end it, sadly due to the Corona Virus we were split apart, locked in houses, but that did not stop us from 
chatting to each other, in fact we just opened the gate to a whole new personality, online learning is a great way to 
get together without being together, we are unlocking and revealing true personality’s that are a once in a lifetimes 
offer. We asked friends in our class what they think and here are words from the heart; ‘The thing | loved the most 
was to get know others from another perspective and the friendships everyone has made and how we are stronger 


together and it’s ok to ask for help. But think | liked the most is everyone excepted each other.’ 


By Layan Chreide and Andreas Craddock 
And Year 5F 
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Year 5 Camp 


This Year 5 camp was extraordinary. We did so many activities and the food was amazing. My favorite 
activities were the rafting and the water obstacle course. | loved this camp since we got to be with new 
people, and we tried lots of new things we haven't tried before. In this camp we also learned how to 
work as a team but at the same time it was a super fun experience. | hope that my future camps are just 
like this year’s camp 


Toshani Seth 


Camp is a great way to enjoy yourself and get to know different people you'll never be bored and there 
are many things for you to do. My favorite was the wave pool, | got to see all my friends smiling and 
laughing, we all had so much fun and | think you would too! 

Raya Balish 


Camp was extremely extraordinary!!! The activity that | found the most fun was the bouncy castle obstacle 
course on water because we got to push each other off including the teachers and it was slippery. The 
best thing about camp is that you get to have fun and you get to have a really big sleepover with all your 
best friends, it is just a better way to get to know each other and to be more open to one another, since 
we are not with all our friends in our activity groups. Hope we go there again one day and experience 
the same amazing memories. 


Ananya Makin 


This year’s camp was amazing! It was extremely fun, and it was an amazing way to socialize with people 
in the year group we didn’t even know. My favorite bit about camp was definitely the water obstacle 
course because it was cool how it was slippery and they were different checkpoints, if you fell in the 
water. This was an extraordinarily awesome camp and | am hoping that it will be a lot of fun in future 
years too. F 
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Avni Bansal 


Camps are the best part of the school year and it provides an amazing 
opportunity for us to be with our friends for fun learning experience. 
This year’s camp was amazing, | really enjoyed all the activities with 
my friends. My favorite activity was when we went for whitewater 
rafting. This camp was the most exciting trip in school, and | created 
memories forever. 
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It has truly been a school year no student or teacher will ever forget. | however will never forget all the 
amazing times we had in 6A this year. We had so many laughs all along the way | have really enjoyed my 
time teaching you and you have made this year a special one. We have such a range of personalities that 
all bring a certain piece of the puzzle to the class to make it whole. You have all shown your strengths 
and each and every one of you has developed into young, ‘ready to rock’ learners that are set for the 
new challenges ahead. As we ended the year with these unprecedented times in world health, you have 
all shown how many aspects of the PYP that you possess. Through online learning you showed you are 
risk-takers, open-minded, balanced communicators and inquirers and so many more. 


This year you were navigators, making your way through maps and digital views of the world. You 
became scientists, testing the limits of energy and health care professionals that specialized in the many 
systems of human body. For those of you that loved history you became historians explaining to the 
rest of us the development of human civilizations. Finally, the all-important exhibition where everyone 
pulled on their entire PYP experience to showcase the best of DIA Primary, 


When reflecting on the year, our camp threw up some major highlights where | got to see you all in a 
different light and an overriding profile was ‘risk taker’ as you faced all the challenges we set, even the 
squid! 

| would like to sincerely like to wish you all a wonderful, safe summer holiday. Use these experiences you 
have gained in DIA Primary, and especially this challenging year to drive you forward in your learning 
with confidence and the love of learning. The best of luck to you all and enjoy your learning, wherever 
you are in this world. 


Mr. Thomas 
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| was an absolute pleasure to teach this dynamic group of individuals throughout my first year at DIA. 
There was never a dull moment in 6B! I quickly came to see how fortunate | was to be their teacher; they 
are kind, caring, talented, inquisitive, and clever. Most of all, these children demonstrated a resilience 
well beyond their age as the year progressed. Obviously, it wasn’t the finale to their primary years that we 
anticipated, but the maturity the children demonstrated, and the skills they learned are invaluable! 


Some of the most memorable experiences we had included dissecting chicken hearts and eyeballs, roasting 
marshmallows at camp, our trip to Etihad museum, sports day, and having our parents join us in the 
classroom and spoil us with Diwali and Christmas activities. 


lam extremely grateful to the parents for welcoming me into the DIA community this year, and also to the 
students for sharing their wealth of knowledge with me in terms of the daily routines at DIA. 

| have no doubt the children will absolutely thrive in Middle School! The resilience and positive outlook 
the children have demonstrated in the face of adversity has shown me that they will continue to succeed 
in all they do! 

To my 6B students, 


I cannot wait to see your smiling faces when you come back to visit me next year! Throughout the year each 
one of you has shone in your own way, whether it be academically, musically, artistically, in sport, being 
compassionate, having a positive attitude, or through the resilience you've shown. I'm incredibly proud to 
say that I got to be your teacher, and | look forward to hearing all about your future achievements. 


Now my munchkins, go and show those Middle School teachers just how amazing you are. They are so 
lucky to get to teach you! 


Ms Lyndsey 
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What a wonderful and challenging year it has been! | feel so grateful to have been part of 6C’s learning 
journey. From the beginning of the year, | watched each child grow in independence and become well 
rounded individuals ready to face any challenge. 


6C students have learned how to inquire, make predictions, research and collaborate in order to gain a 
deeper understanding of the world around them. 


There have been so many highlights such as the Year 6 camp, the Science Fair and of course the Virtual 
Exhibition! These events contributed to the development of meaningful friendships, where the kids 
learned about empathy, tolerance, integrity and respect. These life skills are ingrained in each of my 
students and will take them extremely far in life. 


A special thank you to the parents who have helped us throughout the year. Your continuous support 
was a vital factor to the progress the children have made this year. | am truly grateful for your time and 
efforts. 


| wish all of 6C the best of luck in the next phase of your school career. | know you will achieve whatever 
you set their mind to. You are an amazing group of young adults and | wish you happiness and success 
for the rest of your educational journey. 


Ms Karlien 
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To my dearest 6D, 


What an amazing journey this has been. You have shown me what it means to be committed and open- 
minded in the best way you ever could. I have always admired your sense of humor and your talents as 
individuals. | love the way we became a family this year, built strong relationships which helped us get 
through the difficult times together. It has not been easy not being with you for the last few months of 
school; hearing your laughter, listening to your jokes, and just being together. You have proven to be true 
PYP learners by being risk-takers and continuing to be open-minded. | will cherish all of our memories 
together; the Etihad museum trip, the science fairs and all the experiments, your wonderful dress up 
as explorers, how caring and kind you were towards your buddies, the fun times at camp, how well you 
worked in groups, how dedicated you were and how you always had a smile on your face. Always believe 
in yourselves and the strengths you have, stay strong, stay safe and stay just the way you are. 


With all my love, 


Ms. Sally 
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Wow! What a year it has been for Year 6E. When | think of the school year of 2019 - 2020, the following 
adjectives starting with “E” come to mind: 


Extraordinary: To have such incredible students in my class made it an extraordinary year. 


Effective: Each one the 6E students used their PYP skills effectively to form a well-balanced class that 
worked together as an amazing team. 

Excellent: You proved to be excellent students, supporting teammates and caring friends to each 
other. 

Eager: You were always eager to learn new things, to work to the best of your ability and to tackle 


new challenges with a positive attitude. 


Educational: All of year 6E’s students proved to have learnt a lot - not only on an academic level but also 
by showing you are Thinkers, Inquirers and being Knowledgeable. 


Empathetic: One of the most important traits that you, as a class, could show me was that you are 
empathetic towards each other. My wish for you is to always be empathetic and show the 
kindness that you showed me this year towards all people you meet in the future. The 
world needs more of that. 


Ethic Students of 6E strived to do their work with great ethics. You showed that you are Principled 


students by being honest, working hard and staying focused. 


Experimental: When we were all thrown into the unknown during the Corona virus outbreak that forced 
us to do e-learning, we worked together as a team and experimented with this new way of 
learning. You were Open-minded to try new things and you cooperated extremely well to 
face the challenge time together. 


Enduring: When times were tough, you all endured and pushed through. | can only say that | am 
incredibly impressed by all of you. 


It has been a pleasure to see each one of the 6 E students grow this year. | wish you all the best for the future. 
“Keep shining beautiful one. The world needs your light.” 


| hope you believe in yourself as much as | believe in you. 
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Well 6F what a crazy year it has been! 


Thank you so much for being my first Year 6 class and for your determination, caring ethos and enthusiasm 
throughout the year no matter what was thrown at you. 


| will miss seeing your smiling faces, your riddles, challenges and your chats! It has been great to see you 
grown as amazing young people, with confidence and curiosity. From the Bodyology fair to Camp, the 
Science fair to adapting to Online Learning and of course Exhibition you have worked hard; never been 
afraid to ask questions and have taught me so much along the way! 


I have so many happy memories of our time together as a class and | hope that you do to. Good luck with 
the move into secondary school — you will be fabulous! Always remember as Dr. Seuss said “Today you 
are you, that is truer than true. There is no one alive who is you-er than you.” 


Ms. Natika 
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PS Student Council 


We have been at DIA for many years and it has been a really fun time; we made lots of friends, learnt new 
things and had many great teachers (Ms. Heidi in Year 4 being 
one we will never forget)! We both enjoyed our experiences of 
each new year in different ways. In Year 6 we were chosen for 
student council and had meetings every week with Ms. Natika 
We also got to have exhibition (even if it was online!). The only 
thing that wasn’t good about year 6 is COVID-19 because we 
got separated from our friends and we couldn't go to school or 
anywhere. 


Our favourite day was the day when Mr. Graham said who was in 
the student council and we were 2 of the chosen ones. 


In the student council we did many different things such as; 
playing with the year 1 and 2 during break time, organising a 
stand at the winter fair selling cards to raise money, we took 
turns to spread awareness about recycling and the environment, 
anti-bullying week and lastly we organised a competition 
to motivate students not to use plastic by bringing their own 
cutlery and plates. 


All of these memories will stay with us forever, we will miss 
primary a lot and hope that next year the new student council 
will take lots of actions to make DIA a better place and have a 
great time in year 6! 


Hello, I'm Ella and I'm 11 years old and was the head girl for the 
primary school at DIA this year. DIA has definitely made me more 
independent for the last with eight years | was here in so many ways, 
every morning from Sunday to Thursday | wake up knowing that there 
is a new day which also means | get to go to DIA and see my friends 
but also work hard and get smarter. 


Not only is DIA a great school but it is definitely also a great place to 
get memories you'll never forget, those memories include my first 
day here from KG all the way to where | am now in Year 6, other 
great memories that | have made include events such as the winter 
fair, DEWA trip, exhibitions and in general going to school. DIA has 


given me many opportunities to help students and make a better 


school environment 
for everyone. The ways | have helped with in Student 
Council include making events such as Plant growing, 
raising awareness, playground games, anti-bullying 
week and many more. 


In summary DIA Primary has been a great place to be 
and | could also always rely on feeling happy there but 
now | look forward to new adventures in secondary 
school. Good luck to next year's Student Council. 


Ella Meert (Head Girl) Yr6 
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PS Student Council 


I joined DIA in KG1 when | was only 3 years old and after 8 years, here | am now graduating from primary 
school! Time has definitely flown by! | have had many amazing experiences that will stay with me for 
the rest of my life. This would not have been possible without the unfaltering dedication and continued 
support from my teachers. | would like to thank the DIA community for helping me grow, both as a learner 
and as an individual during this period. 

Being Head Boy this year has been a great experience 
and a lot of fun. The experience helped me learn a 
lot about myself and my leadership style. Having the 
unique opportunity to make a positive change in the DIA 
community has shaped me into who | am today. From 
creating posters and sticking them around school during 
the anti-bullying week, selling fridge magnets during 
the Winter Fair to raising money for a dishwasher for the 
cafeteria, creating a pic collage to increase awareness | 
about how to save energy, bringing attention to the 
importance of recycling, and socializing with students in 
the lower years, | have loved every moment of it. | was 
fortunate to be able to do all these, working alongside 
fantastic members of the Student Council and the amazing 
teachers who guided us. 


The role definitely taught me the importance of being more organized and more responsible. The best 
advice that I can give to the next Head Boy / Girl would be to not be afraid to ask the people around 
you for help. Throughout the year you will be faced with the pressure of trying to live up to everyone's 
expectations as well as balancing school work and the responsibilities of being Head Boy. Despite this 
pressure, you should always remember that there are people around you that are there to help. 


As | move on to the next stage of my life, | would like to share a phrase that my mum told me when | was 
chosen as Head Boy: “It is the person who makes the title special, not the other way around." | believe that 
this is true for all people, in all roles, whether they are a teacher, principal, doctor, lawyer or a politician. 
Titles are just a means for organizing and giving responsibilities, For me, the phrase has served as a reminder 
to stay humble and to work hard every day. With or without a title, everyone has the ability to lead. 


Finally, | extend my heartfelt thanks to my fellow members of the Student Council. Without your efforts 
and continued support none of what we achieved would have been possible. It has been an honor serving 
with you. Lastly to my teachers, thank you for your guidance, motivation and mentoring over the last 8 
years. You have helped mould me into the person | am today. 


Ethan Purav Hurrychurn - Head Boy 2019-2020 


Deputy Head of friendship and community at DIA primary school 


This was a fun, interesting and unique year, unfortunately shortened (in 
actual school) by covid-19. 


The end of primary is a touching moment for everyone here at DIA 
especially if you've been here since the beginning like me. 


My journey through DIA was a not so simple, walk in the park but | got 
there. You should all do the same, it is worth the work. Being member 
of student council for the past 3 years was an honor. Anti-bullying week 
was one of my favourites as we would help all in need and boost each 
others self esteem. 


I hope you all have a great end of year and stay safe. 
Lucie, 
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PS Student Council 


My Journey through DIA 
They say a journey is best measured in friends. Not in miles. 


I have been in DIA since KG 1 and | have had an amazing journey so far. My journey has been full of 
friends, experiences and a whole lot of fun. 


DIA has shaped me into the person | am today. Ever since the opportunity came up to be a student 
council | embraced it and | have been elected to be student council for three years in a row! 


| have had many fun memories during this year and most of these memories involve being around friends. 
| was in the dance varsity team and we put on some amazing performances including preforming at 
international day just before the lockdown started. 


| was part of The Battle Of The Cells for our bodyology fair in year 6 which helped me a lot because it 
gave me feedback for the big exhibition at the end of the year. Little did we know then that we would 
be the first year 6's to work on an ‘E-exhibition’. 


Though all of the things | mentioned were fun, the most fun | had was in Student Council. Student 
Council gave me an opportunity to be part of a team which not only wants to make people happy and 
feel included but also help save the environment. 


As part of Student Council, we worked on many social causes. We spread awareness about how to 
address bullying in school, we spent time with younger classes like year 1 and 2 to make them feel more 
included. We even managed the ‘traffic’ in the hallways to make sure that the students stay safe and 
don’t get hurt. 


One of our ideas to save the environment was to spread awareness among the younger students about 
recycling and making our planet more sustainable. We also thought of buying a dishwasher for the 
school so that we don’t use too much disposable cutlery. To raise money for the dishwasher, we set up a 
stall at the Winter Fair where we sold cards and decorations. 


Being part of the Student Council is a great privilege, but this privilege comes with great responsibility 
too. We have to be the role models for the entire primary school. 


Now that the year 6's are moving on to secondary, I'm sure going to miss all the adventures I've had in 
primary. At least | will always have the experiences and memories with me forever. 


Eva Chacra (Deputy head girl Student Council) 


Ihave had a lot of fun during my years in Primary 
at DIA. I've had great teachers and learned a lot. 
This past year | have been in the Student Council. 
Ihave been able to help others. We have helped 
the year 1’s and 2's learning how to reduce, 
reuse and recycle. We sold Christmas ornaments 
during the Winter Fair for a good cause. A fun 
memory is that none of us knew how to tie a 
rope around the Christmas ornaments- Ms. 
Natika and Ms. Aine showed us how to do it. 


I'm looking forward to go to Secondary 


next year! 


Milan 


PS Student Council 


My experience in DIA started at year 2 when | came from Singapore to Dubai. | was born in Australia then | 
moved to Singapore and then finally | moved to Dubai. When | first met my teacher (Miss Manal) | was quite shy 
but when | met my class, | found friends quite fast. Then my teacher asked a student to show me the school. | 
then started getting used to the school, The only problem | had was | skipped year 1 and | was far behind all the 
other kids. Luckily my teacher miss Manal was good and pushed me further with my learning. | also had some 
learning help from other people in DIA like Ms. Doris. Soon after that | started catching up with the other kids. 


Year 2 was a fun year and | think my favorite activity which | did in year 2 was Holi, After one year of work and 
fun it was time for me and my friends to go to year 3. | was sad because | missed year 2 and didn’t want to go to 


year 3 but after a couple of days | also started to get used to it. My teacher was Ms Lisa and she was lovely. | found 
lot's of new friends and | found it really fun in year 3. Soon after that we had to leave year 3 and go to year 4. 


Year 4 wasn't really the best year at the beginning because | didn’t really have friends in my class so | had to try 
and make new friends. My teacher in year 4 was Ms Natika she was really nice and helped me when | felt alone. 
In year 4 you could try out for the student council so | tried out and got picked as eco from my class. My favorite 
two activities we did in year 4 was a paper airplane competition which the entire year group did and the other 
one was market day. All the year four classes made their own money which they could use in class to go on the 
beanbags and stuff like that. We were put in groups and had to doa real business. Like my group was Daniel and 
Julian, We did a hairstyle company and did hairspray and other things. Parents got 50 fake money to use in our 
stands. We kids earned a lot of money and could buy things from the other stands. 


After that fun year me and the rest of year 4 went to year 5. The class | was in was a great class because I had 
lots of friends in it and a funny teacher Mr Phillip or you can call him Mrr Lydon. He was really nice and made the 
lass laugh. In year 5 | tried again for the student council and got in again, During the student council we did lots 
of activities like fun day where we did games people could play and win something or we also did anti bullying 
week and plant day. 


Then | finally moved to year 6 which is the year | am now in. In year 6 | got the same teacher | had in year 4- Ms 
Natika. In year 6 it was fun and | got picked to come in the student council. They did it different this year the 
teachers picked 8 students who they thought would represent the school well. 


As student council anyone was able to come and join us if they wanted to take action. We organized lots of 
activities like playing with year 1 and 2, recycling lessons, anti-bullying week and many more. Another activate 
we did was the winter fair stall where we sold things to try to get enough money to buy a dishwasher so we could 
use to stop using plastic cutlery. 


The year was fun but because of corona we had to start online learning which meant | couldn't see my friends. 
On the first few days | was struggling because | didn’t know a lot about the app teams, | would rather go to 
school than do online learning, but it could have been worse. 


| have enjoyed my time at DIA 
Niko (Deputy Head Boy) 
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Message from the 
Head of Secondary School 


“A community is not merely a collection of individual persons; it is a set 
of relationships, including the attitudes and behavior of its members” 
(Bartle, 2007). It is truly an honor to lead this special community of our 
wonderful students, teachers, and parents. | see a group of students 
with magnificent potential, a Secondary School that is moving towards 
excellence, and a campus that has become a flourishing epicenter for 
student and community life. The future is so very bright with the help 


of a strong team to articulate our pathway to this vision 


The top most priority of this academic year was to establish ourselves 
as a place of academic excellence. The environment of this school is a 
place where students come to learn, grow and create. Our teachers did 
tap into the students’ creative spirit and helped them achieve their goals 


of academic excellence. We leveraged technology into the learning 


Mr. Hitesh Bhagat 


environment of our virtual and physical classrooms as we embraced 
distance learning. Students were enrolled in online sessions for every 
lass in order to help catch up or move faster and maximise every second of learning time. We have continued to place 
a great emphasis on college guidance and enjoy the fruits of our students gaining acceptance into the finest colleges 
and universities in the world 


The academic year focused on a renewed commitment to student life. Educational research confirms that students 
who excel outside the classroom perform better inside the classroom. Moreover, colleges are looking for well-rounded 
students who engage in extracurricular actives and community service. We had an amazing year which flourished 
with inspirational clubs, sports teams, community service opportunities and trips. The campus was alive with our 
students’ passion in various areas, ranging from public speaking to community service and beyond. The DIA campus 


was transformed into a place of student life and thus inspired learning inside the classroom 


The final step towards excellence was student empowerment. DIA is their place of learning. It will help determine their 
future, and thus the school rightfully belongs to the students. Their school became a place where every student idea 
was valuable. The school administration offered support and guidance in developing students ideas and making them 
into a reality. Students have been empowered to work hard on their ideas to improve their learning environment and 


thus make their own imprint 


Every student is expected to become a leader in his or her own way. Thank you for all your hard work throughout the 
school year. | am so honored to be a part of this community; you make me proud to be a part of the DIA Wolves. You 


keep me laughing and young at heart. | am grateful for your joy, astute insights and amazing talents. 


Look forward to replicating the successes and achievements of this year in the next academic year with support of 
all stakeholders. Together, we will accomplish great things by setting high standards and expectations, developing a 
positive school culture, and engaging parents and the surrounding community. 


( 
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Message from the 


Deputy Head of Secondary School - Pastoral 


As we look back at this point of the academic year, we can see 

that it is has been a singularly challenging time where we have been 

tested as individuals and as a community in the weeks of adversity 

that we faced. In no uncertain terms, the academic year of 2019-20 

has been unlike any that we have managed in school administration 

in Dubai International Academy since the school opened. As schools 

thrive and children flourish in conditions of established routines and 

set schedules of planning, this year of pandemic has meant that we 

have had to utterly remake what we do on a daily basis and start a 

journey where distance and an online-setting became the orders of 

be the day. It is no exaggeration to say that this has been emotionally 

g and mentally challenging for us all, especially as this was directed 
without the usual social connections with those who mean so much 

Mr. Robert Jennings to us - the students, fellow teachers and parents of our community. 


Nevertheless, through all of this challenge and online reinvention 
what stands out to us as a guiding light is something that makes DIA so special: our community. As a school where 
community is so integral to our experience and considerations, we can say that the support from all quarters of our 
community has been truly inspiring and indicative of all the tremendous work that has been done over the years. 
In effect, it is our great fortune that our school and its routines have benefitted from the support and feedback 
of our community over many years before this event. We were as prepared as any school can be in a fast-moving 


international context. 


With all that in mind | would sincerely like to thank our teachers for their dedication and commitment during these 
weeks of challenge and change; our parents for their support, understanding and encouragement in these times; 
and - most importantly - our wonderful students for their adaptability, hard work, and resilience during what will be 
known as an exceptional time in human history. In working closely with students’ personal and social development 
over the years, | can see how fortunate we are to be leading such a multi-talented and world-changing group of 
young people. Truly, even in such difficult times, | have never been more inspired with belief in young people's 


ability to take on the problems of the world and succeed 
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Deputy Head of Secondary School 


DP Coordinator 


Ms. Pam Parasram 


What a truly extraordinary year it has turned out to be, for all of 
us. Even though it still continues to be one of the most challenging 
times that we all face, what was most heartening was the way in 
which the DIA EH school and parent community came together. 
Moving to remote teaching and learning overnight was no easy feat 
but with sheer perseverance and commitment we saw our teachers, 
students and parents became more confident with each and every 
passing day. As we progressed through this new way of teaching 
the commitment and talent of our staff members became the one 
distinguishing feature that shone through. | would like to extend a 
heartfelt thank you to each and every one of them. 


To my brave, passionate Class of 2020; in these last few months 
you have faced strange and uncertain times with decisions and 
announcements which were completely out of your control but 
despite this you have shown true grit with the ability to persist. | am 
really proud of your resilience in this truly unprecedented time. Apart 
from this, you have been put through the rigour of a demanding 
two-year programme which has matured you both emotionally and 


socially; together, with this unusual experience and your IB skills, there is nothing you cannot conquer. | wish you 
the best in your future and remember, “Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that 


counts.” Winston S. Churchill 


Message from the 
CP Coordinator 


Mr. Robert Bunyan 


As we reach the end of the 2020 academic year in such strange 
circumstances, it is easy to forget how much had been achieved 
before the unfortunate global health pandemic changed school life 
completely, Our Year 13 students are DIA’s first graduating class from 
the programme. Launched at DIA in 2018 the CP programme, as 
it is more commonly known is the 4th and final part of the full IB 
curriculum. Developed specifically for students who wish to engage 
in career-related learning while gaining transferable and lifelong skills, 
it offers an alternative pathway to the IB Diploma (DP) for students 
who already know their career goals. CP students undertake three 
IB subjects, a main area of study which is the BTEC Business Level 3 
Diploma and undertake the IB core areas of Language Development, 
Professional Skills, Service Learning and a Reflective Project. 


Our first delivery of the course has been a resounding success with 
all our graduating cohort accepted to the Universities and courses 
of their choice. This year’s class will go on to study at Universities in 
the UK, UAE, Canada and Spain with two students also intending to 
take up professional accountancy qualifications. Another student has 
been able to facilitate a career in performing arts while undertaking 
the CP at DIA allowing for the combination of a University degree 
and a Performing Arts qualification. 


| am very proud of the CP class of 2020 who have managed to complete all the demands of the programme despite 
the difficult circumstances that COVID 19 has imposed on us. Soon they will be studying at Universities all over the 
world. They will be remembered dearly as our first graduating CP class who were brave enough to try something 
new, follow their instinct and become DIA's first CP success story. | wish them every success in the future and thank 
them for giving us such a positive and successful start to the programme at DIA 
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Message from the 
Deputy Head of Secondary School Academic 


| am delighted to write in our year book and reflect on this year, And 
what a year it has been! As students, you have been ground breaking 
in so many ways and | have so many positive memories of my first year 
in my new role. | have been humbled by your resilience and adaptability 
during the move to online learning. This was a challenge; however, you 
and our amazing teachers rose to this with such determination and 
positivity. This came as no surprise, as you embody the IB Learner Profile 
attributes, showing me what risk-takers you are. 


| have been thrilled by your successes in so many fields, from artistic 
excellence, sporting prowess to academic achievements. Your ambition 
and determination are what makes DIA such a unique environment and 
special place to study, Along with the hard work and care that comes 
from our special staff who constantly strive to improve their practice to 
offer the best learning experiences for you 


As said, continual staff development is at the heart of what we do here 

in order to maintain our excellent standards. One of the highlights for me 

Ms. Michelle Puxty this year has been the Professional Development EXPO. This event was 

devised as a means of enhancing learning through shared exploration 

of classroom practice and the development of innovative, pedagogical 

strategy. The outcomes of the research were presented during the exhibition event by the Teaching and Learning Team 

Rich discourse ensued on best practice, model lessons, use of technology and methodology centering on differentiated 
learning, flipped classrooms, inclusion, checking progress, utlisation of data, as Well as staff and student wellbeing. 


Message from the Assistant Head Academic 
MYP Coordinator 


The Year 2020 is a once in a lifetime moment that has allowed for 
a global paradigm shift in thinking. The fast pace of change had 
taken many by surprise but ultimately, our health is our wealth and 
this is truer now more than ever. 


As a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, education had experience 
one of the largest global change in educational delivery ever seen 
This momentous shift to online learning has opened up a plethora 
of learning opportunities and experiences. | have seen over the past 
few months, our students conducting home science experiments, 
completing rigorous PE workouts and seen live team project work 
on a scale that would be common in any office workplace. 


However, what | think we must take away from this experience is 
the value of the learner profile and the skills that our students have 
learned over the course of the school year. Our students had to be 
balanced in their approach to learning, caring towards their family 
members and shared home/work space, thinkers in their approach 
to solving problems never experienced before and ultimately open- 
minded to the various possibilities that are available in any given 
situation. 


Mr. Sean Kelly 


Now more than ever, students must appreciate that at times, our 
best laid plans may come undone at the last minute. This is a difficult 
life lesson, but it is an experience that teaches us how to adapt and 
resolve the new challenges presented before us. 


1 do not know what the future may bring us but | am confident that the skills and experiences that our students 
have learned over this year will make the students of 2020 the most resilient students ever. 


Stay safe and | look forward to welcoming you all back to school in the new academic year, 
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Message from the 
Assistant Head Academic (Years 7-9) 


The academic year 2019-2020 will certainly live long in our 
memories. For me personally, joining such a warm, supportive and 
thriving school, it was always set to be memorable; however, there 


can be no denying that this has been a year of two halves. 


The buzz around the building on the first day set the tone for a 
lively, positive and purposeful first semester. It was such a pleasure 
to see the new Year 7s find their feet so quickly, supported by 
compassionate, friendly buddy students and an excellent homeroom 
team led by Ms. Sarah Walsh. In all year groups, there has been 
full and enthusiastic participation in a wide range of events and 
Opportunities, from Sports Day to Walkathon, assemblies to 
International Evening to name a select few. In my new role, it has 
been particularly rewarding to see students embrace academic 
challenges with such verve and vigour, As you will read in the coming 
pages, there has been a richness of societies, visits, competitions 
and events such as the Science Fair and the Innoventures Academic Olympiad - which our Lower School team 
of Year 7-9 students came out victorious. What is even more impressive is that no matter the individual staring 
point, in DIA, there is a collective sense of striving to make progress, trying your best and helping each other. 


Mrs. Susan McMechan 


And so to the second half of this academic year! The sudden adaptation to distance learning was challenging - 
for students, teachers and parents. However, the resilient and constructive ways in which our students made this 
transition demonstrates their independent confidence and assuredness which the IB curriculum helps to promote 


So, while there may be some uncertainty about how the new school year of 2020-2021 will start, one thing | am 
certain of, from our preparations this semester, is that our students have the right attitude, abilities and skills to 
make it a successful and efficacious one. 


Have a safe and enjoyable vacation and | look forward to seeing everyone again in the new school year. 
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characters on March 4th and alth 


d up as favourite book ot Wher 
Bonanza Q 


. Doctors on call, Blurb cover-design workshop, Pop-up ers that were f 
k Week had to be cancelled, there was still an impressive team spir to this. Let 
happen with even more energy and verve next year! 
id enth year, which wa take 


at RWA on M 
10 and Ane 
ancelled c 


in Year 9, Arjun Promo 
ir talents when the Soiree had to be 
fi ted piece 


res, Nov are a few extracts from their subn 


‘And although | may not ha 
realization within me: | wa: 


ized it in 
fi 


at exact 
don mak 
1e promise t 


as that very incident that triggere 
that | had forgotter 


aw’ perfe 
world, 


promise | had made t 
Anoushka Parmeshwaran, Year 11 


future will be known as the e 


jonder of the world, ." Aazam Alam, Year 9 


a child aspite/ To help the wotld some 


Look at his eyes, inspited/ Tomorrow." Arjun Promod, 


Year 10 


d Emirates Literature Festival author Miriam Lancewood, the very inspiring author of W 
dents about her experience of living in the wild with just bare necessit 
ard to hosting more write 


an in the Wilderness. She talked to our Year 9 


and no technology! It was both informative and interesting and we 


Thanks again DIA English students! 
Christina Francis-Gilbert (on behalf of the English Department at DIA EH) 
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Secondary School Science 
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Benjamin Hannah Katrin Bastijns — Liam Cronin 
Sumner 
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J 4 \s™i 
Maeve Liza Mithra Anita William Sarah Walsh 
McKeogh Dippenaar Rennie-Daniela Varghese McKee 


hat an exciting and successful year this has been for DIA Science! From S cence department 
ved the way for the use of digital platforms by introducing students to OneN ass all secondary, significantly 
sring our paper usage and making a huge difference to our environment 


Our Year 7s and Year 8s took part in the Innoventure's Scier 
Year 7 team consisted of Arika Pareek, Mer 
Year 8 team con: 


ries. The 


‘air and achieved 1st place in both cat 
an Rennie Daniels, Iti Tandon, Adhil Satish and Yaseen Elbagoury. The 
d of Siddharth Dey, Neeraj Shah, Serene Adasi and Mariam Abdalkader 


very students set up an Inspire Science club; Siddhant T: 1a Bharadwaj, Vineeth Ramaswamy and 


Sahil Singhvi. They organized a Science competition over a w February, and invited other schools to 
attend. DIA students turned up tops at this e across the differe 
mpetitions held on that weekend: Best Writ overall and 


am overall 


in many Biology le: 


ns, we have had Year 6s join in on the practical dissectior 
enjoyed sharing their skills and knowledge with the future Year 7s. 


sons. Our Biology students ha 
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Secondary School Mathematics 
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Asha Kumar Colin Leacy Dollour Toma Gerhard Van Karen Manmohan 
Der Wal Wilding Singh 
4 
g bee 
’ 
i“ 4 : a5 
Michelle Preeti Stefan John Hazel Stephen Elriza 
Puxty Monteiro Minic Aboaja Kiernan Cleary Taljaard 


In the Mathematics Department, we welcomed two new staff this year. Stephen Cleary and Hazel Kiernan joined 
us and they have contributed to the department with fresh energy and amazing teaching styles. The Secondary 
School competed in the Innoventures Mathematics Olympiad and we were delighted that our MYP team took first 
place and our DP team came second. 

Our aim this year was to connect Mathematics with the real world and bring in more challenges for students to be 
engaged in. We want to thank all the Year 13s for their hard work throughout the year and we want to wish good 
luck to the Year 12s who are embracing the new DP Mathematics curriculum, 


Gerhard van der Wal - HOD Mathematics 


Mathematics hasn't been able to completely model human emotions, but | think | may be getting awfully close 
when | say that us students’ emotions can be modelled by a normal curve that ranges from ecstatic to sadness 
with the most of us residing in the centre — neutral — most of the time. But the math department has been with 
us throughout the way, right from the lowest of lows supporting us to the highest of highs celebrating with us. | 
now have a greater appreciation for mathematics and have started applying it to real life. The Internal Assessment 
allowed me to take concepts like calculus and statistics and apply them to model and improve a swimming dive. We 
practiced a lot of questions from various sources, ironing out any doubts and difficulties which was well reflected 
in our exams. Teachers thoroughly evaluated our performance and supported us in reaching our highest potential 
| am grateful to my math teacher and the Mathematics department for challenging us to think beyond boundaries 
and ensuring the success of our cohort. - Varun Kabra, Year 13, HL Mathematics 


The Math department has been effectively managing our activities ranging from tests and internal assessments, to 
classes and help desks. All the teachers in the department work collectively to create a supportive and organised 
environment that facilitates learning and exploration. There have been some obstacles throughout the Diploma 
Programme years, but the Math department has used their expertise and professional judgement to mitigate and 
‘overcome these to the benefit of the students, From unwavering internal assessment support, to lunch-time of 
after-school assistance, the Math department has worked tirelessly to ensure the highest quality education to all 
students and to prepare us for the years to come. - Moritz Helmerichs, SL Mathematics, Year 13 
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Secondary School Language Acquisition 


ASBAR 


Blanca Maria Isabelle 

Gonzalez Philippe 
Silvia Milesi Frederique 
Defontaine 


One of my favourite subjects this year was Language 
Acquisition. | looked forward to attending all the 
Spanish lessons | had because they were always so fun, 
educational and engaging. The best memories I've had 
in Spanish classes has to be the debates we had. They 
were always well structured and extremely entertaining 
to watch and participate in. This also helped me broaden 
my range of vocabulary and develop argumentative 
points which helped me in the writing assessments we 
had. We've built a great relationship with our teacher this 
year and I'm very grateful to have had this opportunity 
to improve my Spanish the way | have. Being able to 
learn new languages is one of the greatest gifts in life!! 
Thank you to the Language Acquisition team for such a 
great year. 


Yasmina Kharma, Year 11 


Spanish is one of my favorite subjects for a plethora of 
reasons. Even though we were given a set unit for our 
E-Portfolios, the lessons were consistently engaging 
and enjoyable and helped me develop immensely 
as a student. The learning environment is the class 
was always productive, with just the right amount of 
messing around and learning which made even the most 
daunting tasks- like the Oral assessments seem easy. 
Learning about a complex theme like Globalization and 
Sustainability in Spanish helped me not only develop 
my skill in the language, but also assisted in extending 
my knowledge of the Global Context and its practical 
applications 


Anoushka Parmeshwaran, Year 11 


Maria Castellano 


Rihene Kochkar Rosana Murillo 


LA 


Yolaine Siko 


Olwyn Hall 


Spanish is one of my favourate subjects and whenever 
the teacher teaches us about the culture of Spain, it 
makes me want to visit and even live in the country. | 
have so much fun learning about the language too, and 
the teacher also teaches us informal vocabulary we can 
use to native speakers to socialise with them. It always 
feels good when | am able to understand some words 
from a movie or a book. Some of my favourate lessons 
were when we wrote penpals to spanish students or 
when we created a cooking show/video in spanish. | 
learn a huge range of vocabulary this year from schools 
to hospitals to jobs and it will be a memory | will not be 
able to forget 

Yeon-woo Jung, Year 9 

Thanks to my wonderful and caring Spanish teacher, 
| enjoyed studying Spanish in year 7 at DIA EMIRATES 
HILLS. She made me realise how important it is to 
learn a foreign language like Spanish and to do it in a 
passionate and fun way. 

The project | enjoyed the most was our Mi casa video 
project. We created a video where we could show 
our learning about the topic of the house, while 
demonstrating places in our home through a virtual 
tour. We then watched everyone's videos in a live lesson 
on Microsoft Teams. Definitely, one of the tasks that will 
make this year unforgettable! 


Federico Valenti, Year 7 


Secondary School Language Acquisition 


Hola/ Bonjour, 
In the Language Acquisition Department, our main purpose this year was to offer a more contextualized learning 
nts could use the language in real-world situations. To that end, MYP and DP students have c 
s, along 


completed 
ith their 


vat helped them to develop their written and comr 


unication sk 


a wide variety of projects 


Itural knowledge. Our DELF/DELE programme is also aimed to motivate our students ards the subject through 


the completion of the official diplomas of French and Spanish respectively 


nts for their dedication and hard work this 


want to take this opportunity to thank our Year 11 and Year 13 stuc 


year and wish them all the best! 


Rosana Murillo 


Year 7 Spanish students laughing and enjoying some Spanish memes during break time on the Language B corridor 


issessment where they described their houses and cities while 


ace and Time. 


h students working on an projec 
ylobal context Orientation in S| 
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Secondary School Arabic/Islamic 


a2 B 


Reda Al 
Asmawey 


Mohamed 
Nasr Ali 


Lara Barakat 


Manal Farag 


DP Arabic A 


The activity that we did in Arabic class was a presentation 
that explains the difficulties we face during quarantine 
and how we have overcome these difficulties. We 
discussed the impact of the Coronavirus crisis on the 
global economy and how in these difficult times, we 
decided not to waste our time, instead, we decided to 
develop and improve our skills and explore exciting and 
useful skills and activities for us. The most important 
things: an expression of our identities and the use of 
extra time to focus on our mental and physical health. 
However, during quarantine, we realized how important 
human interactions were. Quarantine made us grateful 
for our lives and that we are able to stay home with our 
family safely. 


“Personally, | believe that the school’s effort in 
maintaining an entertaining and educational E-learning 
experience has been outstanding, and | am grateful 
to be in the position where | can continue learning 
considering the circumstances. The Arabic A classes 
have heavily reflected on the school’s performance, not 
only have we been advancing in the subject's syllabus as 
normal, we are able to use several platforms in order to 
communicate our ideas and queries with the teacher.” 


Lina Benna 
Malaak Kamkar 
Year 11 


DP online Arabic A class 

Feedback from students about Arabic online learning 
After 3 weeks of being away from our Arabic A class, 
began to feel an unusual sense of homesickness 
Thankfully, Mr. Reda greeted us at the end of this week 
with an online conference call class in which we got the 
chance to learn together after so long, It was a much- 
needed reminder of the wonderful people we have 
around us 


- Abdulrahman Atassi YR 12A 


Asmat Jabeen Tasnim Bayyari 


When | first heard about online learning, | thought it 
would be tough, but it was better than'| thought. It 
was clear that the teachers put in a lot of effort into 
making this past week a successful leacning: experience, 
of the 21st century. A prime example is the Arabic A 
class that was gone for too long, but carne back with 
an educational conference call on the book that we are 
currently reading. It was a great experience to discuss 
thoughts and ideas on the book, the 21st century way. 


- Dannah Altiti 124 


After immersing ourselves in 2 weeks of Arabic reading 
during the Spring Break, the online conference lesson 
through Microsoft Teams was the perfect way back 
to summarize what we have learnt. The lesson was 
interactive and highly engaging where we each got a 
chance to discuss certain aspects of what we have read 
The Arabic A online experience truly does the most with 
what we have and the situation we're in, and makes it 
feel like a normal, real in-class session. 


* Aly Hamzawy 124 


Since | have joined DIA, the Arabic A class has aiuaye 
felt like family; therefore, the ability to communicate 
with them via’ Microsoft’ teams was a much-needed 
encounter, It allowed us to effectively interact and 
discuss the reading and presentations that has been 
assigned to us, as well as elucidate on any queries we 
had, in a manner that accurately depicts the classroom 
learning environment 


* Maria Atassi 12 F 


Secondary School Arabic/Islamic 


Teaching and learning the Arabic language holds an 
integral place at DIA. We aim to enable each student 
to develop a good understanding of the language, 
eventually being able to speak and write it fluently. 


In Secondary Arabic B lessons, we 


* Ensure speaking and listening activities develop the 
language skills 

* Enable children to speak clearly and audibly with 
confidence, fluency and understanding in ways that 
take account of their learners 

* Ensure children have a suitable technical vocabulary to 
articulate their responses. 

* Encourage children to listen with concentration 
and understanding in order to be able to respond 
appropriately, 

* Enable children to adapt their speech to a wide range 
of circumstances and demands. 

* Develop children's ability to reflect on their own 
others’ contributions, and the language used. 

* Enable children to evaluate their own and others’ 
contributions through a range of drama activities 

* Develop confident, fluent and independent readers 
through an appropriate focus on word, sentence and 
text-level knowledge. 


Islamic Message 

In the Arabic and Islamic Department, we deliver the 
MOE curriculum with adaptations to meet IB MYP/DP 
criteria and expectations. 


We have interactive lessons using different kinds of 
modern technologies to attract our students and let 
them enjoy what they are learning. We give our students 
additional support to help their progress and to raise 
their attainment. Teachers, students and their families 
celebrate Islamic and Arabic events like Arabic Day and 
Prophet Muhammad's Day (Peace Be Upon Him). Arabic 
and Islamic students apply their learning In projects and 
assignments which are linked to their real lives, During 
the recent period of remote learning, we are proud of 
the noticeable progress our Arabic and Islamic students 
achieved 

Waleed Ahmed 


Teacher/ Head of Islamic Education Department 


How do students enjoy Arabic? 

‘Arabic lessons help me so much because I've now learned 
a lot of vocabulary and grammar. | can now write many 
sentences without making any errors. | produce much 
better work and my grades are improving a lot, thanks to 
Mr. Nasr. Thank you, sir!’ 


- Selin Ozsaracoglu Year 8 


‘I enjoy Mr, Nasr’s Arabic class because of its relation to 
real life application and link to the technological software. 
Learning a language is helpful in the real world and that is 
what Mr. Nasr helps me do. 


- Yagiz Ozenci Yr 9 
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Secondary School Humanities 


Ashling Tully Bhawana Ciaran 
Egbert Mulhern 
Liam Lyons Mahrukh Mahua Paul 
Sutaria 
ave 
Sangeeta Sean Kelly Susan Daniel 
Handa 


Individuals & Societies 

Individuals and Societies has grown once again this year, 
welcoming three new teachers into the department 
Neetu Rathore, Saira Nazir and Jennifer Agacy. They have 
brought a wealth of experience to the department and 
the school. 

We have seen many successes over the past year with our 
Business Studies students helping to arrange the Business 
Minds competition and welcome students from across to 
Dubai into DIA and share their passion for the subject 


History students took up the opportunity to hear 
from experts in the field down in Abu Dhabi and the 
Geography students visited the Mangroves to collect their 
IA fieldwork data, and for a change it didn't rain this year! 
This year, Social Studies became a core subject in our 
department and the way students have shown their 
understanding for the country and culture we have 
all decided to be a part of has been nothing short of 
incredible. 

‘As we move into these strange new times, all the teachers 
in the department would like to thank the students 
for their engagement over the academic year and their 
adaptation to the new way of learning that is happening 
around the globe 

We wish the Year 13s, whom many of us have taught 
since they artived into Secondary in Year 7 all those 
years ago, good luck in the future. As for the rest of the 
students, we cannot wait to welcome you back to our 
Teal-life classrooms in September! 


James Baird & Reena Tiku 
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Laura Cunnife Gerald Toon James Baird 
Saira Nazir Palak Mathur Reena Tikku 
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Das 


art 


Robert Bunyan 


Neetu Rathore 


Jennifer Agacy 


On Sunday the 16th of February, Year 12 IB DP1 students 
embarked to Ras Al Khaimah and Umm Al Quwain for 
their Geography IA Investigation. The exploration journey 
was to gather information for our internal assessment 
We first reached our first point in the Al Rafah Mangroves 
where we conducted our first investigation. There we 
broke into smaller groups and analyzed the slope of 
the gradient and how effective the mangrove was at 
controlling erosion, we also did additional studies on the 
amount of vegetation that was present in the mangrove 
area, we then carried out the same studies at Al Hamra 
Beach. The journey was really enticing and a great break 
away from our classroom environment. 

The goal was to investigate how the removal of the 
Grey Mangrove plant affects the gradient of a beach, by 
studying two different locations in Umm Al Quwain. This 
investigation explores the relationship between erosion 
on coastal margins and the effectiveness of various 
coastal management systems, with a heavy focus on 
mangroves as a natural coastal defense. 

Being outdoors and wading through some mud was 
really enjoyable. The sights were new and exciting as it 
was the first time in mangroves for many of us. The fact 
that we got to work in teams made it even better. Overall, 
this was an unforgettable experience. 


By Jessica Hudges & Neel Amarnani 


Secondary School PE 


From left: Lea Jean Chaves, Donal William Moynihan, Donna campbell, Mihail Kouzev, Fiona Turnbull 


Students studying PHE have completed an exciting and successful year, They have had a wide variety of opportunities 
to get involved in many sports and physical activities. 

Years 7, 8 and 9 enjoyed the introduction of a new Athletics unit. Students developed their practical ability across 
the different events as well as their knowledge and understanding 

In preparation for their ePortfolio, our Year 10 & 11 students attended the MEFIT 18 Health and Fitness Teen 
Summit at Hamdan Sports Complex 


Enjoy the following accounts from students who love PHE just as much as the PHE department do! 


Asuccessful student should always find a balance between mental and physical health. That's why Dubai International 
Academy puts so much emphasis on the development of students towards PHE. PHE classes are something you 
look forward to from the start of the week: it’s just the excitement of knowing you have PHE next, not only are the 
lessons incredibly fun, but the teachers are very passionate and enthusiastic at what they teach, and you always 
manage to learn new things after each lesson. Playing sports with your friends and a teacher that supports each 
student for everything they do is the best way to describe PHE. It is a form of learning new skills and developing 
them in every single way. | believe the most enjoyable thing this year was facing new challenges and overcoming 
them. The principles we learn in PHE are the ones that remain in us for the rest of our lives. 


Adria Anglada 


Physical and Health Education, in particular the E-portfolio, is a rigorous MYP 5 course which interlinks science and 
physical activity. This course demanded the creation of a session plan for a client (a classmate which the students 
were paired up with) with a health (fitness related) and physical (sports related) goal in mind. Furthermore, the 
course also required participation not only as a coach but as a client. This aspect of the course aimed for the 
amelioration of personal competences. 

PHE has posed as a stress reliever for MYP students, It has enabled us to balance the academic workload along 
with our own health and fitness levels as they are equally significant for ensuring a positive lifestyle. Alongside the 
physical and mental aspects, PHE has encouraged strong bonds and caring professional relationships between the 
coaches and clients which have nurtured during the sessions. 


Maria Atassi and Georgios Revynthis 
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Faryal Arsalan Ruba Jeshi 
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Aparna 


Nazia Choudhry 
Ravichandran 


This year, the Technology department as always 


and skills. 

tudents had the opportunity tc 
creative and open minded in their approz 
the field of technology. Some of these events were: FLL Ri 


had the oj 


tunity 


During the distance learning, studen 


continued to prepare students to utilize tools, 1 
problems in both MYP & DP offered subjects through where each provides the stude 


> participate in different experiences in school and outside school that pushed them t 
‘h towards technological achievers 

potics, Project Desic 
callabor 


Sujay Krishna David Leacy 


Conor 


and systems to solve 
st century knowlede 


ource: 
ded 


ts with the ne 


be more 
it to express their sk 1 know how in 
Space, Drones workshop & City makers 

with other classes and to attend some virtual led 


abilities 


fe furt 


sessions by experts in technology field, During this period students enhanced their approaches to learning skills and the |B learner 


profile characteristics as they became more organized, independent and risk takers 


; Rishabh Mittal - 7D 
In Digital Design 


we leamt a lot from 
making _ animations 
and using excel 
formulas to creating 
graphs. We went 
What are 

apps used 

making 


brochures. Being the 
first year to learn 
DD, we have learnt a 
lot and | am sure we 
will find these useful 
in the coming years 


es, Our teacher” has 

inspired us tov 
SS hard and succeed 
and we enjoy each 


lesson she teaches!!! 
Iman Roessner - 7A 


DD js one of my favorite lessons because we learn so much and 
love playing around with computers and learning so much 
and it’s so much fun leatning with my teacher and I’hope | will 
continue DD for a long time 

Lea Zein - 7A 


{really enjoy DD in school, Every time | come to the class; Ilearn a 
lot of new things. In my opinion, | think DD is one of my favorite 
subjects because | think that it would help me a lot when | grow 
p and it is very fun because | really enjoy learning new things 
make a lot of animations that look cool and much more. | 
think DD was a great subject for me and | would never wa 
stop learning more. | think DD helped me a lot in other stuf 


Neeraj Shah - 8B 


Digital Design has been an extremely enriching experience 
for me, | have been able to explore topics that are very 
tuitive such as HTML, Photoshop, Game Designing, Video 


editing and much more. My teacher Mrs. Faryal has been 


able to develop such an inspiring e onment which ha: 
helped me and my fellow classmates to investigate and 
challenge ourselves in various topics. | have seen significant 


in different skills not only ones which | would 
assroom but ones which would benefit me in 
the real world, Digital Design has taught me the various skil 
and has created building blocks for me to use in the future in 
many courses, | am truly glorified with the learnings this year 
and | thank the entire Digital Design department as well as 
fellow classmates for this fantabulous experience 

Maya Atanasova 8B 

in all honesty, digital design may be one of my favourite 
subjects. The Way it allows you to be so free and crea 
at the same time as teaching you technical and informat 
s so helpful and fun. For the second year now, | have 
enjoyed learning the concepts and ideas of digital desi 
and technology because | was able to use my own creativity 
in the projects as well as reflect and evaluate information. It 


has allowed for my skills to develop and will continue to help 
develop them. Not only the work, but the teaching made it 
fun. My teacher has made it possible to enjoy every lesson 


as well as understand it, have fun, and challenge ourselves. 
Zuhayr Ahmed - 8B 


oduct Design is a 
ie creative and Ic 


ubject that | feel allows me to use both 
istic part of my brain, It makes me work 
both within the confines of what | have available, both tool 
wise and skill wise. Rather than this restricting me, | feel it 
challenges me to think more outside the box and to use wh 
have available to create something that | am proud of and 
something that is creative, It is for these reasons that | thi 
PD is one of the best subject, as it embodies all essence of the 
1B curriculum. 
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Teaching and Learning Team 


Excellence in Teaching and Learning 
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Secondary School DP Team 
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Pam Parasram Declan Fredrick Alvaro Elriza Taljaard Reena Tikku 
Diploma Coordinator TOK Coordinator CAS Coordinator Extended Essay 
Coordinator 


Secondary School Heads of Year 
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Sarah Walsh John Aboaja Ashling Tully William McKee 
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 
aoe A a 
Colin Daniel Leacy Maeve Mckeogh Mallory Tomiuk 
Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 


Secondary School MYP Team 
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Sean Kelly Liza Dippenaar 
MYP Coordinator Personal Project and Community 
Project Coordinator 
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I@DIA 


At DIA we recoc 
learning experie 


e the importance of developing an inclusive environment for all students, resulting in a positive 
within an environment where diversity is championed. 


The ethos of the I@DIA team is to celebrate one’s individuality and promote independence, whilst providing an 
inclusive community for all. 


Our team of hardworking Learning Support Teachers 
and Assistants have ensured students’ barriers to 
learning have been addressed within a variety of 
subject areas; Math, English, Science, Individuals and 
Societies, aand DP. 


We are happy to share the below excerpts of parent 
feedback for the I@DIA team, from this academic 
year 

The support from the inclusion team has worked 
ry well for my child. They constantly follow up with 
ach subject teacher on his progress and any additional 
support he might need. He’s become confident with his 
studies and loves going to school!” Year 10 Parent 


Great job, hope the school and the team continues this 
program in the same way moving forward 
Year 10 Parent 

The support has made a huge difference to the progress 
made over the past 3+ years (for my son)” Year 11 
Parent 

Teachers are more considerate (towards the needs of 


my child). They ensured that my child is well supported in 
classes and they were more aware of how to account to 
Year 11 Parent 


the specified issues 


We are very happy and grateful for the support provided 


for him (son) and will continue to support the school from 
our end in every way possible.” Year 12 Parent 


y 
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I@DI. 
Individuality « Independenc 
Tnclusion 


GATEWAY Programme 
- Visit to Mohammed bin Rashid Space Centre 
After being part of the 
first Science In Space 
initiative workshop 
under the UAE Astronaut 


Programme, GATEWAY, 
along with our Physics 
department, extended an 


opportunity to a selected 
group of Physics students 
to be part of an historic 
ent at Mohammed bin 
nid Space Centre. This 
marked the special 
the first 
Emirati astronaut, Hazza 
Al Mansour, landing from the International Space Station 
on Thursday the 3rd October, 2019. 

The group of DIA EH students were supervised by 
Samrah Hamid, Liza Dippenaar and Malin Ehrman. It was 
an exclusive event, with just over 50 students in total 
and DIA EH was representing with 19 students there! 
Many thanks to Liza for her continuous support in the 
recommendation process and Malin for her great 
company and supervision 


Ra 
event 
occasion of 
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Year 7 Overview 


Message from Head 
of Year 7 


Another year has gone 
by and | have had the 
pleasure of watching 
the latest group of Year 
7s stream into the big 
bad world of secondary 
school and towards the 
now (I'm sure) not so 
daunting world of Year 
8. It really only feels 
like yesterday when | 
went to visit all of you 
in Primary and when you came up to the Secondary 
School for your transition days. | bet you can all look 
back now at all the worries and fears you had and see 
how easily you were able to overcome them. 


Ms. Sarah Walsh 


Despite the fact that our year within the walls of DIA 
was prematurely cut short, | feel privileged to have 
had the chance to watch you flourish and grow into 
brilliant young minds with admirable personalities, Over 
the past few weeks, | have seen you adapt to online 
learning faster than we could have ever anticipated, 
showing just how exemplary you truly are. 


Although being the youngest and littlest year group in 
the school, you have certainly left your mark this year. 
Your participation in school event such as Sports Day, 
school assemblies, Science Fair, World Schools Games, 
recycling drives and International Evening, have given 
us a real taste of the positive impact you are going to 
have on this school and the wider community in the 
years to come. 


Of course, | couldn't write this without including six 
ladies who | know have been instrumental in your 
triumphs this year: your homeroom teachers. From 
the first day of school right up to this moment during 
remote learning, | am fully aware that the patience 
and understanding which comes from your homeroom 
teachers is fundamental to how you go about your 
days. On behalf of all Year 7 students and myself, | 
would like to express our sincere gratitude to the Year 7 
homeroom teachers. 


I wish you every success in Year 8 and the years to follow. 
My best advice to you is relax, nothing is ever as bad as it 
seems. Every hurdle can be over-come, every mountain 
can be climbed, even if it looks insurmountable at 
first. Be proud of your achievements and only compare 
yourself to who you were yesterday. 


“You are braver than you believe, stronger than you 
seem, and smarter than you think." — Christopher 
Robin, Winnie the Pooh 


Ms. Sarah Walsh 


How have the Year 7s adapted to remote learning? 


During this worldwide pandemic, it is important to act 
upon the new social distancing law implemented in the 
UAE. Due to these problematic times, the UAE Ministry of 
Education decided to implement a new distance learning 
programme where students get to go to school in the 
comfort of their own household. In these first few weeks 
of distance learning, here's what | have learned. Remote 
learning is definitely a difficult thing to get the rhythm 
of. The new system was at first confusing and many 
people were not getting their work uploaded on time. 
However, the school has definitely acted upon making 
the pupils more comfortable. As the weeks progressed, 
it became easier to handle the workload and upload it 
on time. Overall, this new system is still being advanced, 
and | hope it has so much more to come, Hope you have 
a great time in isolation and | will see you all next year! 


Written by Kane 7E 


When | found out that the next couple of weeks were 
going to be online | was excited. Of course, some part of 
me was nervous but that didn’t bother me. As the days 
went by | was thinking to myself, “This is really happening, 
1am going to be away from my friends and only be able 
‘to communicate with them online." When the last day of 
school came there was a part of me that was excited but 
there was also a part of me that was apprehensive, but | 
overcame the fear. Right when the second week of online 
neared, | found out that it was going to be extended till 
the end of the school year! But this time there wasn’t a 
part of me that was nervous; all | knew was to stay happy 
and be happy with what is given. So now | know that 
there is really no reason to be worried and | know that ! 
should just stay happy. 


Written by Aadhil 7¢ 


When | first heard about online school, | was extremely 
paranoid and nervous about it. | was terrified that | 
would do something wrong and that my grades would 
go down because of it. It turns out the teachers, prefects 
and everyone else took care of everything, and our 
tasks were super clear, straightforward and simple. 
I'm still worried, because it’s a new situation and I'm a 
klutz with technology, but the more time | spend doing 
‘online school work, the more | understand that it’s all 
under control and that everyone is going through the 
same thing. The classes are also including activities that 
don’t need electronic devices, so that we don't spend 
all day at a screen, and my teachers and classmates are 
understanding and sympathetic. I'm very sympathetic to 
everyone who is stuck in this intercontinental problem 
and thankful to anyone trying to help with it. 


Written by Bianca 7A 
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Year 7 Overview 


THANK YOU YEAR 7 HOMEROOM TEACHERS!!! 


Thank you Ms Blanca Gonzalez, from 7A 

Thank you for always doing your best. 

You've been kind, compassionate and understanding, 
You're amazing, you're outstanding. 

In helping others, your time you always invest. 
You've made these extremely joyful days, 

For not giving up on us, 

Being happy in your class we can trust, 

Sincerely, 7A. 


Written by Bianca 7A 


Thank you Ms Hannah Trehy, from 7B 

| walked in the room for the first time and looked around to 
see my friends yet | am still nervous as | am in a completely new 
sector of school. | think to myself how am | going to fit in and 
| take another look around the class to see if my peers are also 
worried, Then Ms, Trehy speaks and puts us all at ease as she 
explains that we can ask as many questions as we want to. In 
my mind, | feel like this a gift from God. | know | will be able 
to fit in to Secondary School and to this day | am still thankful 
to her. | have written this on behalf of 7B to just say thank you 
to Ms. Trehy. 


Written by Devaditya 7B 


Thank you Ms Mahua Paul, from 7C 


The year we have had has been amazing and educational but 
the icing on the cake was our homeroom teacher, Ms, Paul 


She is always there to help us and solve our problems, no 
matter what happens. Ms. Paul saves the day like a superhero! 
Her friendly and positive attitude has encouraged us to be the 
best we possibly could be and to work harder to achleve our 
goals. She has inspired us to work hard and play hard. She is 
always there to pick us up after we fall and always makes sure 
that we know what's happening around us, The amount of 
times we would have forgotten about bake sales for charity is 
unimaginable if Ms. Paul was not here with us. 


Not only is she responsible and organized but also patient and 
dedicated to her job! She knows everything there is to teaching 
and how to work with children. During times when there is 
no assembly, she lets us do fun activities, from coloring to 
meditation! 


Written by Iti and Aadhil 7C 


Thank you Ms Donna Campbell, from 7D 
The moments that we were glum, 

You led us to the light 

And in the times when we were numb, 

You wouldn't let us out of your sight. 

The mysterious shadows of failure 

Won't let us through the doors, 

So you helped us beat it lke Gladiators 

Like as if we were at war. 

I'm sure we won't forget what you did, 


Before we came we were just kids! 
‘And one day | hope you see, 
All these kids making you proud of 7D. 


Written by Aryan 7D 


HOW | FELT MOVING FROM YEAR 6 TO YEAR 7!!! 

{can still clearly remember the day before | was finally going 
to Year 7; | was so excited but anxious at the same time. | 
couldn't sleep all night as | was scared that | would get lost 
in the hallways looking for my homeroom - and that's exactly 
what happened. Being in Year 7 was really a step up from 
Year 6, The work was more challenging and we started to get 
a little homework unlike Primary. But we got a lot of exercise 
by walking to our classes, Secondary also felt different to 
Primary since we had been the oldest in Primary and suddenly 
we became the youngest. Nevertheless, my experience in 
Secondary School has been absolutely amazing and magical, 
thanks to the really supportive teachers and friends who are 
guiding and helping me, even through online school, and 
making my journey in Year 7 incredible and everlasting. 


Written by Maanya 7F 


Moving from Primary to Secondary school had feelings of 
excitement, fears and anxiety for all of us, including me and 
my friends! We were worried about being late to classes, 
not being able to find our way around and of course, work 
pressure, But the transition was so smooth and comfortable 
as we were given a 3-day tour and we were also allowed 
settling in time. We did have aching legs and backs because 
of stairs and carrying our school bags throughout the day. 
The best part was our own personal lackers ~ where we could 
store our books and everything else we required, There are 
dozens of different classrooms where we have to move from 
Math class to IT lab and from Science to PE. Academically, we 
have more subjects which we have not come across before. 
There have been lots of challenges but it has been an exciting 
and memorable transition! 


Written by Rishabh 7D 


| have been in this school for a good number of years and 
have experienced many ups downs but nothing like when | 
first walk through those doors to enter Secondary School 
It was all so different - a whole new chapter of my life. | 
was petrified! There were so many students and it was 
overwhelming, | started searching for my homeroom class, 
looking around and walking around those halls cluelessly, 
wondering what those signs and numbers were and what they 
meant, hoping that we would magically just appear straight 
into our homeroom class. When we were in the classfoom, we 
were welcomed with the smiles from our friends and our new 
teacher. | found a spot in the class next to someone new and 
automatically knew we were going to be best friends. Having 
a good friend beside you makes everything easier and I've got 
to give a special mention to one person: Ms. Handa. You were 
so welcoming and supportive all throughout the year. Thank 
you Ms. Handa and everyone who helped us with our first 
year journey into Secondary School. 


Written by Aanya 7F 
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Year 8 Overview 


Year 8, | would like to 
begin by saying a huge, 
“Well done!" to each 
and every one of you. We 
have been on an intense 
journey this year with 
many challenges, highs 
and lows, successes and 
failures, and yet here 
you are at the end of it 
standing strong. | began 
Mr. John Aboaja in September as your 
Head of Year with great 
expectations and extremely high hopes for you as a 
cohort. Although | knew very few of you individually, | 
was convinced that this year group had the potential to 
be one of the highest achieving and most well thought of 
year groups in DIA. Many of you were ready to dust off 
the fatigue of Year 7 and embark on a fresh start in Year 
8 and you have, most definitely, done that. It has been a 
pleasure walking the corridors and engaging with you on 
a daily basis, witnessing some of you excel in academic or 
leadership endeavours and in the areas of music, drama 
and sport 


ee a 


We must of course thank your Homeroom teachers who 
have invested in your well-being every day. To Mr. Mulhern 
(8A), Mr. Tyagi (8B), Miss Agacy Schokhman(8C), Miss 
Mathur (8D), Miss Nazir (8) and Miss Rathore (8F) | 
give my heartfelt thanks for your tireless patience and 
commitment, for giving our students the best start to 
each day, a friendly face to greet them each morning and 
a trusted adult with whom to raise concems. | am sure 
the students within your homerooms appreciate your 
efforts just as much as | do. 


One of the biggest challenges we have faced, of course, 
has been the coronavirus pandemic and the subsequent 
transition to online learning. You have all shown amazing 
resilience and adaptability engaging with the proce 
even in the early days when the systems and expectations 
were still being organised. | was especially impressed 
with the few of you who were stuck in other countries 
but still taking part in lessons despite being in different 
time zones. That dedication is commendable. Many of 
you have supported this process by suggesting ways to 
improve the online experience, giving feedback on how 
you were coping with not being in school and also with 
your kind words of encouragement. Most pleasing for 
me, however, has been how this situation caused you to 
unite as a cohort and support one another - from Zoom 


calls with tens of students, to online collaboration during 


lessons. You really have matured far beyond what | could 
have hoped for at the start of the year 


It is now time to start looking forward to another new 
beginning, as you enter Year 9. This year will go into the 
history books as one to remember. We must not forget 
everything we have learned throughout this year during 
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Year 9 Overview 


Year 9, what a year that has been.... 


Let me begin by commending all of you for making it through Year 9! It really 
has been one of the most unpredictable, uncertain and unique years in all of 
our lifetimes. What started as a ‘normal’ school year escalated for us all with the 
announcement of remote learning from the end of March onwards. Suddenly, we 
all found ourselves in unchartered waters. And | can assure you, the students were 


soon teaching the teachers when it came to technology and all things ‘Teams’. Never 


before has an excuse for being late for a class included, ’My WIFI wouldn't work,’ or, 
Ms. Ashling Tully ‘The dog ate my router,’ etc 
What has been a very challenging time for all of us, has also been an enlightening 


time. We have rediscovered the power of interaction, albeit through social distancing. We discovered that in 


order to be stronger together, we would need to take some time apart from each other. We have found joy and 


entertainment in riddles, dingbats, quizzes and Tik Toks (whatever they are). In many ways we reverted to a simpler 


time, where our immediate circle 


ir who we could see was limited to those in our houses. If nothing else, this time 
has taught us to value those things that we cannot control; the importance of loved ones, the freedom to go for a 
walk, baking, reading, and having so much free time that you even resorted to doing extra school work! While we 
can all agree that 2020 and the Covid-19 pandemic is absolutely terrifying, there are some positives to be taken, 
Air pollution, smog and CO2 emissions have all reduced drastically during the lockdown, while wildlife and animals 
returned to their natural habitats. If there is a lesson to be learned, or taken from Covid-19, it is that we must not 
and cannot take life for granted. 

On a personal level, | would like to commend all 133 of you, the entire Year 9 cohort, for your diligence and 


cooperation this year. You have shown maturity and integrity in abu 


dance throughout the lockdown period. | 
would like to thank your homeroom teachers for their patience, and care: Ms Olwyn Hall (9A), Ms. Frederique 
Defontaine (9B), Mr. Blaine Mackessy (9C), Ms. Nazia Choudry (9D) and Mr. Donal Moynihan (9E). It has been an 
absolute pleasure to be your Head of Year again this year. | am so proud of your achievements not only academically, 
but on the court, field, pitch or elsewhere, You are all wonderful, capable young people with so much to offer. | 
urge you to apply yourselves to the challenges and demands of Year 10 and above all else, look after yourselves 
and each other. Finally, | would like to wish those of you who will be not with back at DIA next year the very best 
of luck. You will always be part of the DIA family. 
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Year 10 Overview 


Hello everyone! Mr Mckee, Head of Year 10 and Science warrior here. My second 
year with this particular cohort and you would have thought it easier... Not the 
case. The year itself was going swimmingly until Covid-19 kicked our doors down 
(or rather closed them in) for us! Challenging times call for an exceptional response 
and this year group never disappoint. | can once again say that all new students to 
the year group (of which there was a significant number, over a quarter of the entire 
year group, in fact) fitted in perfectly and have carried on the ethos of our school 
with aplomb. This is in no small part to the openness and welcoming attitude of 
our existing students: thank you and well done. We have seen dedication, respect, 
collaboration and hard work from all of our Year 10s. We can now add a list of new 
skills to those that will set you up well for the future: independence, adaptability, 
fortitude, resilience, mental toughness and resourcefulness 


Mr. William Mckee 


Nobody knew at the start of the year how this year would end. | can safely say none of us were prepared; however, 
I can say that the Year 10 response has in the most part been fantastic. An ability to adapt and overcome, combined 
with the dedication to your studies, has done you proud. 


My personal highlights of the year involve the many interactions | have with my students whether it be in my 
classroom, in the corridor or crashing through a wave at the Wadi Adventure together. These simple things are 
what | look forward to the most for next year, a return to normality (whatever that is) and the promise of time spent 
living, learning and laughing together as one big DIA family. 


| would personally like to thank each and every one of you for your attitude towards your learning in such difficult 
circumstances. I'd also like to thank your wonderful homeroom team for maintaining that relationship with you 
and for helping me to serve you as best | can. Therefore, Mr. Benjamin Sumner, Mrs. Mithra Daniels, Mrs, Susan 
Daniels, Mrs. Anita Varghese, Mrs. Silvia Milesi and Miss Zeina Kazak: thank you. Our students and | are glad of your 
continued help throughout the year 


Year 11 will hold no fear for our students. Your organisational skills and self-management shown over these last 
months will mean you are prepared for the Personal Project unlike any Year 11 preceding you. A renewed love for 
the classroom and respect for things maybe we took for granted will mean you will return to DIA with a hunger to 
learn, achieve and succeed like never before. With that thought in mind, I hope you are ready to smash your targets 
through your E-assessments, E-Portfollos and indeed any of the many interests and clubs you champion next year. 


| look forward to once again guiding you through your next step on your academic journey; watching you reach 
your goals whilst inspiring those in the years below you and achieving your maximum potential 


Enjoy your summer. Take pleasure in those freedoms we once took for granted. Make the most of the time we have. 


Mr. Bill Mckee 
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Year 11 Overview 


As | sit down to write this reflection on Year 11, | find it quite a strange feeling for a 
few different reasons. Firstly, | find it scary that the cohort of students | got to know 
in Year 8 are now beginning to prepare for DP. Where has that time gone? Secondly, 
in these strange and unprecedented times, | feel sad that our Year 115 will not get to 
sit their e-Assessments or have the usual graduation ceremony. | know many of you 
would have relished the chance to showcase the years of dedication and hard work 
you have put in during your MYP studies. Nonetheless, | would like to say a huge 
thank you and well done to you all for adapting to distance learning in a positive 
and mature way. Remember, this is just the beginning of your educational journey. 
During this year, we welcomed a number of new students to our cohort. For those 
students, | hope your first year here at DIA has been a happy one. 
- ~ 
Mr, Colin Daniel Leacy Academically, this has been a challenging year for Year 11. | am sure the list of 
deadlines seemed to be never ending, but you guys managed it with great dedication 
and effort. Well done for this. Mr. Sean Kelly has been incredibly supportive to the 
cohort throughout the year, so huge thanks is due to him. One of the highlights for me was to see the quality of 
your Personal Project Exhibition. The level of dedication and effort put in by the year group was exemplary, and it 
was very satisfying to note that many teachers commented on it being the best they had ever seen. A huge thanks 
must go to Ms. Liza Dippenaar for her work with this. 


In our homeroom programme throughout the year, we tackled various issues such as Health & Well-Being, 
Sustainability, Digital Awareness & Online Activism, Organisation/Study Skills and also University & Career Guidance. 
| would like to thank all the Year 11 homeroom teachers who successfully delivered this programme. It allowed our 
students to develop important life skills that will stand them well in the future. Outside of the classroom, there was 
a notable increase in student involvement with CCA's, clubs and sports teams, | encourage you all to keep these 
activities a vital part of your school life. 


Looking forward, a lot of hard work lies ahead. The bar will now raise as you enter DP. With this comes a pleather of 
new challenges: more demanding content; more late nights; !A’s, EE’s, TOK, CAS... What's not to look forward to?! 
My advice is to hit the ground running in Year 12 - do not make a slow start to DP or it may become overwhelming 
and seem unmanageable, Embrace the challenge as a year group and enjoy the solidarity that the journey brings 


As usual, | encourage you to always demonstrate high levels of positivity, respect and maturity in all walks of life. 
Continue to surround yourselves with people who are a positive influence on your life and allow you to be the best 
version of yourselves. Be kind to people and approach your school life and personal life full of optimism and hope! 


Have a great summer. 


Mr. Leacy 


oot SOI 


Year 11A 


PPPS AARAARD 


Abhay Katoch Adam Simons Ahad Khot_ Ahmed Hashim —Anaille Siby Anushka Goyal Aya AlHamami Barbara Cardoso Charvi Saboo 


PAPA? 2 9 


Diya Chhibber Ebrahim Khan Houssam ines Boyle Krish Lina Bena —Ninaad Kulkarni Ricardo——=shi Shah 
Hammoud Kewalramani Borghesi 
: J A 5 g 4 ? / 
Salma Ahmed Sameekshaa “Sanya Bathia. -—Seung-HooJung —Shaheer Rehan —Shiven Bajaj. SpencerCroft. Yasmina Kharma 
‘Auda Prabhu 


Year 11B 


LE SP AMA® 


‘Adam Chom Antonio itteri —AravKekane Christopher = ‘Eesha Ahmad = Hugh Rieken Jasmine Asai =—_‘Karan Nayar 
Stephen 
D/ 7. fr 2 “ 
karim Khushi Dadlani Mata Arge Nel Galanw —Nimat Manzoor Nosh KurtsdotterOjaswit Baja} —-~Pelin Coskun 
Muntasser Carcuac 
, 
> ra ] 
f 7 y f 
Saad Syed “Sana Kapoor Seoyeon Yim Shriangi Gupta Skyler__—«“Sulaiman Qadir. ‘Tindra Feast Vite Pskarskate Yara Ghali 
Sudhakaran 


rT | | Eg 


Year 11 C 


2323 A2R2 AP 


‘isn Duss medAdan, angen AnayaTcie, Anke Smed” “Ateialaks Asser AyRuCorter” Dkgarts Gop 
Mater” Ngan Kral sateine 
AL f / { / ey 
Dyan CackeHonaSoliman  HariSethuramon brahim Shang Jal Bhatia ley Pangarkar’ Johann Pinto lost Mohamad Lara Danisman 
Q 2 p fen ie! A i 
Marion Thepaut Mehmet Efe Poojal Ridhi Khurana Ryan De Villiers Sanina ‘Shaimaa El Yiyi Guo Yusuf Al- 
Via Gamer wemmehurn peatonh Radda Kevabow 


Year 11D 


PASAPZ SAS 


‘Adam lich Anika Popat ‘Ansh Prasad Archisha Dakshit Raj Dhruv Gandhi Diya Shajid Evrard Dujardin 
Agarwal 
Fayha khan Hamza Shaikh ene Ira Miguel Jal Joshi Jon Ander Komal Sinha a eaten Nour Hedra 
Fuglestad Magallanes Moro-Usabiaga 


o99089 PA 


‘Owen Macnamara Paulo Vieira Raghav Chutani_ Sam Mehrara_ Sara Engelbaek Sean PeterDe Shaan Diwan Simone Karkaria Zara Azmi 
Saumell Noronha 


218 a rn ae 


Year 11 E 


292 RPDS AAD 


‘Agrim Gulaty Albert Jantunen Ananya Bipin Bakhtia _—-Dinmukhammed —_Drishya Karthik Farah Wahab——_‘Hitesh Satwani 
Chughtai Assamurat 
§ : 5 \ f : Ny) é £ fa 
liyas Boumar Juha De Beer Manan Shah Maria Andrea. Mariam Maxime Nicola Nikita Arora ——Priyanjana’ 
Garcia Mutwall Gueneau ——_Schonfeldt Kumar 
Raghav Ganesh Rohan Katyal Sagib Kadernani  Sehar Salman. Tamim Abed Valarie: Waleed Khawaja Waleed Zuhair Zaed Jaber 
Rabouh Mascarenhas Eltayeb Yousit 


Year 11 F 


PPAF AAA 


Ashirwad Modi Aurelie Azaan Khan Gaurav Kapoor Inari Karppinen Manya Jain Maya Hvidtfeldt_ Mehmet Ozel Nicolas 
/ ¢/ Pp Re _ ; 


rr | 7) Ea 


Year11A 


Year 11B 


6... 
eu: 
ol 
ed: 
oy 
Oy a 
Se: 


ee vi 


D LL 4AeRA 


g 6 


J 
ee ee 22 


‘ts StS 


JILL 4eoA 


22 il! ££ lm 


Year 11 Personal Project 


The MYP Personal Project is a unique and exciting opportunity that gives 
Year 11 students a chance to explore a topic they find interesting or are 


passionate about outside of their academic work. By implementing what 


1) oo they have learned in the MYP, they create a product and write a report. Every 
- J year, the exhibition is an eagerly anticipated event where our students are 
f proud to show the school and the community their work and final product 
\ 
“ 
Liza Dippenaar This year’s personal project was an outstanding showcase of the Year 11's 


hard work and passion for the topics they found interesting and wanted 
to explore independently. Students have written novels, created new 
technology for cricket and have even dissected animals to show people the importance of conservation 
There were students who studied foods reflecting their cultures, created individualized exercise plans or 
even created a safe space and environment for students of determination. The students this year truly 


produced the best Personal Project outcomes and products DIA has ever seen 
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DP Retreat Trip 


The DP Retreat was definitely one of the highlights of the 2019-2020 
academic year, It was an opportunity for us to get to know our teachers 
and peers outside of a classroom environment and it allowed us to 
create bonds 

with each other. On the first day, everyone was walking into school with 


their luggage, excited for the upcoming trip 


Upon our arrival at Abu Dhabi, we visited the Warner Bros Theme Park 
On behalf of our year group, we can confidently state that we all had a 
phenomenal time! The adrenaline rush from the rides and the excitement of walking around while seeing references 
from movies we love were amazing; whether it was the “Fast and Furious” ride or "The Riddler”, there was 


something for all of us! (Not to mention the delicious meal!) 


To add to an already fantastic trip, our hotel overlooked beautiful views and granted 
Us full access to the pool and beach; the perfect way to unwind after a fun-filled 


day. On Saturday, we went to bed exhausted after a tiring night of dancing and 


screaming to “Shake it Off", "God's Plan”, "Shut Up and Dance”, among the many 
of our favorite tunes. Some of the most memorable moments of the night included 
our attempt to serenade Ms, Pam with ‘Happy Birthday’, Mr.Bunyan shuffling in 


the middle of the dance circle and Ms.Meena, Ms.Walsh, and Ms.Mckeogh along 


with our other teachers showing us their best moves! We also have to say, we 


really enjoyed doing the “Macarena” in unison 


Right before bed we were surprised once again by our fantastic head of year, Ms 
Mckeogh. Each of our room doors had goody-bags hanging on the handle, with a 
little note wishing us well. They were filled with many treats which we are certain 
everyone enjoyed. One of the most special parts of this trip was that each and 
everyone one of the teachers who came on the trip with us went out of their way to 


make the trip fun, safe and memorable. On behalf of year 12, we can't thank them 


enough, we truly appreciate all their efforts 


eee i) ee 


DP Retreat Trip 


Of course, it was important that we had a balance of learning and fun during the trip. Our next destinations were 
either Umm Al Emarat Park or Masdar City. At the park, we all learned 
a great deal about sustainability and it really opened our eyes to what 
we can do to help preserve the environment just a little bit better. We 
learned about the importance of reducing waste, reusing products 
and recycling material. Apart from that, we were also introduced 
to the four factors of sustainability (social, economic, cultural and 


environmental. We gained a lot from this adventure and came to an 


understanding of what sustainability really is and how we can try to 
achieve it on an individual level and as a community. Our friendly guides welcomed us at the park and taught us 


about the importance of awareness and now all of us are more environmentally-conscious of our actions 


We encountered a few bumps along the road. For 
example, when after a tiring night of partying, some 
sleeping in caused a slight delay in our day's plans. Another 
unforgettable moment was when we all came back to the 
hotel to collect our bags but we were locked out our rooms. 
It was a bit hectic, there was a lot of commotion and we 
had a tight schedule. However, as always, the teachers 
worked very hard to make sure everything turned out well 


and we all still managed to have an amazing time! Despite 


these minor inconveniences, we wouldn't have changed 


this trip for the world! 


To conclude, we can agree that this trip was filled with many fun memories and it helped us learn a lot more about 
one another. We all got closer whether it was during our dance party, our long bus rides or through our love of the 
buffets and this only made our year 12 family stronger. 


By: Natalia Miret & Damayanti Bose- Year 12 
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International Award 


International Award- Gold Practice 
Journey: Student Reflections 


As students who have 
been __ participating 
in the Duke of 
Edinburgh trips since 
first offered the 
opportunity way back 
in Year 10, we, along 
with our team of 
intrepid adventurers 
were as excited about 
our practice trip as we 
were for any other, 
and as usual, this trip 
didnot failtomeetany 
of our expectations. 
During this trip, our 
team of 14 along with Mr. Cronin and Ms. McKeogh 
had many bonding experiences, including 
watching Mathew milk a camel, or drinking camel 
milk from a communal bowl or getting attacked by 
a swarm of insects we can’t even name. The DOE 
trips have always been an integral part of the year 
for us, on these trips we have made great friends, 
tried exciting new experiences and learned the 
importance of picking up our garbage. All in all, 
despite the lack of civilisation and tolerating the 
odour of our teammates for over 48 hours, the 
DOE trip was, once again, an experience we'd 
recommend to everyone who has the opportunity 
to partake in it. 


Ciaran Mulhern 


Andrew French 12F and Damayanti Bose 12B 


The Duke of Edinburgh practice was simply two 
days of fun and freedom. The lack of technology 
and fresh air is a feeling that can’t be matched in 
our busy lives, so it’s always fun to get away from 
it all. The starry skies and the good vibes make 
these trips really fun and it almost makes you 
forget about the pain of the long walk. 


Sahil Mirani 12F 


If asked to point to the best moment of the trip, | 
wouldn't be able to. This is because in the entire 
duration of the trip we were in this mental state 
of living in the moment. All of our problems and 
stresses got lost for 48 hours and all of our focus 
was on the task at hand. 


Mark Follinus 12B 


The lack of any connections or mobile devices 
was jarring at first, but they became a distant 
memory when scaling mountains with the team 
and stopping to take in the view at the top. 


The taste of fresh camel milk or the many laughs! 


had with my friends, guides, and teachers will be 
memories I'll keep forever. 


Whether it is the full starry night sky, the friends 
made, or the existential dread when you realise 
you are miles away from civilization and all you 
can see is sand, there is always something to stop 
and appreciate. 


Roy Ghandour, 12F 
International Award 


This year we had over eighty students taking part 
in the Bronze Award and over forty completing 
the Silver Award. The highlight for each group 
has to be the Adventurous Journey which for both 
Silver and Bronze were challenging and indeed 
adventurous. 


The Silver training and assessment journey’s took 
place in the Hajer mountains. The practice proved 
challenging and a few participants unfortunately 
were unable to complete the journey. For those 
who didn’t we hope that you are not discouraged 
by this and reflect on what you need in order to 
take on such challenges in future. All teams who 
undertook the assessment managed to complete 
the journey with good humour. 


The Bronze training was a more adventurous 
affair with the elements conspiring against us but 
participants persevered and learned the benefits 
of having a good tent over your head when you 
want to stay dry in a wet dessert. But despite 
what cannot have been a comfortable night all 
teams completed the training successfully. The 
assessment journey proved to be a challenge for 
the navigation skills of some and unfortunately 
one team was unable to complete the journey 
successfully. The team were commended on 
how they performed with an ill team mate 
and hopefully will not be discouraged by the 
experience. The rest of the cohort managed to 
successfully complete the journey. 


All have successfully completed their presentations 
andthe quality of these was a marked improvement 
on previous year’s work. 


While some have already completed their skill, 
activity and service and should soon be awarded 
their certificate we would encourage everyone to 
complete these before the coming school year and 
we look forward to working with a new cohort 
of Bronze participants and hopefully see Bronze 
veterans undertake the Silver and Silver veterans 
move on to Gold next year. 
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ECO Club 


The Eco Club prides itself in working to create a more sustainable school 
to ensure a future in which there is clean air, clean water, thriving 
biodiversity and healthy people. We want all of DIA’s students to make 
environmentally conscious decisions. This year, we have had multiple 
initiatives. Firstly, we hosted our second annual Adopt-a-Plant day, in 
which we sold plants to students and teachers whilst raising awareness 
about the importance of biodiversity. Secondly, we had teams competing 
in the DEWA Conservation Award, where students came up with 
innovative solutions to reduce water and energy consumption. The Eco 
| Club recognizes that single use plastic is destroying our environment, 
which is why we have recently become Drop It Youth ambassadors and 
are working to reduce plastic consumption in DIA. Additionally, our ASA 
members actively tend to our successful organic garden. This is only a 


Manmohan Singh 


small portion of what we have done this year, and we hope to accomplish even more next year. 
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To the DIA Class of 2020, 


Class of 2020, you really didn’t see this coming, did you? Trust us, neither did we, Looking back on our cohort's 
journey through high school, unconventional is an understatement. From our ‘internal’ DP retreat to our exciting 
Group 4 project (which included analyzing the flow of our bathroom taps), we sure did maximize the opportunities 
that were given to us in our DP journey 


Over the past two years, it is safe to say that we have left our mark on the school. When we weren't in our 
classrooms (and sometimes when we were supposed to be) you might find our beloved Seniors power-napping on 
any table we could find, stress-eating humus in the Wolves Den, receiving regular life lessons in the DP office or 
candidly chatting with our lovely ladies in the College Counselling office over a cup of much-needed caffeine (which 
thanks to us, is banned now). Each corner of the school held a special place for our cohort 


Although at this point we don’t know if we will be able to have the “Senior moments” we once looked forward 
to, there is no doubt that the memories we have created in the last two years will last a lifetime. We bonded over 
seriously mundane things like college applications and supported each other when the decisions came out; we 
made sure to cheer each other during our international day performances (phew, we at least got to do that!); and 
most importantly, got to host freshers that no one will forget. We were there for each other in bad times and good, 
in times of comfort and stress, and most importantly, whenever someone needed a helping hand. 


And boy did we need a helping hand. From the constant reminders of being behind on CAS, not meeting with our 
EE supervisors, and getting some brutally honest TOK or IA feedback, each and every one of our peers was always 
willing to sit down and comfort each other as we travelled through this difficult journey. if we had a doubt, we 
could always rely on our friends for help. If we needed feedback for a report, someone would always be willing to 
read it. If we needed to read Kabir's notes, we would all advise each other to read someone else's, But at the end 
of the day, we each had someone we could rely on for emotional or academic support 


To our teachers who helped us during this journey, thank you. You were able to do the seemingly impossible: deal 
with us. From our inconsistent attendance to our sleep-deprived presence in class, you continuously worked with 
us and were still able to somehow teach us. We also hope that we haven't caused you too much stress with our 
definition of deadlines; a date where we can sometimes submit our work. We are sure that there was a party when 
Janishq finally submitted all of his IA’s, and that joyous moment will stick with our teachers forever. 


Who knows where we will end up in the future, how many friends will stay in touch, how much we'll even 
remember? But we can say in full confidence, the Class of 2020 will never forget their senior year. 


PS: Thomas, we will pay you back tomorrow, don’t worry! 
With love, 


Minaa Hamid, Shamma Younous, Ayush Walia & Aaron Lopez 
The Head Team, 2019-2020 
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Reach for the stars, so 
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Layla El-Garem 


| was planin 

on aropping 
but managed to 

procrastinate that too 


er 


Nisha Kapitzki 


“You are my favorite.” 
John Aboaja 


1 


Slade Sudhakaran 


Don't worry about it 


B 


‘Ananya Gupta 
When you're celebrating 
the birth of your child, Il 
be celebrating graduating 

from med school 


Giada Belloni 
Don't give up and be 
yourself... Even if the 

whole world is 

against you 


Marcus Fuglestad 


I'ma banana, Yellow on 
the outside, white on 
the inside. 


Shalmali Shah 


fA 


Ysabel Maria Garcia 


Life's a climb but the 
view is great 


Year 13 B 


A 


Amani Siddiqui 


2 


‘Ayush Walia Catarina Peral Fuster 


en) 


Adé hi 


‘No, | can't edit your 
video 


? 


‘Guys, parents travelling 
party at my house” 


2 


Janishq Munge Joel Rice Jonatan Nuutinen 
“I can pass, you can Incredible... I's even Pull up, bounce out with 
pass” worse than I thought it ‘a briefcase, it's time to 
‘would be, -Marvin handle business 
/ 
f | ? ti 
Nicole Philip ‘Oscar Munoz Paavnee Misra 


was finally released from 
her 12 year sentence 


2 


Rohan Rajagopal 


“Always late for exams" twas legend- wait 


fort 


Sara Kaeppler 


Hf things get hard, just 


wait for exams to cancel! risks Ve overtaking 


this - Mariana (ACNH) 


Varun Kabra Wael Gholmieh 


have a goatee because | 


It took 135,360 minutes iapeaiee eg 


to prepare for exams and 
then they got cancelled 


| 


Sofia Portilla 


Hurricane Katrina? More 
like Hurricane Portilla, 


° A 


Gabriel Loureiro Ines Thepaut Vidal 


| can do more with my 
hands than just paint. 
draw 


BA 


Them long nights, | swear 
to God I do it for the come 
Up ~ Rich Homie Quan 


Mahek Vora Maria Sura 


CEO of “Ihaven't started 
either” 


Rida Fatima 


My attendance looks like 
I've been in quarantine 


A 


Rhea Mehra 


*submits corrupted file* they had us in the first 


half ngl 


Thivina Ratnayaka 


They still think I'm Indian 


Zoha Khawaja 


I stared into the abyss. It 
stared back at me. But it 
blinked first. 
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Aaditya Warrier 


With my ego, I can 

stand in a Speedo and 

bbe lookin like a hero ~ 
Kanye West 


Gyuri Byun 


Yes, |take Math HL 


Sabareesh Jayadeep 


So what can you eat - 
Everyone ever 


Simran Karkaria 


No I did not run away 


? 


Benjamin Johnson 


V'd stil take quarantine 
‘over DP 


A 


‘Maya John 


Missed my Mulan 
audition for this ( 


re 


Sarah Khattab 


| was expecting the 
Roaring 20s and I'm a 
little disappointed 


A 


Subikshi 
Surianarayanan 


hs okay to be a potato 
sometimes, because look 
at me now. 


Timothy Pauka 


‘When life gives you IB, 
‘make...well nothing 
‘cause WOW it's 
complicated!!! 


Year 13 C 


a 


Candice Saxod 


the pool isn’t the only 
place | make miracles, 
happen 


Meghana Nair 


The only thing more 
tragic than my social life 
's 2020. 


e 


Shalabh Sivanand 


Damnt, 2 years of 
hardwork and we get a 
‘pandemic in return 


El 


Syed Mohammad 
maan Ali Naqvi 


Let me know if my 
biceps get in the way 


i) 


Tyla Mac Gregor 


may not be related to 
Conor McGregor but | 
can still throw a punch 


A 


Carlene Nassif 


no, u can’t have a 
free painting as an 
investment so u can sell 
it when i'm famous 


A 


‘Minaa Hamid 


well, that wasnt lke 
hhigh schoo! musical at all 


Siddharth 
Raghunathan 


Boys bathroom never 
smelled so fruity fresh 


? 


Takehiro Kobayashi 


4 


Willem Van De Kreke 


If you like water you 
already like %72 of me 


Dania Al Bawab 


Sometimes when I'm 
hungry it’s hard being 
the only snack in the 
kitchen, 


® 


Rishi Abichandani 


Siddhi Pagarani 


well we really mastered 
senior ditch day, didmt 
we? 


a 


Talal Mutwalli 


Thank you to the guy 
who ate the bat, without, 
you I'd still be here 


Year 13 D 
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‘Advika Pal Akhil Sharma 
Spent 14 years at school Tough time never last, 
ust to graduate at conly tough people last - 

home ‘Mr, Demi Demi 

Jiabui Ying Jiya Rughwani 


“I want to go home”= 
me 7/24, | guess dreams 
do come true. 


Koen Salomons Lena Soenen 
"Don't follow your My dad didn't want me 
dreams, follow my but EHL did, 


Instagram instead: @ 
koen_salomons" 


Rayan Benani Rohan Awtani 


Education Is more 
important, but my biceps 
are importanter 


Aryan Totawat 


’m a senior but | stay 
fresh man, 


aA 
Joe Croft 


magine spending 
13 years of your Ife 
working hard and 

studying just to get a 
diploma in the mail 


i 


Dymitr Mazurkiewicz Jesima Dawood 


Life is Life, Social distancing has 
got our faces on the 
yearbook. At least we 
haven't passed away. 


Karla Salibi Kavyaa Modak 
Summer better Sorry | wasn't at school, 1 
not be cancelled injured myself again!! 


w\/ 


Mahek Agarwal Moritz Helmerichs Nehashree Tatavarthi 
gn streaks, don’t hmu When life puts a wall in How could | possibly 
your way, go to primary, be expected to handle 
jump over it and hope school on a day lke this? 
the cameras didn’t 
see you. 
Tasneem Misbah Zaid Maayah 


To all coming years, 


I've won, 


never underestimate 
‘the power of IAs in ‘but at what cost? 
determining your grades 


cr | | 


Year 13 E 


A 


Alicia Miret Roman, Amr Abdalla Andrew El Homsi 


wasn’t going to 
graduate anyway 


Can't wait to get “milk” 
for my kids 


A$ 


Human Cantaloupe 


Julie Azba Kabir Malhotra Khusboo Parimoo 
/ 2 
Mehul Advani Mikhail Reilly Mira Al-Aqrabawi 


I may be financially 
unstable, but at least 
your grandkids will be 

alive because of me xo. 


A 


OOO, what happened 
to our senior year? 


) 


Done with this hell, onto 
the next. 


KA 


Rik Hordijk 


Nida Hasnain Rhea Udayasankar 


Hl make it to the moon 
even if Ihave to craw! 


My attendance may not 
be areat, but I'm still a 
gift-wrapped present 


Can | please stay another 
year? - said no one 


\ 


‘Swarashri Shridhar ‘Yara Bengdara 


Uff sorry I can’t come, | 
hhave a dance thing, 


Yara, you can't just 

white out the question 

you don’t want to do: 
Pranjal Rat 
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Anton Viguier Guilherme Barreiros 


My life willbe like a 
sandwich, no matter 
What, the bread will 


Just Gui for short, don't 
worry about the rest 


‘come first 
Leah Da Silva Malvina Adam 


God knew | would be 
too powerful if| could 
do math 


('m actually not funny, 
I'm just really mean 
people think I'm joking. 


3 


‘Muskaan Dadlani Mustafa Mohammad. 


Sorry its because bm a An YoU vErTiCal fArM 


© a 
Ronit Kothari 


Shamma Younus 
When the future is 


Uncertain keep your 
attitude strong! :) 


? 


Zenden Noronha 


Shamma, please submit 
your IA." ~ Mr Alvaro 


|can drop you to the 
metro station 


Year 13 F 
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= 


Aaron Lopez ‘Aayah Kamkar ‘Adham Salem Aditya Chitale ‘Aditya krishnan 
‘Aaron isthe best Don t be fooled. | used 
student ever" Mr Alvaro to be much happier. 
Ahmet Demirkaya Anilj Pathak Harshi Kabra Leanne Daniels, Lilly Bracke 
Expect the unexpected, From rock bottom, you Yes, Harshi. No, not the my shop sells it for itis what it is 
achieve the unachievable can only rise chocolate only 20 
Luca Torricelli l Pedro Coelho Porus Patel 
Magdalena Maria Maybelle Daniels 
Can't wait to have Voronetskaya Olsson Watch me fall "had to put my grade up 


graduation and prom! 
Oh wait. i'd be swimming in my 
millions if‘ had a dollar 


for adoption because | 


Literally went through could raise them 


hell to not even do 


every time my teacher exams 
received a file saying 
errordo 
g RAS 
aig \ N i 
Reagan Tkatch Ronak Prasa Samarth Egbert Sanjta Guha Sarah Omari 
\ have pink hair (We'te Lifer a video game, senior year ended earlier “You're very CHeetkY, We Are The Scientists, 
purple) Where you choose than freshers did Sanjta"- MrToma Trying To Make Sense 
To invest you're Of The ars Inside 
mastery points Us»=Chnstonher 
Poindexter 
Shashwat Sahay Shreyas Pingle Stuthi Ramachandran Unvi Seth Zainulabedeen 
‘Guntagull 
Was boutta pull upto “Did everyone see that? Yes, 1am Taman and 1B was lke DofE, my 
graduation but t got Because | will NOT be no, lam not related to group didnt reach the The Zissilent 
raided :( doing it again” ~ Captain Rajnikanth summit, but we stil got 
ack Sparrow ‘our awards xx 


( | 9) Wee 


V EL ABBA 


an 


244 een ee 


Year 13 E 
Year 13 F 


RA BA LAB 
Aes etal 
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DP2 Art Exhibition 
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DP Events 


Hoops for Hope: 

Hoops for Hope is a student-led charity organization 
based in Dubai International Academy, EH. Established in 
2019, the club has since made it its mission to provide fun 
charitable basketball events that promote mixed-gender 
basketball. Through our annual Basketball Tournament, 
we are able to raise funds towards the GIVE Foundation, 
which assists in improving the accessibility of education 
globally. Besides its charitable intentions, the tournament 
provides a platform where mixed-gender basketball is 
encouraged. | hope to see you there next year! 


Tur yon 


Thank you, 

Khrish Kewalramani 
President of 

Hoops For Hope 2020 


DP Mindfulness Sessions 


What is Mindfulness? 

Mindfulness is the basic human ability to be fully 
present, aware of where we are and what we're doing, 
and not overly reactive or overwhelmed by what's going 
on around us. 

While mindfulness is something we all naturally possess, 
it's more readily available to us when we practice on a 
daily basis. 


What is Meditation? 

Meditation is exploring. It's not a fixed destination. 
Your head doesn’t become vacuumed free of thought, 
utterly undistracted. It's a special place where each and 
every moment is momentous. When we meditate we 
venture into the workings of our minds: our sensations 
(air blowing on our skin or a harsh smell wafting into 
the room), our emotions (love this, hate that, crave this, 
loathe that) and thoughts (wouldn't it be weird to see 
an elephant playing a trumpet) 

Mindfulness meditation asks us to suspend judgment 
and unleash our natural curiosity about the workings of 
the mind, approaching our experience with warmth and 
kindness, to ourselves and others. 

Guided Meditation and DP 

Our DP students observed World Mental Health 
Awareness day on the 10th October, 2019, and showed 
awareness through their participation on the meditation 


session which took place during lunch time. The session 
lasted for 20 minutes of guided meditation led by a 
student from Y12. We received a lot of positive feedback 
for its implication on student's mental well being and 
state of mind. It was also observed by DP2 Psychology 
class for 15 minutes just before our regular classes 
Students felt more present mentally and emotionally for 
the lesson after they took part in the session. It helped 
them to relax during lesson, especially important when 
we can find it so stressful being in the Diploma Program 


Well Being through Exercise Week and DP Psychology 
Class 


Y12 became active for Psychology classes and 
enthusiastically participated in a well-known team game 
Dodgeball. As per Hillman et al 2014 there is scientific 
evidence based on neuroimaging approaches over the 
last decade which has demonstrated the efficacy of 
physical activity improving cognitive health across the 
human lifespan. Aerobic fitness spares age-related loss 
of brain tissue during aging, and enhances functional 
aspects of higher order regions involved in the control 
of cognition. More active or fitter individuals are capable 
of allocating greater attentional resources toward the 
environment and are able to process information more 
quickly, This was a fun activity which had a hidden goal 
of increasing cognitive abilities for students during their 
Psychology lessons. 


DIA Cares 


This year, the DIACARES club worked on fulfilling our primary aim; to raise funds for those in need throu 
he Diwali Bakesale and the DP1 and 2 Farev 
ated strong memories but allowed us to spread a philanthropi 


the GIVE 
|| Fiesta not only 


ents like 


foundation, and we did just that, Hosting ¢ 


irit in our community while giving back. We 


are truly grateful to be able to have a community as spirited and giving as ours and look forward to helping make 
a difference in our world every day 


Meher Bhatia, President of DIACares 2019-2020 
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Business Minds 


BusinessMinds is a student led club at DIA dedicated 
to provide a platform for students that are passionate 
about the world of business, entrepreneurship and 
marketing. We offer our participants a chance to explore 
their skills in a way that goes beyond the classroom as 
we expose them to scenarios that individuals face in the 
corporate world. The club hosts an annual competition 
at DIA where students from all around Dubai can 
participate for free. BusinessMinds prepares and makes 
the young generation more confident to embark on 
their entrepreneurial journeys. 


This year we hosted the biggest BusinessMinds 
competition, where we had a total of 200 people 
in attendance, 160 participants from 13 different 
schools and gave out 26,400DHS worth of cash prizes 
to the teams that displayed innovative ideas. The 
winning teams were also awarded trophies, certificates 
and vouchers from NOON and Lock&Stock. We offer 
5 different categories, out fo which participants 
could choose 1 to compete in, We introduced a new 
introductory category for students in year 7-9 as they are 
yet to be exposed to the subject of business. This year 
we hosted a competition that consisted of categories 
that catered to students from year 7-13 


The event was hosted on February Ist and was curated 
by a team of 9 dedicated students, The event was 
sponsored by renowned and leading businesses from 
the UAE. We thank Club Apparel, Western Digital, 
NOON, VFS Global and Lock&Stock for supporting 
us and allowing us to empower other students, The 
competition was judged by successful and respected 
individuals from the corporate world. We were 
astounded by high calibre of work » 
that the students presented and their 
exceptional business ideas 


BusinessMinds will host its 5 annual 
event next year, with every passing 
year, comes an even more successful, 
competitive and entertaining 
competition 


Diya Patel 
President of BusinessMinds 2020 


Business Minds 2020 was by far the best BusinessMinds 
yet! It was an insightful event where | had the 
opportunity to serve as the Head of Communications 
and leading business professionals 
| enhanced my marketing and 
communication skills by handling the social medias and 
contacting various renowned companies/brands in the 
UAE. | was extremely inspired to see students enrich 
their skills and showcase their innovative ideas and 


interact with 
from various fields. 


passion on a platform like no other. It was a true 


pleasure to be able to host the competition along 
with my friends and we cannot wait to see where the 
club is headed! 


Shreya Chandrasekhar 


Head of Communications, BusinessMinds 2020 


I've enjoyed every minute of the experience. After 
working with a talented core committee, | have honed 
my skills not only in finance but also in organising events. 
Furthermore, participating in sponsorship meetings has 
been a unique experience that has prepared me for 
the corporate world. It was a pleasure organising and 
hosting a competition for such passionate students. 


Sahil Singhvi 
Head of Finance, BusinessMinds 2020 
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Business Minds 
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World Scholar's Cup 


DIA STUDENTS PICK UP CHAMPION’S TROPHY AT GLOBAL ROUND OF WORLD SCHOLAR’S CUP! 


They say a picture says a thousand words. But sometimes, the joy is so overwhelming that neither pictures nor 
words seem adequate enough on their own! 


Every year the World Scholar's Cup competition centres round a theme and this year it was A World on the 
Margins. Students study 6 subjects — History, Social Studies, Literature, Arts and Music, Science and Special Areas 
and the resources for each subject are related to the year's theme, There are 4 events in the competition — Debate, 
Collaborative Writing, Scholar's Bowl (quiz) and Scholar's Challenge (multiple choice questions on each subject). 


Pretty intimidating, isn’t it? The competition tests a student's academic merit, debating skills, creative and persuasive 
writing acumen, critical thinking skills as well as the ability to map connections between subjects and global events. 


DIA students excelled in all these events and were the CHAMPIONS at this global competition! What makes this 
victory extra special is the fact that this was our debut year at the competition and we swept the board! Countless 
hours studying the subjects, extra weekend classes in school, heated discussions on the best hook to start the 
written piece...and in the end, it was worth all the time and effort! 


So, here goes a list of the super achievements of DIA students at the Global Round of the World Scholar’s Cup at 
Durban as well as the photos that capture the euphoria of picking up all the individual and team gold medals and 
the trophies! And of course, being the Champion Team was an obvious corollary! 


Needless to say, all our three teams won their way to the Tournament of Champions to be held at Yale University 
in November this year! 


One of the Senior Teams: Siddhant Tandon, Hiral Verma and Jamie Simpson- were the winners of the Global Round! 
Team Wins: 

Team Debate Trophy 

Team Challenge Trophy 

Team Scholars Bowl Trophy 

What an amazing team achievement! 


Siddhant - 16 gold medals, the Best Debator Trophy and the Best Scholar of the Global Round Trophy! He also 
secured 2nd place in the Individual Team Challenge! 


Hiral - 17 gold medals, Asimov Scholar Trophy, Top Scholar for History and Science, The Asimov award is presented 
to that ONE student who has scored the highest in ALL the six subjects - Literature, Arts & Music, Science, Social 
Studies, History and Special Area! What an awesome achievement! DIA is extremely proud of a brilliant scholar like 
you, 


Jamie - 10 gold medals! 
The second Senior Team's achievements were no less impressive. 


Shreyas Pingle won 16 Gold medals, was one of the top 4 debators in the competition and aced the Team 
Challenge! 


Aaditya Warrier won 12 gold medals and aced his subjects in the Team Challenge! 
Zaid Mayaah- he won 8 gold medals and did extremely well in the Collaborative Writing Challenge! 
The Junior team - Anmol Gupta, Reyansh Airan and Aditya Dave were among the top teams in the competition! 


Reyansh - won 17 gold medals, Top Scholar for his subjects in Team Challenge, 2nd Top Scholar in the Global 
Round Junior division! 


Aditya - 8 gold medals and he did extremely well in the Collaborative Writing and made us all very proud! 


Anmol - 8 gold medals! He did extremely well in the Debates and in Team Challenge. 
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Water for Life 


Water for Life Club 


The Water for Life Club is tudent-run charitable 
ganization, founded in 2008. This club is an integral 
rt of the DIA legacy, striving towards tackling the 
Global Water Crisis. One of our mo: 
| Water for Life Carnival (est 
e carnival v 

days bef 


popular events 
0). Thi 
be on the 19th of 
later Day. Due to 
2 global pandemic 


is the anr 


to be cancelled. The carnival w 


day for all packed with f ides, 
Je ing music, and a new addition to 
the carnival with the incu: unsellors, 
and other educational bodies npower 

ents in learning and coming u ions for 
the betterment of our world. 


My team and | worked diligently and did our best to 
e pe the best one 
ircumstances of 
the virus, even though we were unable to have the 
ival, | still see the accomplishments and the hard 
work put into the club as a great step to move forward 
e funds we we 
made a massive cc 
but nothing is mi 


it this year’s carnival wou 


Due to the unfore 


have raised this year would have 
tribut: 
‘e impor 


n to help those in need, 
than health 
next 


fe hope 
ear, and with the 
this year, next 


2¢ you all at the carnival 
ple preparation we had ready 
s carnival will definitely be we 


Lara Danisman- 


President of the Water for Life Club 2019-2020 
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Media - Interact - Marvert 


MeDIA club: 


MeDIA is a student-led club that st 
broadcast the highlights of events that are held in DIA 


es to capture and 


The way in which the club does this is through a team 
of passio graphers, an 
editors alik ly to showc 


the outstanding events that are held at DIA through 
ropping videos. | hope to see 


you on the team next year! 
Thank you, 


Khrish Kewalramani 


President of MeDIA Club 2020 


The Interact Club: 


The Interact Club is a con 


munity service and volunteering organisation at DIA. We have been committed to 


making a positive difference to people at school and our local community. This year, at Interact we have aimed to 
involve more students and impact more individuals in our society. Working with physically and mentally challenged 
children at the Senses Daycare Centre, organising enjoyable events such as a Diwali dance performance, as well as 


supporting our local community with acts of kindness and love. We are committed and passionate about improving 
and enriching spirit within our school and beyond. V\ spire our studen 


ds bringing a smile to people 


2 hope we can ir s to join us and lead their 


es. 


journeys towe 


Aryan. 
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Yearbook MARVERT 


MARVER 
stu 


hich stands f 
it led 
the aim of help 
keting and ad 


varketing and 


Dur init 


ther students who are passionate 
V ste 


ct. Over this school year, v 
ad leadi in the marketin 


ideas and inspi 
the event. Thi 


azine’ - a col 


young mi 
‘0 launched the ‘Marvert 


articles at 


it public relations, marke 


ines d social media. This ye 
entful year for us and we can't 
ture f 


* Neel Amarnani Co- President of 
MARVERT 2020 

ng a part of MARVE 
area of interest | had never ventured int 


T allowed me t 


marketing and advertising. Our amazing 


* Mia Zureikat Co-President of 
MARVERT 2020 


N 


RVERT st 
and pr 


ands to promote the 

s an portunity to 

this field. We 

this industry and 
the preceding years 


opportunity tc 


* Sahil Mirani Vice President of 
MARVERT 2020 


tudent 


) a memor experience; sharing moment 


a bright core commit rganizing e 


of my president, facing multiple 


ith achievements and much more. | hope to see 


b prosper and achieve much rr 


* Khushi Dadlani Head of Events 
MARVERT 2020 
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DIALECT 


DiAlect is a student-led club, where students across year groups come together to produce newsletters. Our mission 
is centered around incorporating the youth by informing and raising awareness regarding prevalent issues ranging 
from global news to school, as we believe well-informed students are more likely to contribute to a more inclusive and 
sustainable world. 


This year, DlAlect has been involved in reporting on global issues 
as well as in-school matters. DiAlect consists of three separate 
newsletters: The Mini Howler, The Howler, and The News Society. The 
Mini Howler explores life as an MYP student, with topics ranging from 
the importance of participating in DIA’s various club opportunities to 
combatting peer pressure. Contrastingly, the Howler focuses on life 
as a DP student, with some of the articles including how to prepare 
for university applications with a featured interview from our college 
counselor, Miss Rachana Sippy, as well poems submitted by DP students. 
Finally, the News Society explores ongoing global issues pertaining to 
our five different departments: Sports, International News, National News, STEM, and Finance/Economics. DlAlect 
has always been adamant on being environmentally-friendly, and we have continued this initiative by publishing all of 
our work digitally. Additionally, we progressed this year through the creation of our website and an Instagram account 
where we regularly interacted with our audience and received feedback on the club's work. 


* Raheil Khullar (President) 


Serving as an editor on this year’s DiAlect team has been an incredibly enriching experience overall. We had a team of 
very talented writers who never failed to impress with their out-of-the-box topics and their captivating writing style. 
| was given the opportunity to explore issues from a range of perspectives and witness various creative styles that 
continue to inspire me to this day. 


* Sneha Sahay (Editor) 


Being an editor for DiAlect has allowed me to practice and take part in two of my passions, journalism, and design 
Not only was | able to better myself as a writer and designer, but | also was given the opportunity to become a better 
leader and member of a team. Having the task of refining the work of others has allowed me to learn from their 
techniques and develop my own skill sets and grow. | am so grateful for the opportunity I had to be a part of dialect 
this year and hope that the club prospers and grows even more in the coming years. - 


© Mia Zureikat (Editor) 


Editing for dialect has been a fruitful experience in all aspects. Not only does it fulfill my craving for creativity, but it 
ensures that | develop the critical leadership and teamwork skills | need for my future. Allin all, DlAlect has served as 
an umbrella for all aspects of creativity, and I'm excited to see what happens in its future 


* Meher Bhatia (Editor) 


by Arne Agora 


by Arnav 


Agarwal 
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DI@TECH 


DI@Tech club is a platform for students with a passion for technology to come together and 
further explore the field. Our aim is to encourage student participation in technology competitions. 
This academic year students from DIA participated in several competitions such as RIT, Expo 
2020 young innovators, Project Design Space, and Young City makers competition. All these 
competitions were locally hosted within the UAE. 


Every year in December we participate in Hour of Code. Hour of Code is a global movement by 
computer science education week and code.org reaching millions of students, in 180 countries, 
through a one-hour introduction to computer science and computer programming. We participated 
in Hour of Code by hosting sessions with our Primary and Secondary school students. At the 
sessions we gave out problem sets to students for them to work with, 


We can’t wait to see what the club has to offer in the academic year 2020-2021. 


Thank you 
DI@Tech Team 


DIA Capture 


Safiyah Moloobhoy: 


Being able to found the club this year has taken a great deal of effort to finally achieve the plan that I have been 
developing for two years now. Capture @DIA has had an incredibly successful year, and | could not be prouder, from 
our diligent core committee, to the enthusiastic students; it’s been an enjoyable experience for everyone. We've had 
the opportunity to be recognised by the school to take photos of almost every event for the yearbook and media 
purposes, not to mention the fun competitions and challenges we've had, like the 25 Days with Capture and the 
Nature and Wildlife Photography Competition. We hope to grow bigger and take on new challenges in the coming 
years, 


Diya Shajid: 


Photography has been a keen passion so an opportunity to start this club was exciting. Through the year, the 
numbers in our class increased from 10 to 30 and at the end of it all we made great memories. Hope to have the 
same next year! 


Mrs. Susan McMechan: 
| would like to take this opportunity to formally thank each of the Capture@DIA students for 


their invaluable contributions to this yearbook and the support they have given to myself and the 
student Yearbook Team. 


Thank you! 


RS ea 


Overseas Trip 


WWW: Adventure Camp, India 


When | was told | was going to go to India with the school for an adventure, | was super excited! However, | had 
no idea who was going, what to do and what to expect on this trip. | was ready to pack this big suitcase full of 
extra clothes, food and charging devices... Then | was told that | had to take a camping backpack. That was an 
interesting task, , 


When | met the seven other kids that were to come with me to India, it was awkward at first, small talk was made 
here and there, but then we all bonded over food, school and a bunch of other random things you wouldn't hear 
in a normal conversation. Luckily, we weren't normal. 


We first stayed at a camp up in the mountains for two nights (and another two nights down on the ground in 
cabins), while up in the mountains we were all scared at first, especially when we discovered the size of the spiders 
(trust me you don’t want to know how that ended) but when we cracked a few jokes (and accidentally snapped 
a very important rope — you know who you are) we all settled down very easily, | remember that we all got so 
scared of waking up to a spider that we all wanted to share one tent (we didn’t.) We hiked, built very unstable and 
ugly rafts in two teams, went rafting on a, thankfully, better and more stable raft, learnt how to tie knots, ziplined 
across amazing views, went shopping in the city, went on a treasure hunt, and went to a school and taught the kids 
games, maths (that was me), songs and dances. 


Although we did so many different activities, we still had long bus rides. Honestly, | have a ton of respect for Mr. 
Sujay, Ms. Aparna and out camp instructors for not going crazy while we were singing ‘Wheels on the Bus’, ‘Baby 
Shark’, pop songs, rapping and playing different games like, ‘Guess Who’, ‘Mafia’, ‘The Capital Game’ and many 
more... (I'll remind you that we were very loud!) 


By the end of this trip, we had already given each other really weird nicknames that fit with the events that we 
experienced and we all have our inside jokes till the present day! 


| was really disappointed when we had to leave, but | played one last joke on a couple of the kids that went on the 
trip when | “took a selfie” with Chris Hemsworth at the airport we were in... 


If | was told | had to go on this trip again with the same people and do the same activities, | would gladly go! 


Thank you to everyone who came on this trip and gave me a fun 5 days! 


Janah Adasi 10F 


Game Design Club 


Members of the club: 


Year 12 

Diyaa Ali - President, Founder, and Head of Animation 
Michail Zeipekki - Vice-President and Head of Code 
Areen Kamal - Head of Music 

Naman Perekh - Coder 

Calvin D’mello - Animator 


Year 11 
Albert Jantunen - Coder 
Aasray Sundar - Coder 


Year 10 
Shrijani Tatavarthi - Coder 
Aymi Aytkazina - Animator 


al [l= 


Description of the Club: 


Founded in 2019, the DIA Game Design Club, is a club dedicated to the understanding, designing, 
and making of video games. The club brings students with expertise in fields of music, art, and 
programming together to lend their strengths to one another and design video games that are 
more than the sum of their parts. This year, the club has been working on its debut game “Karate 
Bear,” pictured 
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MakeHealthHappen 


Make Health Happen is a student-led club that was founded in 2019 by two passiona 


Year 11 students who simply wanted to spark a change in the minds of young students 


in DIA and across schools. Drishya Karthik and Nimat Manzoor, founders of the club, felt 
the need to introduce a club to DIA that would spread knowledge about the standard of 


healthcare and global pandemics that have risen in current times, Some of our initiativ 


include; s mes about relevant health issues throughout the co 


intaining an active social media account con 


lecting monthly 


year, m ing of facts, quizzes, and much 
more. We were also able to hold a Ribbon Creation Station Event in support of Heart 
Health Awarene id granted th 


favour of a healthy heart. Although our journey this year was short lived due to certair 


for our students the opportunity to sign a pl 


si 


circumstances out of our control, we were still able to optimize the time and resources 


we had and thanks to our hardworking team we terrific run and are excited for what the future holds. 


Our committee was divided into four teams; 


Media Team: Mathilde Oldeman - Pallavi Pati 


Entertainment Team: Alexandra Ameye - Riccardo Borghesi - Nour Bayad 


Research Team: 
Communications Team: Nour Hedna - Anaya Bipin, with the founders being Drishya Karthik and Nimat Manzoor 


jaleed Yousif - Patrycja Kija ska - Amira Benna 


Make Health Happen has only been a part of our school 
for a short period of time, but it has already successfully 
managed to fulfill many of its promised goals. We 
iltimately sought out to raise awareness to both primary 
and secondary students about our monthly topics like 
the coronavirus, malaria, heart diseases and many more. 
Our triumphant initiatives like our info desks, booths 
and ribbon making stands called for the student body 
to become more active in helping these causes and 
gained a lot of attention. In just one short year, we have 
managed to grow immensely and | have loved being a 


part of a club filled with such great leaders who are just 
at a time. 


trying to make health happen, one small sti 


- Alexandra Ameye, 11F 


Make Health Happen was established in 2019, this club 
was made for determined students that want to raise 
awareness about various health i The ultimate 
al was to spread information about health problems, 


with a new topic every month. The team also wanted to 


stablish a place in the school, and conduct interactive 
ivities such as ribbon making stations and information 


stations to integrate the students and peers as much as 
possible, to make the spread of information not only 


interactive, but also done in an interesting way. The club 


has already managed to flourish for the short time it has 
been functioning, overcoming multiple obstacles and 
always finding new solutions, to show the importance 


of health to all the students. - Patrycja Kija ska, 12A 


MakeHealthHappen 


lled MV 
at thi ub aimed to do | was inspired to joi 5 
future. By joining MHH, | got the 


Health Happen and was led by some of 
Ithcare is one 


ks of Year 11 Te across a club c 
ates. When | learned of v 


ons and is something | would like to purst 


in the 


my fellc 
aS a career in t 


my greate 


und the 4, | got to share my 


portunit ss for various diseases that people suffer from Nor 
vledge in maintaining health and preventative methods to the rest of the school and | got to meet new people 
and develop my teamwork skills. | have gained insight on the types of dis it global impacts being a 


1o make a 


t of the research team. To conc! MHH has o the greatest 


hange because staying informed, raising awareness and prc 


- Waleed Yousif, 11E 


rotin community 


ed club with the 


NakeHealthHappen is a nev 


tter and safe: 


tentio 


lobal F 
t health issue as the 


ur b 


by raisinc 


In order t we had a differe 


tried 


Ribbon Cr 


to make their 


t using stickers and gemstones 
irnout and even saw many stud 
r the next week or so.,- Pallavi Patti, 12D 


Follow us on Instagram: @makehealthhappen 
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UAE Club Yearbook 


UAE Club Yearbook 


v student led club ded 


ave initiated a ne deeper cultural understanding 

national sct communit vith F backgrounds. As | am a f al 

of the 1 our e! that | should take on the responsibility u 
tudents. With a fully-fledged Emirati team, we are ab! thentically port 


uch as during UAE National Day and org e UAE D 


the future that students t thing away from their time in this count 


n-minde 


a assembly to educate jents (from Years 7-11) on the culture and traditions wit 


by an engaging discussion on the development, history, and events taken place in the UAE 


4 performance of tional dance t in Years 10 & 11 performed by nt 
{ifferent nationalities, in order to represent en various nat in UAE. After th 
ad finished, w ld a food stall in the Q ging fror 
irses, to refreshments. Dishes such as “Balaleet jaimat” were wildly popular. Studen 
ghter Emirati heritage and the import ighting our rich culture. This eve 


viduals ther to learn tr 


that they may not 
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Student Yearbook Team 


Thank you to the Student Yearbook 2020 Team 


Covid-19 has certainly created added and unexpected challenges in the creation of this Yearbook. However, it 
simply would not have been possible without the help and enthusiasm from a number of Year 10 and Year 12 
students. Along with students from DIA Capture, they have been invaluable in photographing everything that has 
taken place this year as well as honing their leadership skills by encouraging and supporting their peers to write 
their articles and comments. | would like to thank all of the girls below but a special mention must go to Grace Ann 
Brand, 10B, for taking a leading role in marketing and Dannah Alltiti, 12A, who has been instrumental in collating 
all the contributions from students. 


From Year 10; Grace-Ann Brand, Isabel Mewald and Emma-Nikoline Moller 
From Year 12: Dannah Alli, Raghd Attalla, Raunika Aurora, Danyshara Pal, Lakshmi Shabu, Diya Patel, Gorja 
Agarwal and Isha Reddy 


Susan McMechan 
Assistant Head Academic (Years 7-9) 


Susan McMechan 


AAAD 


r / 4 
Grace-Ann Isabel Mewald — Emma-Nikoline — Dannah Altiti Raghd Attalla Raunika Aurora 
Brand Moller 
4 A me, 
A ed 
? 4 
4 \ W 
Danyshara Pal Lakshmi Shab Diya Patel Gorja Agarwal Isha Reddy 
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Message from the 


y 


Director of PHE and Sport, 


Co-Curricular Activities 


Mr. Mihail G. Kouzev 


Director of PHE and Sport, Co-Curricular Activities 


Dear Students, Dear DIA 


Community, 


Parents, Colleagues, 


Together we are experiencing one of the most 
extraordinary and turbulent times in modern 
history. One unprecedented moment which has 
totally changed the way we live our lives. That 
change has fundamentally challenged the system 
of education as we all know it and in particular 


Physical and Health Education and Sport. 


Being healthy and active and holding the values of 
true sportsmanship: fairness, ethics, respect, a sense 
of fellowship and last but not least enjoyment have 
at all times been in the essence of what we teach 
and aspire to pass on to our students. 


At these times of physical distancing, yet hopefully 
social solidarity, educational, emotional, physical, 
and mental gains could be all amazing take-aways 
from sports bringing huge assets in our ordinary 
lives and the extraordinary recent circumstances. 
So, | urge you to persist, preserve and persevere. 


Whether it is a sport, an activity or an exercise, an 
active routine or a mindful practice, find something 
you like to do and engage in it! 


Speaking of endurance’ and 
fellowship, | can proudly say that our Sports 
Community truly represents the spirit of its mascot 
- the Wolf. Today is our opportunity to celebrate 
the individuals and teams that are recognition of 
consistent and sustained effort for outstanding 


achievement and excellence in sport. 


perseverance, 


First, | would like to thank all of you who took part 
in our sports programmes and represented DIA. 


To all students, teams and athletes: be assured that 
the school, your teachers, coaches and your parents 
are very proud of you. Well done to each and every 
one of you! There is a saying that a trophy carries 
dust but memories last forever. Thank you that 
despite all challenges you have made it a year to be 
remembered and cherished, filled with valuable and 
unforgettable memories both offline and online! 


A special gratitude to all of the teachers and the 
coaches who have been working passionately to 
provide the best to our students. | would like to 
express our sincere thanks for their hard work and 
dedication. | pay tribute to them and commend 
their commitment and professionalism. Thank you, 
Teachers and Coaches! Also, a special thank you to 
my colleagues at the Senior Leadership team for 
their support and believe! 


To the parents of DIA: | would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for all your support 
and co-operation and interest in your children’s 
education in sport who continue to be a delight 
to work with and to teach. The triangle of support 
between the student, the school and yourselves 
is so very important and one which we value very 
much indeed. We are very fortunate to have a very 
active and supportive parents and | thank them for 
all the ways in which they support this school. 


Dear DIA Wolves: Students, Parents and Colleagues, 


The health and wellbeing of us all is of paramount 550 + Athletes 


importance, particularly taking under consideration the 
challenges that we all are going through. 


Therefore, | urge you to strive for your aspirations with 5 6 Tea ms 
wolves’ perseverance and solidarity, stay safe and be 
active! 


My personal pledge is to continue to live and share with 2 3 Coa Cc h es 
you wholeheartedly my passion for Sports, safely and 
sturdy! 


11 Sports 


Enjoy the summer and stay safe! 


Yours in Sport 


300+ Fixtures 


Mihail Kouzev 


Director of PHE and Sport, Co-Curricular Activities 
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U13 Girls 


Seanin Alvaro 


‘B 


DIA Wolves - WSG - Girls 


Bas Cameron Emanuel Reefman 


Nina Waddick 
Zoe Jaron 

Kiti Dudas 
Chiara Roest 
Camille Eeckhout 
Zoe Arora 
Anoushka Rose 
Dorothy Carter 


' Philipp Ortner 

' Sacha Legeay -- Van Baars 
Hector Dujardin 

| Aleix Anglada 


Mario Gradnitzer 


'Kameel Mezaueldi 
Yujin Chu 
Sam Rivet 


Ruqaya Gasim 
Johanna Vang 
Minsol Ha 
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| Sami Da Costa _ 
Vadim Dumont 
Jasper Fahy 


B 


DIA Wolves - WSG Basketball - Boys 


‘ ¢ c \ 
~, THE WORLD SCHOOL \e 
GAMES sp THlE, WORLD SCHOOL 


g 


Today's Champions. Tomevrow's Loaders. 


Si ve 


: Be int Books : P 


Teamwear specia 
eamwear Der. THE wee SCHOOL “@ wa Bite into Goodness 
neice eer Podiy sspears. 


Ahmet Emre Demirkaya 


“Khrish Kewalramani | 
Shady ElRaddaf | 
| 


“ie un oA 
Seung-hoo Jung | | yw ® 
Tahir Ahmad je Mey 
Ryun Chu | ) i" as As) Ww : 


Janis Samaniego 


Samuel Korpinen 


Daniel Alves | L a 
‘Shaheer Rehan aa ¢, qs ‘y i" 


Ryan Fenton bk | Js mt 


Mihail Kouzev | Team of the Year 
Donal Moynihan _ World School Games U17 Boys 


Donna Campbell 
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DIA Wolves - Swimming Team 


Nina Waddick Kanish Chakraborty 
Sofia Crous | | Sam Rivet 
Camille Eeckhout | Noah Jorgensen 
Zoe Jaron _ Matthias Ortner 
Victoria Hage _ Vadim Dumont 
Bianca Ticciati | | Mayon Udhwani 
Maleane Kao Federico Valenti 
Donna Campbell Donna Campbell 
Malin Kristina Harutunian Rogland | | Malin Kristina Harutunian Rogland 
William McKee i William McKee 
Naomi Cabannes Emanuele Grenci 
Tia Aljayyusi | Valentin Honsberger 
Maya Lorenzon Philipp Ortner 
Krithyaa Singh | Giovanni Sharrouf 
Chiara Roest _ Aleksander Shopovski 
Zoe Arora | Aryan Langeh 
Jasmine Chami Hashim Kassaymeh 
Julia Przybylo Ruikan Xu 
Naima Cumming | Arian Odzhkha 
Donna Campbell Coach 
Malin Kristina Harutunian Rogland _Donna Campbell 
William McKee Malin Kristina Harutunian Rogland 
_ William McKee 
Aurelie Honsberger Alessandro Grenci 
Leen Aljayyusi _Mehmet Ozel 
Sophia Dumont Andrea Saxod 
Salma Kassaymeh Abhay Krishna 
Ingrid Fuglestad Jure Mazej 
Laetitia Roest | Lorenzo Lironi 
Julia De Beer Guus Wisjtma 
Valentina Galli Zander Bredekamp 
Donna Campbell Donna Campbell 
Malin Kristina Harutunian Rogland Malin Kristina Harutunian Rogland 
William McKee William McKee 
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DIA Wolves - Swimming Team 


U12 Girls U12 Girls 


Candice Saxod Shalabh Sirvanand 
Malvina Adam Tim Pauka 
Aarya Lakshminarayanan Varun Kabra 
Sara Galli Matteo Pitteri 
Patrycja Kijanska Coach 
Coach Donna Campbell 
Donna Campbell Malin Kristina Harutunian Rogland 
Malin Kristina Harutunian Rogland William McKee 


William McKee 
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DIA Wolves - Athletics Team 


Johanna Vang Sam Rivet 
Kitti Dudas | Sacha Van Baars 
Andrea Vang Kameel Mezqueldi 
Anoushka Rose | Vadim Dumont 
Nina Waddick Hector Dujardin 
Zoe Arora | Mario Gradnitzer 
Viola Borghesi Anirudh Gandhi 
‘Camille Eeckhout | [Jasper Fahy | 
Alisar Adasi Aleix Anglada 
Sarah Hajahmad Sami De Costa 
Julia Przybylo Devaditya Tuteja 
Natalia Taworska | Bilal lich 
Noor lich Yujin Chu 
Minsol Ha Yassin Elbagoury 
Ruqaya Gasim Tristan Kientz 
Zoe Jaron Tristan Du Toit 
Seanin Alvaro Noah Jorgensen 
Jihoo Ha | Liam Rademeyer 
Main Van Klingeren 

Hannah Trehy | Kangrae Kim 
Ben Sumner |Jason Chami 
Barbara Timlin Matthias Ortner 
Maeve McKeogh Jayden Augustine 
Donna Campbell sins Anand 

5 1 E Hannah Trehy 

| Ben Sumner 


Maeve McKeogh 
Donna Campbell 
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DIA Wolves - Athletics Team 


Greta Schmedes 
Niusha Radmard 
Mariana Vale 
Joelle Sidhom 
Unna Karppinen 
Shreya Kapitzki 


Loay Naseriddin 
Bas Cameron Emanuel Reefman 
Jure Mazez 

Carson D'Mello 

Shahab Al Farrah 


Harshita Kakkar 
Emma Leese 
Yeon-Woo Jung 
Meagan Anderson 
Urvi Sinha 

Lucia Dao 

Grace Brand 
Laetitia Roest 
Prateeti Saran 


Nada Mahdy 
Hannah Trehy 
Ben Sumner 


Barbara Timlin 


Maeve McKeogh 
Donna Campbell 


Ibrahim Vijdani 


Adam Masood 


Alp Ozel 

Umar Ingalis 

Hamza Khayyat 

Youssef Azizi 
Abdulwahab Abualhuda 


Neff Bash 


Hannah Trehy 
Ben Sumner 
Barbara Timlin 


Maeve McKeogh 
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DIA Wolves - Athletics Team 


U19 Boys 
Sneha Sahay Liam McNamara 

Vilte Piskarskaite Arsh Lokare 

Ingrid Feliza Evrard Dujardan 

Inari Karppinen Karim Muntasser 

Yara Bengdara Kaushikk Nanda Ganesan 
Tindra Feast Adam lich 1 
_Michelle Rausch Antonio Del Rio 

Simran Bajaj Ryan De Villiers 

Elsa Braidy Ahmet Demirkaya 

Mia Zureikat Mehmet Ozel 

Sehar Salman Zaed Jaber 

Hannah Trehy Stephan Steyn 

Ben Sumner Abdulrahman Atassi 

Barbara Timlin Waleed Yousif 

Maeve McKeogh Aryan Rose 

Donna Campbell Matteo Pitteri 


Hannah Trehy 
Ben Sumner 
Barbara Timlin 
Maeve McKeogh 
Donna Campbell 
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DIA Wolves - Cross Country Team 


Mene Raedmeyer Adam Massod 
Nina Waddick Lauditya Malik 
Zoe Jaron Philip Derham 
Camille Eeckhout Zander Bredekamp 

Coach Phillip Ortner 
Laura Cunniffe Jure Maze 


Laura Cunniffe 


U7-8 Boys Ashling Tully 


Aadhil Sathish 


Nirvan Auchoybur U11-13 Girls 


Noah Jorgensen Inari Kappinen 

Sam Rivet Ingrid Fuglestad 

Vadim Dumont Laura Cunniffe 

Liam Raedmeyer Ashling Tully 

Laura Cunnitfe 
Ashling Tully Mehmet Ozel 


Waleed Yousif 
Mariana Vale “Karim Muntasser 
Coach Alessandro Grenci 
Faarscannite ‘Assem Badreddine 


AshlingTully  ~ ~~~~~~———~—~«:~_— Shiven_ Bajaj 
Sulaiman Qadir 


Laura Cunniffe 
Ashling Tully 
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DIA Wolves - Volleyball Teams 


Noor lich Usman Murad 
Shama Wadaa Youef Azizi 

Megan Anderson Gary aroura 

Trisha Vora Thomas Figueiredo 
Sama Ghazaleh Bas Reefman 
Greta Schmedes Shahab el farra 
Layan Khayyat Alp Ozel 

Sarah Hamzawy Ryan Barhoum 
Yeon-Woo Jung Yash Chauhan 
Livia Longhi Aleix anglada 
Emma Leese Atlas Kaplan 

Milla Van Der Ende Timur Saied Ahmad 
Adam Bradbury Ishaan Dhadha 


Loay Naseriddin 


| Donal Moynihan 


Et Dh 


Y 


DIA Wolves - Volleyball Teams 


Hana Soliman 


Johann Pinto 


Alexandra Ameye | | Ryun Chu 

Salma Maayah Zaid Jundi 

Aymi Aytkazina Riccardo Borghesi 

Sehar Salman Neil Galani 
EmmaNikoline Moller Abdulwahab Abualhuda 


Vilte Piskarskaite 
Tindra Feast 


Jessica Solamons 


‘Khrish Kewalramani 
Maxime Gueneau 
Ryan De Villiers 


Valentina Galli Lorenzo Lironi 

Diya Gracias Umar Ingalls 

Nada Mahdy Anotnio Pitteri 
Beren Kaptanoglu Adam Chomic 
Anaelle siby Shady El Raddaf 
“Hannah Seoyeon i Tamin Abed 
Marion Thepaut Juan-Pierra Devilliers 


Lea Jean Chaves 
Mallory Tomiuk | 


U19 Girls 
Camilla Pellegrini 
‘Natalia Miret | 
Giulia Bono 
Rhea Menon 
Valeria Fassone 


‘Adam Bradbury 


U19 Boys 


Dhiren Kewalramani 
Denis Tonev 

Janishq Munge 
Willem van de Kreke 
Wael Gholmieh 
Koen Salamons. 
Amaan Naqvi 


Malaak Kamkar 
Aayah Kamkar 


Zenden Noronha 
Ahmet Emre Demirkaya 


Yara Bengdara 


Dymitr Mazurkiewicz 


Layan Abualhuda 


Donal Moynihan 


1 


Amaan Naqvi 

‘Anton Viguier 

[Talal Mutwalli_ ] 
Mihail Kouzev 
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DIA Wolves - Football Teams 


U12 Boys 
Benjamim Cardoso 
Albie Carter 
Yujin Chu 
Yassin Elbagoury 
Loris Fenudi 
‘Anirudh Gandhi i 
: = Bilal iich 
Dorothy Carter Conor MacNamara Saumell 
Zoe Jaron Oskar Mardell De Lautour 
| Iman Roessner Kameel Mezqueld 
Seanin Alvaro Gabriel Pereira 
Nina Waddick Liam Rademeyer 
Mene Rademeyer "| | Sam Rivet 
Iti Tandon Javier Salort Gomez 
Jihoo Ha Asim Virji 
Maria Peireira Wictor Wannberg 
Daphne Padrixe Amir Boumar 


Ashling Tully Donal Moynihan 
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DIA Wolves - Football Teams 


U14 A Girls 
Sophie Aurora 


Naomi Dourado-Bhatia | 


Isabella Schauman 

Minsol Ha 

Noor lich 

Yeon-woo Jung 

Layan Khayyat 

Amalie Lindskou-Mouritsen 
Sofia Mazzetti 

Greta Schmedes 

Sophia Taha 

Natalia Taworska 


Maria 


Anoushka Rose 


Barbara Timlin 


U14 ‘A’ Boys 
Bas Cameron Emanuel Reefman 
Carson D’mello 

Alp Ozel 


|Ishaan Dhadha 


Yusuf Nasr 


| Shahab el farra 


Hugo Magana 
Marco Salort Gomez 


| Sacha legeay 


Hector dujardin 
Sami de Costa 
Ibrahim Vijdani 
Aleix Anglada 


Jayden Augustine 
Mario Gradnitzer 
Jasper Fahy 

Wille Wannberg 


‘Araiz faisal 


Timur Saied-Ahmad 
Coach 
Jo Terry 
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DIA Wolves - Football Teams 


U16 ‘A’ Girls U16 ‘A’ Boys 


Hana Soliman Zeyad Ali 
Delyar Khakpour Adria Anglada 
ilyas Boumar 
Mariana Val 
atone Juan-Pierre De Villiers 
Yasmine Maayah Phillip Durham 
Salma Maayah Nicolas Figueiredo 
Sehar Salman ‘Neil Galani 
Yasmina youssef | ee 
Agrim Gulaty 
I 
Jessica Salomons ‘Adamilich 
Nikoline Moller Tai Joshi 
Uni Sinha Arav Kekane 


Hannah Trehy Duarte Salema Cordeiro 
Mehmet Ozel (C) 

‘Amsal Noorali 

Sam Mehrara 

jaan Kumar 

aan Khe 

Hamza Shaikh 


Benjamin Sumner 
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DIA Wolves - Football Teams 


U19 Girls U19 Boys 


| Farah Wahab 

Hannah Schrockenfuchs 
Dannah Altiti 

Mia Zureikat 

Leila Makar 

"Yara Bengdara 


Talal Mutwalli_ 

Wael Gholmieh 
Denis Tonev 

Amaan naqvi 
Sabareesh Jayadeep 
Willem Van De Kreke 


Chaeyoon Lee 

Nour Bayad 

Hind Younus 
Jannah Sallam 

Ananya Krishnakumar 

Tara Kharma 

Jentl Hanemaaijer 

Coach 

Jo Terry 


Anton Viguier 
Arshia Radmard 
Raafey Khan 
Laith ABU khader 
Raed Akbar 

Arsh Lokare 
Adham hammam 
Siddharth Israni 


Hassaan Kashif 
Muhammed Qasim 
Raheil Khullar 


Aryan Rose 
Liam Macnamara 


Aly Hamz: 
Karim Mutasser 
Slade sud 


jakat 


Coach 
Jo Terry 
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DIA Wolves - Basketball Teams 


U16 ‘A Girls U16°A Girls 


Jessica Salomons Shady ElRaddaf 

Siiri Tammisito Khrish Kewalrramni 
Rossa Thomas Ryun Chu 

Thalia Atassi Tamim Abedrabouh 
Barbara Cardoso Josef Mohamad 
Shreya Kapitzki Ira Miguel Magallanes 
Nikoline Moller Shaan Diwan 

Tindra Feast Shiven Bajaj 

Maria Atassi Shaheer Rehan 
Mishti Odhrani Samuel Korpinen 
Sneha Sahay Navneet Ravi Sankar 
Vilte Piskarskaite Harsha Bharadwaj 


Maria John Aboaja 


ach 


Fiona Turnbull 


Lea Jean Chavez 
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DIA Wolves - Basketball Teams 


Kavyaa Modak Zenden Noronha 

Layan Abualhuda Timothy Pauka 
'Patrycja Kijanska "| [Janis Samaniego 
Simran Bajaj Ahmet Emre Demirkaya 
Michelle Rausch Aryan Gulati 

Rida Fatima Seung-hoo Jung 

Isha Reddy Aryan Goel 

Meghana Praveen Neel purohit 

Vidhi Sajnani Atnav Agarwal 
‘Inari Karppinen | | Daniel Alves | 
Aditi Jayachandran Shashwat Sahay 
‘Tvisha Asar | [Ryan Fenton 


Michel Mboma 
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DIA Wolves - Cricket Teams 


U14 
Sahib Abichandani (Captain) 
Ridhay Bhatia (Vice Captain) 
Nimit Dedhia 
‘Daksh Noronha 
Dhruv Meishari 
Arnav Patil 
Neeraj Shah 
Aryan Chopra 
Shantanu Pagarani 
Jaydeep Odhrani 
Azam Ali Khan 
Anant Jayachandran 
Aekam Pal 
Anmol Gupta 
Aryan Agarwal 


Jahan Tekwani 
Girik Mordani 
Yagna Anand ] 
Anirudh Gandhi 
Agastya Zaveri 


Hitesh Bhagat 


U18 

Punya Mehra (Captain) 
Aarav Kumar (Vice Captain) 
Ayush Walia 

Mikhail Reilly 
Zainulabedeen Guntaguli 
Sabareesh Jayadeep 

Avi Kumar 
| Abhay Katoch - 

Manan Shah 

Rohan Katyal 

Ashirwad Modi 

“Darshan Pagrani 

Lauditya Malik 

Daksh Noruha 

Ibrahim Vijdani 


Hitesh Bhagat 


Abhay Katoch (Captain) 
“Manan Shah (Vice Captain) 

Rohan Katyal 

Ashirwad Modi 

Waleed Waqas 
[Ahmed Wagas 

Darshan Pagrani 
"Ebrahim Murad 

Vivaan Desai 

Aryan Kothapalli 

Arav Sharma 

Aahil Officewala 

Ishaan Kumar 
| Lauditya Malik 

Ibrahim Vijdani 

Nimit Dedhia 

| Daksh Noruha 

Sahib Abichandani 
Ridhay Bhatia 


Aryan Chopra 
Neeraj Shah 
Hitesh Bhagat 
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DIA Wolves - Netball Teams 


U12 U16 
Nina Waddick Maia Weeman 
Zoe Jaron | Maya Atanasova 
Iman Roessner |_| Simran Shah 
Mene Raedemeyer | Sophie Arora 
Dorothy Carter | | Mia Kumar S35 
‘Kitti Dudas 7 Nada Benna 
Aanya Vora | "Maria Fatima 
Camille Eeckhout |_| Shannon Pieters 
Eva Genova | | Amelie Vinsen 
Hiya Parwani | | Sofia Stokes 


“Azia Nolin 


ssn Ty | 
SS Se ——— 
Jessica Salomons 


| 
Nikoline Moller 
Delyar Khakpour 


Siiri Tammisto 
Kate Pereira 
Rossa Thomas 
Zara Augustine 
Tindra Feast 
‘Vilte Piskarskaite 


Donna Campbell | 
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DIA Wolves - Tennis Teams 


U12 Girls 
Hiya Parwani Anushka Shah 
Aanya Vora Miesha Singh 
Tanishka Agrawal Ananya Sharma 
Sophia Dehn | {Saloni Paranjpe 
Malak Bayad | Peehu Gupta 
Aamnah Bhutta Maansi Suri } 


Adithya Nishant = = Hamza Zaidi 
Javier Salort Gomez Achyuth Nishant 
Noah Jorgensen Sahil Singhvi 
Yagna Anand Sahil Mirani 
Gabriele Lironi Rohit Ramaswamy 
Karan Lilani Aaray Jhaveri 
Ie Alowdsr 
‘Mariam Abdelkader GainileEecthout 
Angelina Schembri : 
Alia Abdelhamid Nee endes 
Ruhi Majithia eee 
re ‘Braidy << Sam Rivet 
Matthias Ortner 
japon 
Garv Aroura Zoe Arora 
Yash Chauhan = Greta Schmedes 
Ath 7 Zander Bredekamp. 
‘Hugo Magana Abhay Krishna 
Arnav Patil Philipp Ortner 
Arush Nagpal Bas Reefman 


Inari Karppinen 
Aurelie Honsberger 
Ece Cetinturk 
fee etinturl Ingrid Fuglestad 


rateeti Saran 
Varnika Seth Andrea Saxod 


Shrijani Tatavarthi Melimet ze 
Shalabh Sivanand” 

Nour Hedna 
i Waleed Yousif 
Yukta Gajaria V: 

U16 Boys i 
Reza Moloobhoy Candice Saxod 
Christopher Pattle Smith Maleane Kao. 
Rohan Katyal Coach 
Ninaad Kulkarni Coach Mihail Kouzev_ 
Rohan Katyal 
Rishi Shah 


Henri Kytosaari 


Tharwat Al Qaisi 


ee 


Sports Stars 
DIA Sports Ambassadors 2019-2020 


aA 


a 2 Bef ae 
Ingrid Fugles Nina Waddick Vilte Piskarskaite 
sports faire Sports Ambass a Sports Ambassador Sports Ambassador 


2933 
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Andrea a kare Bas Cameron Emanuel Vadim Dumont 
Sports Ambassador sported fambarador Reefman Sports Ambassador 
Sports Ambassador 


DP Athlete of the Year 


ae Pa aa 


‘Ahmet Demirkaya Candice Saxod 
Basketball, Atheltics ‘swimming, Aquathlon 
and Volleyball and Cross Country 


Exceptional Out-of-School Sporting 
Achievement 2019-2020 


TABAD 


akan Hanser par Greta Schmedes Inari Karppinen Ingrid Fuglested 
ata Athletics Orienteering 
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Autographs 
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Autographs 
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educational 
_ Supplies 


Dubai International Academy 


First Al Khail Street, Emirates Hills, Dubai, U.A.E. 
@ +971 4 368 4111 / 3502 / 3503 

© admissions@diadubai.com 

© wwwdiadubai.com @ diadubai 


